LB 646 LB 646

LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA
ONE HUNDRED THI RD LEG SLATURE

FI RST SESSI ON

LEGQ SLATI VE Bl LL 646

I ntroduced by Murante, 49; Ashford, 20; Avery, 28; Crawford, 45.
Read first time January 23, 2013

Conmittee: CGovernnent, Mlitary and Veterans Affairs

A BI LL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to public power districts; to anend sections

2 70-612 and 70-619, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska;
3 to change provisions relating to election of directors as
4 prescribed; to harnonize provisions; and to repeal the
5 original sections.

6 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 70-612, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

70-612 (1)(a) Subject to the provisions of Chapter 70,
article 6, and subject to the approval of the Nebraska Power Review

Board, the board of directors of a district, other than a district

with a service area containing a city of the nmetropolitan class, nay

anmend the petition for its creation to provide for the division of
the territory of such district into two or nore subdivisions for the
nom nation and election of sonme or all of the directors. Each
subdi vi sion shall be conposed of one or nore voting precincts, or
divided voting precincts, and the total population of each such

subdi vi sion shall be approxinmately the sane. Fwe—Except in districts

which contain a city of the netropolitan class, two or nore

subdi vi sions may be conbined for election purposes, and nenbers of
the board of directors to be elected from such conbi ned subdi vi si ons
may be nominated and el ected at | arge when not |ess than seventy-five
percent of the popul ation of the combined subdivisions is within the
corporate limts of any city.

(b) In the event a district forned includes all or part
of two or nore counties and is {a—(i) engaged in furnishing electric
light and power and nore than fifty percent of its custonmers are
rural custoners or {b)—(ii) engaged in furnishing electric light and
power and in the business of owning and operating irrigation works,
then and in that event such subdivisions may be formed by follow ng

precinct or county boundary lines without regard to population if in
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the judgnent of the Nebraska Power Review Board the interests of the
rural users of electricity or of users of irrigation water service in
such district will not be prejudiced thereby.

(2)(a) At the first election after January 1, 2014, in

whi ch nenbers are elected by election subdivision, the nenbers from

districts 1, 3, and 5 shall be elected for initial ternms of four

vears, and the nmenbers fromthe renmni ning el ection subdivisions shal

be elected for initial ternms of six years. Thereafter all nenbers

shall be elected for terns of six years.

(b) If such district includes all or part of two or nore

counties and is (i) engaged in furnishing electric light and power

and nore than fifty percent of its custoners are rural custoners or

(ii) engaged in furnishing electric light and power and in_ the

business of owning and operating irrigation works, then el ection

subdi visions may be fornmed by follow ng precinct or county boundary

lines without regard to population if in the judgnment of the Nebraska

Power Review Board the interests of the rural users of electricity or

of users of irrigation water service in such district will not be

prej udi ced t hereby.

2—(3) Any public power district or public power and
irrigation district owing and operating irrigation works may, wth
approval of the Nebraska Power Review Board, add representation on
its board of directors fromany county which is outside its chartered
territory but in which is located sone or all of such irrigation

wor ks.
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Sec. 2. Section 70-619, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

70-619 (1) The corporate powers of the district shall be
vested in and exercised by the board of directors of the district. No
person shall be qualified to hold office as a nenber of the board of
directors unless {H—(a) he or she is a registered voter {&—(i) of
such chartered territory, {b)>—(ii) of the subdivision from which a
director is to be elected if such chartered territory is subdivided

for election purposes as provided in subsection (1) of section

70-612, or {e)—(iii) of one of the conbined subdivisions from which
directors are to be elected at |arge as provided in section 70-612 or
2—(b) he or she is a retail custoner duly certified in accordance
wi th subsection (3) of section 70-604.03

(2) No person who is a full-time or part-time enpl oyee of
the district shall be eligible to serve as a nenber of the board of
directors unless such person resigns or assunes an unpaid |eave of
absence for the termas a nenber. The district shall grant such |eave
of absence when requested by any enployee for the purpose of the
enpl oyee serving as a nenber of the board of directors. No person
shall be qualified to be a nenber of nore than one such district
board, except that a director of a rural public power district may
serve as a director of another public power district formed or
organized for the purpose of generating electric energy or
transmtting electric energy exclusively for resale to sone other

public power districts, rural electric cooperatives, and nenbership
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1 associations or nunicipalities. No nmenber of a governing body of any
2 one of the nunicipalities within the areas of the district shall be
3 qualified to serve on the original board of directors under sections
4 70-603 to 70-609.

5 Sec. 3. Oiginal sections 70-612 and 70-619, Reissue

6 Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska, are repeal ed.



