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1 FOR AN ACT relating to the Quality Education Accountability Act; to

2 amend sections 79-757 and 79-760.06, Revised Statutes
3 Cumul ative  Suppl enment, 2012; to change provisions
4 relating to the accountability system for schools and
5 school districts; to provide for designation of priority
6 school s, appoi nt nent of i ntervention and
7 devel opnent of progress plans; to require reports; to
8 harmoni ze provisions; to repeal the original sections;
9 and to decl are an energency.

10 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 79-757, Revised Statutes Cumul ative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

79-757 Sections 79-757 to 79-762 and section 3 of this

act shall be known and may be cited as the Quality Education
Accountability Act.

Sec. 2. Section 79-760.06, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

79-760.06 (1) On or before August 1, 2012, the State
Board of Education shall establish an accountability system to be
used to neasure the performance of individual public schools and

school districts. The accountability system shall conbine nultiple

mreasures—indicators, including, but not limted to, graduation
rates, student growh and student inprovenment on the assessnent
instruments provided in section 79-760.03, and other indicators of
the performance of public schools and school districts as established
by the state board.

(2) Beginning with the reporting of data from school year

2014-15, the indicators Fhe—weasures—sel ected by the state board for

the accountability system wmay—shall be conmbined into a schoo
performance score and district performance score. The state board may

shall establish levels of performance fer—theindicators—used—inthe
accountabi-Hty—system—based upon school performance scores and

district performance scores in order to classify the performance of

public schools and school districts beginning with the reporting of

data from school year 2064334~ 2014-15. The state board shal
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designate priority schools based on such classification. Schools

designated as priority schools shall be at the |owest perfornance

level at the tine of the initial priority school designation. Schools

designated as priority schools shall remain priority schools until

such designation is renoved by the state board. No nobre than three

schools may have a priority school designation at one tine. Schools

designated as priority schools shall be subject to the requirenents

of section 3 of this act. Progress plans for the initial schools

designated as priority schools shall be approved by the state board

no |later than August 1, 2016. The State Departnment of Education shal

annual ly report anry—the performance levels—establshed—bytheboard
regarding—the—performanece—| evel of individual public schools and

school districts as part of the statewi de assessnent and reporting

system

Sec. 3. (1) For each school designated as a priority

school, the Conmm ssioner of Education shall appoint an intervention

team The intervention team shall assist the school district wth

di agnosi ng i ssues that negatively affect student achievenent in the

priority school, designing and inplenmenting strategies to address

such issues through the progress plan, and devel opi ng neasurabl e

i ndi cators of progress.

(2) The intervention teamshall be conposed of up to five

people with the education and experience to carry out t he

responsibilities of the team Any nenber of the intervention team may

receive pay for work perfornmed in conjunction with his or her duties
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as a nenber of such team Such pay shall be deternined and provided

(a) by the State Departnment of FEducation for any nenber of the

intervention team who is not an enployee of the school district

containing the priority school for which such intervention team.is

appointed or (b) by the school district containing the priority

school for which the intervention teamis appointed for any nenber of

the intervention teamwho is an enployee of such school district. Any

nenber of the intervention team who is eligible to receive pay from

the department pursuant to subdivision (a) of this subsection shall

also be eligible for reinbursenent of actual and necessary expenses

incurred in carrying out his or her duties as a nenber of such team

as provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177. Rei nbursenent of actual

and necessary expenses for any nenber of the intervention teamwho is

an_enpl oyee of the school district containing the priority school for

which the intervention team is appointed shall be provided in

accordance with the policies and procedures of such school district.

(3) The intervention team in collaboration with the

priority school staff and the adninistration and school board of the

school district with control of the priority school, shall develop a

progress plan for approval by the State Board of Education. Any

progress plan shall include specific actions required by the school

and the district in order to renove its classification as a priority

school, including any required |evel of progress as indicated by the

neasurabl e indicators.

(4) Conpliance with progress plans shall be a requirenent
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to maintain accreditation for any school district that contains a

priority school. The state board shall annually review any progress

pl ans and detern ne whether any nodifications are needed. If a schoo

has been designated as a priority school for the fifth consecutive

school vyear, the state board shall reevaluate the progress plan to

deternine if (a) a significant revision of the progress plan is

necessary, (b) an entirely new progress plan is developed, or (c) an

alternative adnministrative structure i s warranted.

(5) The school board of a school district containing a

priority school as designated pursuant to section 79-760.06 shall

provide the intervention team wth full access to the priority

school, priority school staff, the school district, school district

staff, academic information, financial information, and any other

request ed i nf ormati on.

(6) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall annually report

to the CGovernor and electronically to the Cerk of the Leqgislature

and the chairperson of the Education Committee of the Legislature on

all schools designated as priority schools. The report shall include

the name of the school, the grades included in the priority schoo

designation, the nane of the school district, the years for which the

school was designated a priority school, a summary of the progress

plan, and the level of progress as indicated by the neasurable

i ndi cators.
Sec. 4. Oiginal sections 79-757 and 79-760.06, Revised

Statutes Cumul ative Suppl enment, 2012, are repeal ed.
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Sec. 5. Since an energency exists,

when passed and approved according to | aw

LB 438

this act takes effect



