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Douglas County, they do not have that choice. So T w-uli
urye you to bring 62 to the floor.

PRESIDENT: Senator Kelly.

SENATOR KEULY: Mr. Presldent, a questicn of Senator
Chambers. Senator Chambers, willl you enumerate “or me

the procedures or the many different ways that the cil+tizens
of Douglas County can district themselves for elections?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: 1 don't understand what vou are askinc
me.

SENATOR ¥ELLY: Is there any way that the citizens of
Douglas County can district themselves?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No. The Leglslature determines how
countles are elected and that 1s the way they have Adone
throughout the state. The Legislature determines the
method of election.

SENATOR KELLY: And who sets the district's boundaries?
SEHATOR CHAMBERS: The Flection Commissioner, let me sav.

SENATOR YELLY: That is good enough. I have eot it. ‘“ow
the only other way would be an initiative petition bv the
cltlizens in Douglas County? They can do it bv initiative.
llow nmy statement is made of thils nature is that Senator
Simori sald that the only way that it can be done would be
by this Leglislature doing it and this 1s the inference that
Senator Chambers makes and I just wanted to be sure that
we all understood the same thing. So I guess what T would
be asking 1s that has an initiative petition ever heen
presented to the voters in Douplas Countv? Tf it has not,
1t would show to me that there 1s not any initlative in
Douglas County for district elections. Thank vou.

PRESIDENT: Senator George.

SENATOR GEORGE: Mr. President, members, in theorv and
philosophy I fully agree that the district elections are
simply the better democratic system. I don't believe T
have a slingle town or county in my district that isn't
elected by district or by ward or by precinct. Mn the
other hand we seem to be fooling arouni here with one
particular county or city, and as previouslv explalned,
for some reasons way beyond me, we chanred 1t in 10A4 and
now we are going to change it again. I, on the other hand,
don't want to see that we are ramming it down someboAv's
throat. We should involve the people in Dourlas Countv,
the people in the City of Omaha. WYe should 1isten first
whether this 1s what they really want,and 1f I get anv
indication that that 1s what they want, T will certainlv
vote for 1t but that time, in my opinion, hasn't come vet.

PRESIDE!T: There are no other lights, Senator ’lewell,
but did you want to be recognized?

SENATOR HEWELL: I would 1ike to bring to the body's
attention tha%t the fact that the elected representatives,
the elected representatives of the county of Douslas f‘oun'f'Y
have asked by a substantial majority, 4 to 1, that we move
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