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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to health care; to adopt the Health Care
2 Transparency Act; to create an advisory comrittee; and to
3 decl are an emergency.

4 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Sections 1 to 4 of this act shall be known and

may be cited as the Health Care Transparency Act.

Sec. 2. The Director of |Insurance shall appoint the

Health Care Data Base Advisory Conmittee to make reconmmendations

regarding the creation and i npl ementati on of the Nebraska Health Care

Dat a Base which shall provide a tool for objective analysis of health

care costs and quality, pronbte transparency for health care

consuners, and facilitate the reporting of health care and health

quality data. The Nebraska Health Care Data Base shall be used to:

(1) Provide information to consuners and purchasers of

heal th care;

(2) Deternine the capacity and distribution of existing

health care resources;

(3) ldentify health care needs and inform health care

policy;

(4) Evaluate the effectiveness of intervention prograns

on _inproving patient outcones;

(5) Review costs anpng various treatnent settings,

provi ders, and approaches; and

(6) Inprove the quality and affordability of patient

health care and health care coverage.

Sec. 3. (1) The Health Care Data Base Advisory Conm ttee

shal | be appointed wthin forty-five business days after the

effective date of this act.

(2) The advisory committee nenbers appointed by the
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Director of Insurance shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) A nmenber of academia with experience in health care

data and cost efficiency research

(b) At | east one representative of hospitals;

(c) At |east one representative of physicians;

(d) At least one other representative of health care

provi ders;

(e) A representative of small enployers that purchase

group health insurance for enployees, which representative is not an

i nsurer_or_insurance producer

(f) A representative of large enployers that purchase

health insurance for enployees, which representative is not an

i nsurer_or_insurance producer

(9) At | east one health care consuner advocat e,

know edgeabl e about private market insurance, public health insurance

prograns, enrollnment and access, or related areas and has background

or_experience in consuner health care advocacy;

(h) At | east one representative of health insurers;

(i) A representative of organizations that facilitate

health information exchange to inprove health care for al

Nebr askans; and

(j) At least one representative of local public health

depart nments.

(3) The following shall serve as ex officio nmenbers of

the advi sory comm ttee:
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(a) _The Director of I|Insurance or his or her designee;

(b) The Director of Medicaid and Long-Term Care of the

Division of Medicaid and Long-Term Care of the Departnent of Health

and Human Services or his or her designee; and

(c) The Director of Public Health of the D vision of

Public Health of the Departnent of Health and Human Services or his

or her designee.

(4) The nmenbers of the advisory conmittee appointed

pursuant to subsection (2) of this section shall serve without

conpensati on and shall not be rei nmbursed for expenses incurred in the

performance of their duties on the conmttee.

Sec. 4. (1) The Health Care Data Base Advisory Conmmittee

shall make recomrendations to the Director of |nsurance regarding the

Nebr aska Health Care Data Base that:

(a) Include specific strategies to neasure and coll ect

data related to health care safety and quality, utilization, health

out cones, and cost;

(b) Focus on data elenents that f oster quality

i nprovenent and peer group conpari sons;

(c) Facilitate val ue-based, cost-effective purchasing of

health care services by public and private purchasers and consuners;

(d) Result in usable and conparable information that

allows public and private health care purchasers, consuners, and data

analysts to identify and conpare health plans, health insurers,

health care facilities, and health care providers regarding the
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provi sion of safe, cost-effective, high-quality health care services;

(e) Use and build upon existing data collection

standards, reporting requirenents, and nethods to establish and

mai ntain the data base in a cost-effective and efficient nmnner

(f) Incorporate and wutilize clains, eligibility, and

other publicly available data to the extent it is the npbst cost-

effective nethod of <collecting data to mnimze the cost and

adm ni strati ve burden on data sources;

(g) Include discussions regarding the standardization of

the Nebraska Health Care Data Base with other states and regi ons and

federal efforts concerning all-payer clains data bases;

(h) Include discussions regarding the integration of data

collection requirenents of the health insurance exchange as required

by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Public Law

111-148, as anended by the federal Health Care and Education and

Reconciliation Act of 2010, Public Law 111-152, and any anmendnents

thereto or requl ations or guidance issued under those acts;

(i) Include discussions regarding a linmt on the nunber

of tinmes the Nebraska Health Care Data Base may require subni ssion of

the required data el enents;

(j) Include discussions regarding a linit on the nunber

of tines the data base nay change the required data elenents for

submi ssion in a calendar year considering adninistrative costs,

resources, and tinme required to fulfill the requests;

(k) Include discussions regarding conpliance wth the
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Public Law 104-191, as anended, and other proprietary information

related to collection and rel ease of data;

(1) Discuss issues surrounding the availability of the

data for research and ot her purposes; and

(m_ Include whether the advisory conmittee should

continue to exist and provide recommendations to the Departnment of

| nsurance regarding the Nebraska Health Care Data Base after the

report required in subsection (2) of this section is conpleted.

(2) On_ _or before Decenber 1, 2013, the Director of

I nsurance shall report to the Governor and the Legislature the

reconmendati ons of the advisory comm ttee.

Sec. 5. Since an energency exists, this act takes effect

when passed and approved according to | aw



