February 2, 1973

This is one of the reasons why the purge system does not work,
because as long as the person.returns, a person can move out

of his original precinet and can return to that original precinct
to vote and as long as he returns to his original precinct it
doesn't matter whether he lives there or not, the purge would
never catch him. This 1s one of the fatal flaws of the purge.
In answer to your question about what are we doing now, Senator
Cavanaugh and I have a challenge procedure that would clear

the records without penalizing persons for not voting. We have
the thing worked out, the reason why we do not include 1t in.
this bill this year is that we want a chance to work this thing
out in detail with the county clerk. We want to have them have
a chance to go through it completely, to get a procedure that
they are absolutely sure they can 1live with, so we've intro-
duced 198 this year to eliminate the purge, to solve the problem
facing Douglas county and those counties that have elections
coming up and we will have a procedure in, a challenge procedure
to apply to the whole state.

SPEAKER: Senator Duis.

SENATOR DUIS: Well now, I did mention one thing that you

didn't reply to, and that is the possibility of getting election
comnissioner in these counties that have a fairly density of
population because the county clerk is just overwhelmed not

with work just during the electicn season, but all during the
year. Now you do have another bill don't you in regard to
county officials salaries?

SENATOR ANDERSON: Yes, that is correct.

SENATOR DUIS: Now do you suppose there 1s any chance that
you could amend this bill to include an office of the election
commigsioner or is there a bill in here to that effect?

SENATOR ANDERSON: I don't think there is another bill in that
changes the requirements for election commissioners, I would
be willing to sit down and work with you Senator Duis to see
if there is some possibility considering this.

SENATOR DUIS: Thank you very much.
SPEAKER: The Chalr next recognizes Senator Frank Lewis.

SENATOR LEWIS: Mr. Chairman and members of the legilslature,
I'd like to support the proposal of Senators Cavanaugh and
Anderson, but I need to separate out the two 1ssues, certainly’
there is problems to be handled in regard to challenge and I
think it is commendable that they're looking at this as a

long range operation, and saying let's get it done right and
let's take the time to do it, but the immediate action required
now, is to prevent the, or preclude people from voting in up-
coming elections, so certainly I'll make this brief, but I
think the concept is excellent and I rise to support the bill.

SPEAKER: A minute ago, was it Senator Fellman that asked to
be recognized? I had a light go on back there and then you
got it off before I got your name down. The Chair recognizes
Senator Fellman.

SENATOR FELLMAN: Mr. President and members of the legislature,

I rise to support this bill also. I think to do other is to
defeat this bill, is to really get things back wards from where
they belong. It seems to me that responsible people in political
life should do everything possible to éncourage as many people

to vote as possible, and the way this law presently operates,

does just the opposite. I'm not arguing that there aren't pro-
blems within the present system, but I think that our priorities
would be totally reversed if we don't do what this bill calls for.
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