
LR 63
LB 483, 518, 398A pri l 2 6 , 1 9 77

SEJJATOR CULLAN: Mr. President, members of the eg's ature.
I move that LB 483, as amended, be advanced to = A R for
engrossment.

PRESIDENT: You' ve heard the motion. All in favor say aye.
Contrary say nay. The bfll is advanced.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Marvel gives a Reference
Committee report of LR 63, referring it to Constitutional
Revision. Senator Newell asks unanimous consent to print
an amendment to LB 518. Mr. President, LB 398 is on Select
i 'I le .

PRESIDE.'JT: Let's start with Select File, first one, LB 398.

CLERK: It's a motion to return LB 398 to Select File for
specific amendment. Signed, Senator Dais. (Read Duis amend
ment found on page 164O of the Journal).

SENATOR DUIS: Mr. President, are we ready?

PRESIDEIJT: Well we' re trying to go on LB 398. What do you
have up there again, Mr. Clerk? I'm sorry. Alright.

SENATOR DUIS: Mr. Presiient, what I'm attempting to do here
is return this bill to S lect File, to put it back in its
original form. The reasoning behind this is that the federal
government has control of their employees relative to their
political activities. .he state has control of ti.eirs, and I
believe that the local s.bdivisions of governm-nt, under...
that is the city, county, and such as those, should have con
trol and do by ordinance or resolution what they wish to do
with their employees. This puts us all on an even par so
that the federal government takes care of theirs, and the state
will take care of their employees. Actually all it does is
puts tne bill back in its original form.

P RESIDE.'JT: S e n a to r JJewel l .

SENATOR NEWELL: Mr. President, members of the body. I rise
to oppose the motion to bring this bill back to strike tne
amendment. I would like to explain for a second why this is
a necessary amendment. I passed out to the body, earlier
today, a message, or a little article in the Lincoln paper
which showed that the court has struc- down yet another one
of ti<ese provisions that. Senator Duis is so anxious to put
into the law, or to try to keep in the law. Tney've struck
down tne provision in Oh>aha, and they struck down the provi
sion in Lincoln. They' re going to continue to strike down
these provisions all the way acrcss the State of IJebraska be
cause you cannot p rohibit public employees from being engaged
in political activity. You can ngage.... The law reads now,
and I can offer an amendment if i: would maxe Senator Duis any
happier, that these pub' ic employees would not be allowed to
be active in partisan politics, be an officer in a political
party and so forth. But to try to take away their basic
rights to participate, to knock on a door, or to contribute
to a candidate has been changed by ti.e federal law. It nas
been ruled on by local courts and so forth, these are being
struck down every day. I don't think we ought to try to force
the court system, in the State of Nebraska across this state,
to continue to have to strike these things down. We ought to
take it out of the law, and that is what the Newell amendment


