LB 997 LB 997

LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA
ONE HUNDRED SECOND LEGQ SLATURE

SECOND SESSI ON

LEGQ SLATI VE Bl LL 997

I ntroduced by W ghtman, 36
Read first time January 17, 2012

Conmmi ttee: Busi ness and Labor

A Bl LL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to power lines; to anend sections 48-436, 48-437,

2 48-438, and 60-6,299, Reissue Revised Statutes of
3 Nebraska; to change provisions relating to high voltage
4 conductor safety; and to repeal the original sections.

5 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 48-436, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

48- 436 As—dsed—inr—For purposes of sections 48-436 to

48-442, unless the context otherw se requires:

(1) High voltage shalH—meanr—neans a voltage in excess of
sever—hundred—if+y—si x hundred volts, neasured between conductors,

or neasured between the conductor and the ground; and

(2) Authorized and qualified persons shal—inelude
i ncl udes enpl oyees of any electric utility, public power district, or
public power and irrigation district with respect to the electrical
systems of such utilities, enployees of comunications utilities,
conmon carriers engaged in interstate comerce, state, county, or
muni ci pal agencies with respect to work relating to their facilities
on the poles or structures of an electric wutility or railway
transportation system enployees of a railway transportation system
or a netropolitan utilities district engaged in the nornmal operation
of such system and enployees of a contractor with respect to work
under his or her supervision when such work is being perfornmed under
contract for, or as an agent of, the owner of the above utilities,

conpanies, or agencies, so long as all such persons neet the

requi renents for working near overhead high voltage conductors as

provided in 29 CF.R 1910.269(a)(2)(ii) through 1910.269(a)(3), as

such requl ations existed on the effective date of this act.

Sec. 2. Section 48-437, Reissue Revised Statutes of

Nebr aska, is amended to read
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48-437 (1) No person, firm or corporation, or agent of

the—same—such person, firm or corporation, shall require or permit

any enpl oyee, except an authorized and qualified person, to perform
and no person, except an authorized and qualified person, shall (a)
perform any function within the distances from overhead high voltage
conductors prohibited by sections 48-436 to 48-442, (b) :+—er—enter
upon any land, building, or other prem ses—and—there to engage in
any excavati on, denolition, constructi on, repair, or ot her
operations, or te—(c) erect, install, operate, or store in or upon
such premses any tools, nachinery, equipnment, materials, or
structures, including house-nmoving, well-drilling, pile-driving, or
hoi sting equi pnent, within the distances from overhead high voltage
conductors prohibited by sections 48-436 to 48-442, unless and unti
danger from accidental contact with such high voltage conductors has
been effectively guarded against in the manner prescribed in sections
48-436 to 48-442.

(2) No person except an authorized and qualified person

shal | mani pulate overhead high voltage conductors or ot her

conmponents, including the poles and other structures, of an electric

utility. Under no circunstances shall an authorized and qualified

person work on the electrical system of an electric utility that he

or she is not enployed by, unless witten authorization has been

obt ai ned from such electric utility.

Sec. 3. Section 48-438, Reissue Revised Statutes of

Nebr aska, is amended to read
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48-438 (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3)

of this section, the operation or erection of any tools, nachinery,

or equipnent, or any part thereof capable of vertical, lateral, or
swinging notion, or + the handling or storage of any supplies,

material s, or apparatus or the noving of any house or other buil ding,
or any part thereof, under, over, by, or near overhead high voltage
conductors, shall be prohibited if, at any time during such
operation- or other nmanipulation, it is possible to bring such
equi pnment, tools, materials, building, or any part thereof within ten

feet of such overhead high voltage conductors, :—Previded- that—the

four—feet-—-except where such high voltage conductors have been

effectively guarded against danger from accidental contact, by

either— any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Fhe—ereetion—Erection of nmechanical barriers to
prevent physical contact w th high voltage conductors;

(b) Deenergizing of the high voltage conductors and
groundi ng where necessary; or

(c) Tenporary relocation of overhead high voltage
conductors. —which—reloeation—shall—be perforned by the owner—or
operator—of—the overhead power—conductors—

(2) The mninmm distance required by this section for

cranes or other boom type equipnent in transit with no load and with

rai seabl e portions | owered shall be four feet.
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(3) Nothing in sections 48-436 to 48-442 shall prohibit

the moving of general farm equi pnent under high voltage conductors

where clearances required by sections 48-436 to 48-442 are
nmai nt ai ned.

(4) The activities perforned as described in subdivisions

()(a), (b), and (c) of this section shall be performed only by the

owner or_ operator of the high voltage conductors, unless witten

aut hori zati on has been obtai ned from such owner or operator.

Sec. 4. Section 60-6,299, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

60-6,299 (1) The Department of Roads may issue permits
for vehicles noving a building or objects requiring specialized
noving dollies. Such pernits shall allow the vehicles transporting
buil dings or objects requiring specialized dollies to operate on
hi ghways under the jurisdiction of the departnment, excluding any
portion of the National System of Interstate and Defense H ghways.
Such pernmit shall specify the maximum allowable w dth, |[|ength,
hei ght, and weight of the building to be transported, the route to be
used, and the hours during which such building or object my be
transported. Any vehicle moving a building or object requiring
specialized noving dollies shall be escorted by another vehicle or
vehicles in the manner deternmined by the departnent. Such vehicles
shall travel at a speed which is not in excess of five mles per hour
when carrying |oads which are in excess of the maxi mum gross weight

specified by law by nore than twenty-five percent. The pernit shall
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not be issued for travel on a state highway containing a bridge or
structure which is structurally inadequate to carry such building or
object as determned by the departnent. The departnent nmay prescribe
conditions of operation of such vehicle when necessary to assure
agai nst damage to the road foundations, surfaces, or structures and
require such security as nmay be deened necessary to conpensate for
any injury to any roadway or road structure.
(2) The application for any such permt shal

specifically describe the vehicle, specifically describe the load to

be noved, include witten proof that the electric utility responsible

for any high voltage conductors, poles, and other electric-related

infrastructure along the proposed route has been notified of the

nove, and, whenever possible, describe the particular highways for

which the permit is requested. The conpany or individual shall
maintain a copy of the pernmit in each vehicle noving a building or
object requiring specialized noving dollies which shall be open to
i nspection by any peace officer, carrier enforcenment officer, or
aut horized agent of any authority granting such permt. The fee for
such permt shall be ten dollars.

(3) The department shall adopt and pronul gate rules and
regul ati ons governing the issuance of the permts. Such rules and
regul ations shall i ncl ude, but not be linmted to, driver
qgqualifications, equipnent selection, hours of operation, weather
conditions, road conditions, determnation of any damage caused to

hi ghways or bridges, cutting or triming of trees, renoval or
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1 relocation of signs or other property of the state, raising or
2 lowering of electric supply and communication |ines, and such other
3 safety considerations as the departnent deens necessary.

4 (4) Any person who violates the terms of a permit issued
5 pursuant to this section or otherwise violates this section shall be
6 guilty of a Class IIl m sdeneanor.

7 Sec. 5. Oiginal sections 48-436, 48-437, 48-438, and

8 60- 6, 299, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, are repeal ed.



