-

feel this., They have consistently refused to approve petitions
to either make the Lerislature partisan or a two house body.
How you all know that there are rare cccaslons there are
political issues that dc come before this body and the over-
riding matter in this issue is polities alone. I will not
attempt to name them bu- you know they have existed and they
have been handled on political lines but every plece of legis-
lation in thils body does not need this tyne of judgment super-
impesed on 1t automatically. I do not want the leaders of
elther polltical party eznd frankly you would be talking about
one or two or three people calling the shots in this Legis-
lature through local offices, committees, districts, or what
have you. I have a deep and somewhat sentimental feeling
about my district which I represent here in the Leglislature,
about the state in which I live and about the Legislature in
which I participate. I 1onestly and sincerely feel that we
cannot, at this time, have a partisan Legislature for Nebraska.
We don't need 1t. We can't afford it. It's not sulted for
the situation. It is not in the best interest of the people
and therefore, Mr. President, I oppose the passage of LB 9.

SPEAKER: The chair next recognizes Senator Kelly. then
Senator Anderson.

SENATOR KELLY: !r. President, members of the Legislature,in
the campaign in the 35th district, this question was part of
the campalgn. The positlion that I rhad and still have is that
I can serve, in my opinion, effectivelv in a partisan or a
nonpartisan legislature. I believe that this important question
should ne bcth put to the vote nf the people by the Constitu-
tional amendment. I ther=fore would support LB 2. Testimony
that come before the committee in this issue is that sc often
in the election campalgns for state senator the issue 1s on a
district bases. That stazewide issues really do not come into
the election of this body. It was believed by this testifler
that partisan electlon of the Senators would give the state-

(End of Belt #7)
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wide connotation to the e2lection of the members of thils body
instead of on a local issue basis as it so often is now. I

do urge that we advance LE 2 so the pecple can answer and tell
us what they want. Thank you.

SPEAKER: The chair recognizes Senator Anderson.

SENATOR ANDERSON: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
it's my own sincere belief that Nebraska's continuation of the
nonpartisan Legislaturs has had the effect of saying that we
have turned our backs on one of the fundamental aspects of

real genlus 1n the American vpolitical system and this, of
course, 1s the bipartisan policy political system. Many people
have labeled the, have lateled partisan polities as a curse

but I think, rather, that weshould regard partisan politics

as something good and healthy, somethingz positive. Certainly,
it 1s not a perfect system but I think that it does do a much
better job of solving many of the political problems that we
face. I think that, it probably 1s the best vehicle we have for
resolving key issues. I think that 1t probably is the best way
we have of freeing the Legislator from the pressures of special
interest groups. I think it is probably the best way of making
people accountable to the voters and I think really the real
genius of the partisan system 1s the fact that 1t guarantees a
system of responsible opposition. I hooe that we as a legislature
will accept the genius of the American past and that we will
aavance LB 9. Thank you.

SPEAKER: The chalir recognizes Senator Stromer, then Senator
Skarda, then Senator Chambers.
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