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agency out of 1t as 1t should be and will not be under the
Department of Revenue or another department and would not be
at the whim of any Governor which we might have in tne future
or the Governor “hat we have now, thils is where it snhould be
placed because sincerely belleve that the offlice of energy will
be one of the more l1lmportant administrative agenciass that we
have in the State of Nebraska in the future with cur energy
problem such as 1t 1s and therefore 1t should stand on its own
feet and not be flip flopped around from one agency to anothner
and should no* be controlled by any particular agency, but
should have its own control and that 1s the reason behind th:is
amendment .

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: Alright, now do you want to take the amendment.
There is an amendment to the Duls amendment, 1s that correct Mr,
Clerk? Did you say? 1Is there....

CLERK: Alright Mr. President, Senator Bereuter mcves to amend
the Duls amendment by deleting only the words "executlve depart-
ment or a" in lines 3 and 4, page 2 of LB232 and the werds, "as
d2termined by the Governor" on line 5, page 2 of L3232, Signed,
Senator Bereuter.

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: The Chair recognlizes Senator Bereuter.

SENATOR BEREUTER: Mr. Chalrman, members of the Legislature. It
is my thought that it would probably be unnecessary to create

all of the bureaucracy that 1s necessary to create a new depart-
mant. That the energy office despite its importance could well
be handied by a division«itiin amexisting department. Bec: .se
energy 1s a function that to some extent is consldered by a
number of departments in state government, 1t seems to me that

Wwe can find a loglcal home. When I say "we" I mean the legls~
lature by the appropriation process or by other direction that

the leglslature might see appropriate to give. licw, 1i Senator
Duls really feels thrat there ought to be a separate department

I would suggzst that he ought to eliminate'or a division} but

he leaves the choice, either one there. The words...striking

the words 'is determlned by the Governor,' I have already alluded
te, 1t seens to me that thils provides Just as much possibility
for the function belneg juggled around as it does under a situation
where it might be determined by the legislature to be appropriate.
It wouid mean that any one Governor might change 1t from year to
year or more likely that a Governor coming in to succeed a previous
Jovernor would change it. That seems toc me to be a rather un-
stable situation. Those are the purposes of my amendments to the
Duls amendment. I will be happy to take any guescions.

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: Chalr recognizes Senator Fowler.

SENATOR FOWLER: I would support Senator Bereuter's amendment.
I might explain the current circumstances in the energy office
as 1t 1s. It 1s created really by exscutive order of the Gov-
ernor. It started as a fuel allocation office during the
01l embargo some years back. As such 1t was placed in the
Department of Revenue where there was information to tne tax
on fuels as to available amounts of gasoline and so on. So,
currently it 1s a division within an existing agency. Now,
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