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This bill would change location, hearing, and document provisions of the Nebraska Workers' Compensation Court. The bill would allow
certain hearings to be heard by the court telephonically or by videoconferencing or similar equipment at any location within the state.

The Workers' Compensation Court states that this bill will have an indeterminate impact on their budget. It could decrease expenditures
for travel if certain hearings are held remotely, but it could increase expenditures for videoconferencing or similar equipment.

The response of the Workers' Compensation Court follows:

LB 151 would allow hearings under the Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Actto be held telephonically or by
videoconferencing at any location within the state. Under current law, hearings must be heard in the county in which the
accident occurred unless otherwise stipulated by the parties. This results in significant travel costs and down time for the
judges. Conducting hearings remotely would decrease expenditures for travel costs, but could also increase expenditures for
the purchase of videoconferencing equipment and related technology. However, the court has not yet determined the
circumstances under which videoconferencing would be allowed for evidentiary hearings, or the number of locations from
which videoconferencing would be conducted. Therefore, it is not yet possible to quantify the potential increases or decreases

in expenditures.

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

REVIEWED BY | Joe Wilcox DATE 1/20/11 ! PHONE 471-2526

COMMENTS

NEBRASKA WORKERS' COMPENSATION COURT: No cost estimates determined. No basis to dispute agency statement relative to
the Workers’ Compensation Court.
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Explanation of Estimate:

LB 151 would allow hearings under the Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Act to be held
telephonically or by videoconferencing at any location within the state. Under current law, hearings
must be heard in the county in which the accident occurred unless otherwise stipulated by the
parties. This results in significant travel costs and down time for the judges. Conducting hearings
remotely would decrease expenditures for travel costs, but could also increase expenditures for the
purchase of videoconferencing equipment and related technology. However, the court has not yet
determined the circumstances under which videoconferencing would be allowed for evidentiary
hearings, or the number of locations from which videoconferencing would be conducted. Therefore,
it is not yet possible to quantify the potential increases or decreases in expenditures.
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