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the 1dea that there would be established a central registry
for those persons who are abusing children or who are
alleged to have been abusing children or incompetent. The
manner in which thls was 1initlated was by arnonymous call
and this was the way the bill originally reads. That an
anonymous call to the volice would initiate the actlion and
then the procedures were spelled out in the till by whiech
the law enforcement authorities, tne velfare department,
the County Attorney's office, and whoever else is invclved
would then see to 1t that a central file wculd be established
on any such person against whom such an allegation had been
rade. There were c*he" wrovi:icns of the ©till which, subse-
quently, provided that those who were ensgaged in such an
investigation would have an immunity as far as any civil
or personal lawsults were involved, and the Commlittee's
feeling was that it was a uala1c¢1r of right. 1In cther
words, there 1s a right of privacy There 1s a right of
D"CLC”E’ on from the individual :tand;oint cf being charged
ith some alleged crize. On the other hand, there 1s the
very sericus natter which was reccgnized by the Cormittee of
cnild abuse or abuse cof incompetent. These have to be, these
particular egultles had to be balanced, ané¢ the Cormittee's
feeling was that the Constitutlional right of an individual
to be confronted by hils accuser was essential to any law
enforcement movement or procedure and, therefcre, as long as
that was iIn the b11l, that would be z detriment “o passage
of such a bill. The other matter was the manner in which an
individual could utllize this information cnce a central
agency file would be established. Who could get intoc 1t?
How could 1t be used? This was not felt was spelled out
adeauately, and 1t was felt that there was not enough safe-
guard there to what would hapren at the initial investigation
stage. £fnd lastly I supnose, the Committee f2lt, and here
I am probably reading into it the feelings of the Committee,
that the present law which allows the County Attorney to
make that investigation anc determination unon complaint
wouldn't be su.isfactory even though we recognize there are
some ccuntfes outstate where there have continued to be
complaints. 1le know this, but in the major counties where
these things are occurring, Douglas and Lancaster, there
has been real good rapport with the Welfare Departments, the
County Attorney's cffice, the Law Enforcement Agency. So,
these are the reasons, Senator Clark.

SPEAKER: Is there any further discussion? 3Senator Marsh,
do you wish to close on your motion?

SENATOR MARSH: llo, just to say that I would 2ncourage this
bill teing placed on General File so that the amendment may
be put on it which removes the anonymous telephone call

with no basis of fact ending up in the abuse file. I think
this 1s satisfactory to everyone whe has censidered this bill.

SPEALER: Senator DeCamp. liow, the Senator has closed. Do
you nave a question? lcow, are you ready for the question.
Senator llore, do you have a question of the..

SENATOR lICRE: HMr. Chairman, I'd like to ask Senator Marsh a
question If she wculd yield?

SPEAXER: Senator iarsh.
SEHJATOR MARSH: Yes, of course.
SENATOR ICF “nat if some parent believed in the old use of

the rocd or dissparing the rod. For Instance, maybe a parent
believes 1n taking a child to the woodshed cnee in awhile.
Could some c¢f the nelghbors report this?

TOR MARSY: BSome of the nelghbors certai..ly could report
cwever, I1f the child has not Leen abused to the point of
physlcal darmage to the child, thls would not end up in this
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