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A BI'LL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to elections; to amend section 32-554,

LB 299

Rei ssue

Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska, and section 32-101, Revised
3 Statutes Cunul ative Supplenent, 2012; require the

Secretary of State to devel op and publish guidelines for
5 el ection workers; to change provisions regarding
6 political subdivisions; to harnonize provisions; and to
7 repeal the original sections.

8 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 32-101, Revised Statutes Cumul ative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

32-101 Sections 32-101 to 32-1551 and section 2 of this

act shall be known and may be cited as the El ection Act.

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall develop and publish

guidelines for election workers appointed pursuant to sections 32-220

to 32-240. The gquidelines shall include provisions for the conduct of

el ection workers with regard to the conduct of elections on el ection

day. The guidelines may cover other conduct with regard to el ection

workers and, in that regard, shall take into account variations in

counties with regards to election workers appointed under sections

32-221 to 32-228 which apply to counties which have an el ection

conni ssioner _as provided in section 32-207 or 32-211 and el ection

wor kers appoi nted under sections 32-230 to 32-240 which apply to

counties which do not have an election conm ssioner. The quidelines

shall be instructional in nature and shall not be construed to bind

el ection comm ssioners or county clerks.

Sec. 3. Section 32-554, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read

32-554 (1)(a) Any city not under a home rule charter,
village, county, or school district nomnating and el ecting nenbers

to its governing board at large may, either by majority vote of the

governing body or by petition of reqgistered voters pursuant to

subsection (2) of this section, at—a—gereral—eleetien—submt, at a

general election, the question of nom nating and el ecting nmenbers to
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its governing board by district or ward.

(b) Any city not under a home rule charter, village,
county having not nore than three hundred thousand inhabitants, or
school district nominating and electing nenbers to its governing

board by district or ward may, either by majority vote of the

governing body or by petition of registered voters pursuant to

subsection (2) of this section, at—a—genreral—eleetien—subnit, at a

general election, the question of nom nating and el ecting nmenbers to

its governing board at |arge.

(c) Any city of the first class, except a city having
adopted the conmissioner or city nmanager plan of government,
nom nating and electing nenbers to its governing body by ward nay,

either by ordinance by mmjority vote of the governing body or by

petition of registered voters pursuant to subsection (2) of this

section, at—a—general—eleetion—submt, at a general election, the

guestion of nominating and electing some of the nenbers to its

governi ng body by ward and sone at |arge. either—byordinance—by——a

petition—of—the registered—voters—of the <¢city—- No nore than three

four menmbers of the city council may be el ected on an at-large basis,
and at |east four nenbers of the city council shall be elected by

ward. The ordi nance of the governing body or petition shall specify

the nunber of at-large nenbers to be elected. At the first election
in which one or nore at-large nenbers are to be elected to the city

council, the nenbers shall be elected to serve for initial terns of
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office of the following lengths: (i) If one at-large nmenber is to be
el ected, he or she shall serve for a four-year term (ii) H—if two
at-large nenbers are to be elected, the candidate receiving the
hi ghest nunber of votes shall be elected to serve for a four-year
term and the other elected nenmber shall be elected to serve for a
two-year term and (iii) H—if three at-large nenbers are to bhe
el ected, the two candidates receiving the highest nunber of votes
shall be elected to serve for four-year ternms and the other elected

menber shall be elected to serve for a two-year term__and (iv) if

four at-large nenbers are to be elected, the two candi dates receiVving

t he highest nunber of votes shall be elected to serve for four-year

terns _and the other elected nenbers shall be elected to serve for

two-year terms. Following the initial term of office, all at-large

council nenbers shall be elected to serve for four-year terms. No
candidate may file as both an at-large candidate and a candi date by
ward at the same el ection

(2) Petitions for submission of the question shall be
signed by registered voters of the city, village, county, or school
district desiring to change the procedures for electing the governing
board of the city, village, county, or school district. The petition
or petitions shall be signed by registered voters equal in nunber to
twenty-five percent of the votes cast for the person receiving the
hi ghest nunber of votes in the city, village, county, or school
district at the preceding general election for electing the |ast

menber or nenbers to its governing board. Each sheet of the petition
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shall have printed the full and correct copy of the question as it
wi Il appear on the official ballot. The petitions shall be filed with
the county clerk or election comissioner not |ess than seventy days
prior to the date of the general election, and no signatures shall be
added or renoved from the petitions after they have been so filed
Petitions shall be verified as provided in section 32-631. If the
petition or petitions are found to contain the required nunber of
valid signatures, the county clerk or election conmssioner shall
place the question on a separate ballot to be issued to the
regi stered voters of the city, village, county, or school district
entitled to vote on the question.

(3)(a) Any city, village, county, or school district
voting to change from nominating and electing the menbers of its
governing board by district or ward to nominating and el ecting sone
or all of such nmenbers at large shall notify the public and instruct
the filing officer to accept the appropriate filings on an at-large
basis. Candidates to be elected at large shall be nomnated and
el ected on an at-large basis at the next primary and general election
foll owi ng subm ssion of the question.

(b) Any city, village, county, or school district voting
to change from nomi nating and electing the nenbers of its governing
board at large to nonminating and electing by district or ward shall
notify the public and instruct the filing officer to accept all
filings by district or ward. Candidates shall be nom nated and

elected by district or ward at the next primary and general election
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foll owi ng subni ssion of the question. Wen district or ward el ections
have been approved by the majority of the electorate, the governing
board of any city, village, county, or school district approving such
guestion shall establish districts substantially equal in population
as determined by the nost recent federal decennial census except as
provided in subsection (2) of section 32-553.

(4) Except as provided in section 14-201, each city not
under a hone rule charter, village, county, and school district which
votes to nomnate and elect nenbers to its governing board by
district or ward shall establish districts or wards so that
approxi mately one-half of the nenbers of its governing board may be
nom nated and elected from districts or wards at each election.
Districts or wards shall be created not later than October 1 in the
year followi ng the general election at which the question was voted
upon. If the governing board fails to draw district boundaries by
Cctober 1, the procedures set forth in section 32-555 shall be
fol | owed.

Sec. 4. Oiginal section 32-554, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Nebraska, and section 32-101, Revised Statutes Cunulative

Suppl erent, 2012, are repeal ed.



