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PURPOSE: The purpose of this resolution is to study ways to inprove the
quality and availability of interpreter services for Nebraskans who are
deaf or hard of hearing. The study conmmttee shall coordinate with the
Conmmission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing to work with interested
st akehol ders to identify the areas of concern, conduct necessary research,
and explore various ways to address quality and availability issues. The
study shoul d:

(1) Examine why there is a shortage of qualified, |I|icensed
interpreters in the State of Nebraska;

(2) Examine complaints and concerns from the deaf and hard of
hearing community about the proficiency and conpetency of interpreters in
bot h educati onal settings and conmmunity settings;

(3) Find opportunities to share and address conpetency and
proficiency issues of sign language interpreters anobng concerned
st akehol ders including, but not Ilinmted to, the Nebraska educational
conmunity, the deaf and hard of hearing community, American Sign Language
interpreters, and health care providers; and

(4) Include any other issues that the study conmittee deens
rel evant.

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THI RD LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSI ON:
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1. That the Health and Human Services Conmittee of the Legislature
shal |l be designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes
of this resolution.

2. That the conmittee shall upon the conclusion of its study nake a
report of its findings, together wth its recomendations, to the

Legi sl ative Council or Legislature.



