LR 108

January 14, 1976

It's become a very volatile, emotional issue on what

art 1s. I would suggest to you that the thing is under-
way. Some are being done already. Some are near comple-
tion. If we delay this much further no member of the
Legislature will be alive when they have finished the
project. We can do it for our 3rd 100th year.

I suggest to you that we simply do not adopt the reso-
lutlion. Let it take its course and move on with 1t.

All of us can feel some degree of comfort that we could
have made those kind of artistic declisions, but we have
an Art Council which has done that. We can move forward
with it. I'd urge you to reject the resolution.

PRESIDENT: Senator Keyes.

SENATOR KEYES: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to ask my good
friend, the Irish Kelly, a question. Senator Kelly, did
we pass a bill last year, or something, accepting these?
I believe the Legislature accepted them last year, didn't
we?

SENATOR KELLY: Negative.
SENATOR KEYES: We didn't?

SENATOR KELLY: The acceptance that's referred to by the
Legislature in Mr. Doyle's letter is of this nature, on

a 5 - 4 vote out of the Budget Committee there was $150,000
put in the budget. This budget bill passed the Leglslature.
The Governor vetoed that $150,000 on a line-item veto.

This Legislature sustained that veto.

SENATOR KEYES: Now the Governor can accept them through
Tom Doyle, without us doing anything at all, without
this resolution, or with this resolution? Am I not right.

SENATOR KELLY: The Governor could do this last July also.
Tom Doyle, through the Department of Roads, could do that
last year also. However, the Executive Board worked under
the letter of September 10 from Mr. Doyle. 1I'll quote it
to you. To the Chairman. "I want to assure to you, Mr.
Chalrman of the Executive Board, that we will not proceed
with the acceptance of these sculptures under our azuthority
provided in Section 39-1320, Nebraska Revised Statutes,

nor will we proceed with their placement on Interstate

rest stops, until I have received approval from either the
Executive Board of the Legislative Council, or the Legis-
lature as a whole." Signed, Tom Doyle. This caused the
further action by the Executive Board. I want you to please
understand that these were Executive Board hearings. They
were not Kelly's, as was referred to.

SENATOR KEYES: Well then as I understand it right now,

we can accept this resolution and vote it.... It means
nothing because, as it is, Tom Doyle is going to accept them.
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