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A BILL

FOR AN ACT relating to the Quality Education Accountability Act; to
2 amend sections 79-760.01 and 79-760.02, Reissue Revised
3 Statutes of Nebraska, and section 79-760.03, Revised
4 St at ut es Cunul ati ve Suppl erent , 2012; change
5 provisions relating to acadenic content standards and a
6 statewi de assessnment and reporting systeny to harnonize
7 provisions; and to repeal the original sections.

8 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 79-760.01, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

79-760.01 The State Board of Education shall adopt
neasur abl e acadenic content standards for at |east the grade |evels
required for statew de assessment pursuant to section 79-760.03. The
standards shall cover the subject areas of reading, witing,
mat hemati cs, science, and social studies. The standards adopted shal
be sufficiently clear and neasurable to be used for testing student
performance with respect to nastery of the content described in the
state standards. The State Board of Education shall develop a plan to

revi ew ahrd—update—the standards for each subject area not less than

every five years and nmay nodify the standards as it deens

appropriate. The state board shall review and update the standards in
reading by July 1, 2009, the standards in mathematics by July 1,
2010, and the standards in all other subject areas by July 1, 2013.
The state board plan shall include a review of comonly accepted
st andards adopted by school districts.

Sec. 2. Section 79-760.02, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read

79-760.02 In accordance with tinmelines that are adopted
by the State Board of Education, but in no event |ater than one year
following the adoption or nodification of state standards, each
school district shall adopt neasurable quality acadenic content
standards in the subject areas of reading, witing, mathenatics,

sci ence, and social studies. The standards nay be the sane as, or nay
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be equal to or exceed in rigor, the neasurable acadenic content

standards adopted by the state board pursuant to section 79-760.01

and shall cover at |east the sane grade |evels. School districts my
work collaboratively wth educational service units, with |earning
conmunities, or through interlocal agreenents to develop such
standards. Educational service units and learning comunities shall
develop a conposite set of standards shared by nenber school
districts.

Sec. 3. Section 79-760.03, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

79-760.03 (1) For school year 2009-10 and each school
year thereafter, the State Board of Education shall inplenent a
statewi de system for the assessnent of student learning and for
reporting the performance of school districts and |earning
conmunities pursuant to this section. The assessnent and reporting
system shall neasure student know edge of subject matter materials
covered by neasurable academic content standards selected by the

state board pursuant to section 79-760.01.

(2) The state board shall adopt a plan for an assessment
and reporting system and inplenment and maintain the assessment and
reporting system according to such plan. The plan shall be submtted
annually to the State Departnment of Education, the Governor, the
chai rperson of the Education Conmmittee of the Legislature, and the
Clerk of the Legislature. The plan subnmitted to the conmttee and the

Clerk of the Legislature shall be subnitted electronically. The state
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board shall select grade |levels for assessment and reporting required
pursuant to subsections (4) through (7) of this section. The purposes
of the systemare to:

(a) Determine how well public schools are performing in
terms of achievenent of public school students related to the state
academ c content standards;

(b) Report the performance of public schools based upon
the results of state assessment instrunents and national assessnent
i nstruments;

(c) Provide information for the public and policymakers
on the performance of public schools; and

(d) Provide for the conparison anbng Nebraska public
schools and the conparison of Nebraska public schools to public
school s el sewhere.

(3) The Governor shall appoint a technical advisory
conmttee to review the statewide assessment plan and state
assessment instruments developed under the (Quality Education
Accountability Act. The technical advisory conmttee shall consist of
three nationally recognized experts in educational assessnent and
neasurenent, one administrator from a school in Nebraska, and one
teacher from a school in Nebraska. The menbers shall serve terns of
three years, except that two of the nenbers shall be appointed for
initial terns of two years. Any vacancy shall be filled by the
Governor for the remainder of the term One of the nmenbers shall be

designated as chairperson by the Governor. Menbers shall be



LB 512 LB 512

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

rei moursed for their actual and necessary expenses as provided in
sections 81-1174 to 81-1177. The committee shall advise the Covernor,
the state board, and the State Departnment of Education on the
devel opnent of statew de assessment instrunents and the statew de
assessment plan. The appointnents to the comrittee shall be confirnmed
by the Legislature.

(4) The state board shall prescribe a statew de
assessnent of witing that relies on witing sanples in each of three
grades selected by the state board. Each year at |east one of the
three selected grades shall participate in the statewide witing
assessnent with each selected grade |evel participating at |east once
every three years.

(5) For school year 2009-10 and for each school year
thereafter, the state board shall prescribe a statew de assessnment of
readi ng. The statew de assessnent of reading shall include assessnent
instruments for each of the grade levels three through eight and for
one grade in high school and standards adopted by the state board
pursuant to section 79-760.01.

(6) For no later than school year 2010-11 and for each
school year thereafter, the state board shall prescribe a statew de
assessnent of mathenmatics. The statewi de assessnent of mathenatics
shall include assessnent instrunents for each of the grade |evels
three through eight and for one grade in high school and standards
adopted by the state board pursuant to section 79-760.01. If no

statewi de assessnent of mathematics is adnministered in school year
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2009- 10, school districts shall report mathematics assessnent results
in the sane nanner as such information was reported in school year
2008- 09.

(7) For no later than school year 2011-12 and each schoo
year thereafter, the state board shall prescribe a statew de
assessnent of science. The statewi de assessnment of science shal
i ncl ude assessnent instrunents for each of the grade levels selected
by the state board and standards adopted by the state board pursuant
to section 79-760.01. The grade levels shall include at |east one
grade in elenentary school, one grade in niddle school or junior high
school, and one grade in high school

(8) The department shall conduct studies to verify the
technical quality of assessnment instrunments and denonstrate the
conparability of assessment instrument results required by the act.
The departnent shall annually report such findings to the Governor,
the Legislature, and the state board. The report subnitted to the
Legi sl ature shall be subnitted el ectronically.

(9) The state board shall recomend national assessment
instruments for the purpose of national conparison. Each schoo
district shall report individual student data for scores and sub-
scores according to procedures established by the state board and the
departnment pursuant to section 79-760. 05.

(10) The aggregate results of assessnment instruments and
nati onal assessment instrunents shall be reported by the district on

a building basis to the public in that district, to the |earning
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conmunity coordinating council if such district is a nenber of a
| earning community, and to the departnent. Each |earning comunity
shal |l also report the aggregate results of any assessnent instrunents
and national assessment instrunents to the public in that |earning
comunity and to the departnent. The departnent shall report the
aggregate results of any assessnent instrunents and national
assessnent instruments on a learning comunity, district, and
building basis as part of the statew de assessnent and reporting
system

(11)(a) The assessnent and reporting plan shall

(i) Provide for the confidentiality of the results of
i ndi vi dual students; and

(ii) Include all public schools and all public school
st udents.

(b) The state board shall adopt <criteria for the
i nclusion of students with disabilities, students entering the schoo
for the first time, and students with Iimted English proficiency.

The departnent nmy determi ne appropriate accombdations
for the assessnment of students with disabilities or any student
recei ving speci al educati on prograns and servi ces pursuant to section
79-1139. Alternate academc achievenent standards in reading
mat hemati cs, and science and alternate assessment instrunents aligned
with the standards nmay be anpng the accommodations for students with
severe cognitive disabilities.

(12) The state board may select additional grade |evels
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(a) comply with federal requirements or (b) adnminister assessnent

instrunents that neasure student knowl edge relative to combn

academic content standards adopted by a consortium of states in

particul ar subject areas.

(13) The state board shall not require school districts
to adm nister assessnents or assessnent instrunents other than as
prescribed by the act.

(14) The state board shall appoint commttees of
teachers, from each appropriate subject area, and adm nistrators to

assist in the developnment or identification of statew de assessnent

instrunents required by the act.
Sec. 4. Oiginal sections 79-760.01 and 79-760.02,
Rei ssue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and section 79-760.03, Revised

Statutes Cumul ative Suppl enent, 2012, are repeal ed.



