May 5, 1977 LB 142

CLERK: That 1s all of Select File, Mr, President.
Mr. President, LB 142,

SENATOR BARNETT: We willl now go to committee oreference
bills. The first one 1n effect and the first one under
dlscussion will be Senator Bereuter and LB 142,

CLERK: LB 142 introduced by Senator Bereuter of the 2ith
District. Read title. There are committee amendments
signed by Senator Barnett, Chairman of Judiciary.

SENATOR BARNETT: That is all right, Vince, Vice Clerk.
Senator Nichol i1s the Vice Chalrman of the Judiciary
Committee and will handle the committee amendments.

SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. Chairman, the committee amendment

was offered by Senator Bereuter and was adopted by the
committee. The amendment restricts the statute o limi-
tations to four years in cases founded on strict 1iahilitw
in tort amons other things. Senator Bereuter, was there
anything further about that that you wish to add? ‘othing

further. Mr. President, I move the adoption of the committee
amendments.

CLERK: M, President, there is an amendment offered to the
committee amendment by Senator Bereuter. This amendmen: is
found on page 1589 of the Journal.

SENATOR BARNETT: Page 1529. Page 1589 of ~he Journal.
SEHATOR NICHOL: Senator 3ereuter will handle this.

SENATOR BARNETT: Senator Rereuter.

SENATOR 3BEREUTER: Mr. President and members of the Teris-
lature, my amendments to the committee amendments have

been placed on your desk. They very substantiallv chansge
the nature of the blll, eliminate some of the arguments

that have been raised by the Nebraska Association ¢ ™rial
Attorneys and I would like to make my basic presentation

on the blll at this time since the amendments basicallv
reconstitute the major portions of the bill. Also heing
passed out to you very shortly will be some material

called the "Introducer's Comments, LB 142", T mav he

short of time but I am going to try to make as ruch of a
presentation as possible. I may need somebody else's tirme
1f T can have it to complete a presentation on ths hill hy
using the amendments to the committee amendments. I

think 1t 1s no news to many of you that manufacturers todav,
wholesalers and retallers as well, are faced with a sreatlyv
increased liability exposure for thelr products and the DIro-
ducts they sell. They are being sued In increasine nurhers
for injuries caused by alleged product defezts. As a
result, some manufacturers are having difficultv in ohtalninr
liability insurance and nearly all of them are experiencine
higher insurance costs. Some manufacturers say that thew
will have to discontinue making some products or even go

out of business or move out of the country 1f <he prasent
trends contlinue. low T am not golng to spend mv time todav
going Into a number of examples from Nebraska fir—s. T
think all of you have received large amounts of mail pointing
out those problems including those related to scarine insur-
ance costs, the possibllity of golng out of business, the
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