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A BI'LL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to courts; to anend section 43-3701, Reissue

2 Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska; to state intent; to create
3 a fund; to provide for grants to court appointed special
4 advocate prograns; to provide duties; to create a court
5 fee; to provide a duty for the Revisor of Statutes; to
6 har noni ze provisions; and to repeal the original section.

7 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. The Legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) The safety and well-being of abused and negl ected

children throughout the State of Nebraska should be of tantanount

concern to the state and its citizens;

(2) Court appointed special advocate volunteers provide a

uni gue and vital service to the children they represent and work to

ensure the safety and well-bei ng of abused and negl ected children;

(3) Court appointed special advocate volunteers have

provided, in many cases, the judges who adjudicate cases wth

essential information that has not only ensured the safety and wel| -

bei ng of abused and negl ected children throughout Nebraska, but has

al so saved the state thousands of dollars; and

(4) Providing resources through a grant program will

increase the savings to the state through these programns.

Sec. 2. The Court Appointed Special Advocate Fund is

created. The fund shall be under the control of the Suprene Court and

adm ni stered by the State Court Admi nistrator. The fund shall be used

for grants as provided in section 3 of this act. The fund shall

consist of fees remtted under section 6 of this act. Any noney in

the fund available for investnent shall be invested by the state

investnent officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and

the Nebraska State Funds Investnent Act. Interest earned shall be

credi ted back to the fund.

Sec. 3. (1) The Suprene Court shall award grants fromthe

Court Appointed Special Advocate Fund as provided in subsection (2)
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of this section to any court appointed special advocate programthat

applies for the grant and:

(a) Is a nonprofit organi zati on organi zed under section

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

(b) Operates statew de; and

(c) Has an affiliation agreenent with | ocal prograns that

neet the requirenents of section 43-3706.

(2) The Suprene Court shall award grants up to the anpunt

credited to the fund from the fees assessed under section 6 of the

act as foll ows:

(a) Up to twenty-five thousand dollars may be used by the

court to administer this section

(b) O the renmining anbunt, eighty percent, but not nore

than four hundred thousand dollars, shall be awarded as grants used

to recruit new court appointed special advocate volunteers and to

defray the <cost of training court appointed special advocat e

vol unt eers;

(c) O the renmmining anmount, ten percent, but no nore

than fifty thousand dollars, shall be awarded as grants used to

create innovative programming to inplenent the Court Appointed

Speci al Advocate Act:; and

(d) O the renmining anbunt, ten percent but no nore than

fifty thousand dollars shall be awarded as grants used to expand

court appointed special advocate progranms into counties that have no

prograns or |limted prograns.
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Sec. 4. Each applicant who is awarded a qgrant under

section 3 of this act shall provide the Suprene Court, Clerk of the

Legi sl ature, and Governor prior to Decenber 31 of each year a report

detailing:

(1) The nunber of court appointed special advocate

volunteers trained during the previous fiscal year

(2) The cost of training the court appointed special

advocate volunteers trained during the previous fiscal year

(3) The nunber of court appointed special advocate

vol unteers recruited during the previous fiscal year

(4) A description of any prograns described in

subdi vision (2)(d) of section 3 of this act;

(5) The total nunber of courts being served by court

appoi nted special advocate prograns during the previous fiscal year;

and

(6) The total nunber of children being served by court

appoi nted special advocate volunteers during the previous fisca

year.

Sec. 5. Section 43-3701, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

43-3701 Sections 43-3701 to 43-3716 and sections 1, 2, 3,

and 4 of this act shall be known and may be cited as the Court

Appoi nt ed Speci al Advocate Act.

Sec. 6. In addition to all other court costs assessed

according to law, a fee of one dollar and twenty-five cents shall be
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taxed as costs for each case filed in each county court and district

court, including appeals to such courts, and for each appeal and

original action filed in the Court of Appeals and the Suprenme Court.

The fees shall be renitted to the State Treasurer on forns prescribed

by the State Treasurer within ten days after the end of each nonth.

The State Treasurer shall credit the fees to the Court Appointed

Speci al Advocat e Fund.

Sec. 7. The Revisor of Statutes shall assign section 6 of
this act to Chapter 33.
Sec. 8. Oiginal section 43-3701, Rei ssue Revi sed

Statutes of Nebraska, is repeal ed.



