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June 15, 2012 
 
 
Dear : 
 
According to Nebraska statutes 50-1301 et al., the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs 
Committee is charged with the responsibility of collecting detailed information on the state's boards 
and commissions every four years.  As a result, the Committee is undertaking an extensive survey of 
every board, commission, committee, task force, council, and authority created by law.   
 
All agencies, boards, commissions, and departments of the state are reciprocally required by section 
50-1304 to "furnish such information, reports, aid, services, and assistance as may be requested by 
any standing committee of the Legislature in the performance of its duties."  Your help in completing 
the attached survey on behalf of the entity listed above is greatly appreciated. 
 
Please note the following important points regarding the filing of your survey: 
1.   Due to the enormity of the survey project, survey responses will not be reformatted by my office 
prior to their inclusion in a compilation for general distribution.  Instead, survey responses will be 
photocopied exactly as they are received and assembled for binding.  Consequently, your response 
should be "camera ready."  Please type your response, or if you must write, print legibly and use a 
black, liquid ink pen that photocopies well. 
2.  As an alternative, you can complete and submit the survey on-line at 
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/reports/bcsurvey.php 
3.  Survey responses are due on August 3, 2012.  Failure to fully respond to the survey may result 
in a review of the board or commission by the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee 
and possible inclusion in a legislative bill for termination. 
 
Thank you for your attention to the survey.  If you have any questions that are not answered by the 
attached 2012 Boards and Commissions Survey Guide, please do not hesitate to call Christy 
Abraham at the phone number listed above. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bill Avery 
Chair, Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee 
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The 2012 Boards and Commissions Survey Guide 
 
The 2012 Boards and Commissions Survey has seventeen questions, many of 
which seem somewhat vague due to space restrictions.  This Guide is designed 
to help you crack the survey's code and answer the questions as thoroughly as 
possible. 
 
Beneath this introduction, there are seventeen sections, with one correlating to 
each question on the survey.  Referring to the information below as you answer 
the survey—the same way one would refer to the instructional booklet when filing 
income taxes—should resolve any questions that arise.  If it doesn't, please call 
Christy Abraham, Legal Counsel to the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs 
Committee, at 471-2633 for assistance.   
 
1. Formal Name List the full formal name of the board or commission 
with specificity.  For example, list "Advisory Group to the Department of Widgets" 
rather than "Advisory Group," which could refer to any department. 
 
2. Purpose What is the board or commission meant to accomplish?  An 
example: "The Task Force on Widgets was created to examine how widgets can 
be more efficiently manufactured in Nebraska and more successfully marketed 
abroad."  If your board or commission has adopted a mission statement, consider 
paraphrasing it. 
 
3. How many affectable / How many served Several boards and 
commissions attempt to affect the lives of discrete populations of Nebraskans.  
The measure of their success can sometimes be demonstrated by how many 
people within those groups are directly served or otherwise benefited from their 
efforts.  For example, assume an estimated 20,000 Nebraskans would benefit 
from owning widgets.  A state program makes widgets available to those who 
qualify.  Of those 20,000 Nebraskans, an estimated 10,000 qualify; 5,000 have 
actually received widgets.  The answer to "How many affectable" is 10,000.  The 
answer to "How many served" is 5,000.  Good faith estimations are fine.  This 
question will not apply to all boards and commissions.  If it does not apply to your 
board or commission, write "Not Applicable" in the spaces provided. 
 
4. Year created / Year active / Sunset date   Boards and commissions 
typically require time to be constituted before they begin operating.  They may 
also have a fixed termination date, called a "sunset date."  List these dates as 
precisely as possible. 
 
5. Contact Person List the name, job title, complete mailing address, and 
phone number of the person who can best act on behalf of the board or 
commission as a liaison with the Legislature.  This person would preferably be a 
state employee who coordinates the board or commission for an agency, 
although that may not be possible in all cases.   
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6. Authorization citation Most boards and commissions surveyed by the 
Government Committee are created from legislative action. However, they may 
also arise by way of a federal mandate, or a state or federal court order.    
• If your board or commission was authorized by the Legislature, list only 
the number of the Nebraska Revised Statutes section containing the enabling 
language (it will include a phrase like, "There is hereby created the Committee on 
Widgets").  For example, write "Nebraska Revised Statutes Section 12-345.01." 
• If your board or commission is federally mandated, list the United States 
Code or Code of Federal Regulations section number, the Presidential Executive 
Order number, or the federal court order citation. 
 
7. Parent Agency  List the agency or other entity that oversees the board or 
commission. 
 
8. Number of Members / Who appoints How many people sit on the 
board or commission?  Who appoints them?  For example, write "Number of 
members: 15; Who appoints: Governor." 
 
9. Legislative approval / Qualifications  Many appointees to Nebraska's 
boards and commissions must be approved by the Legislature, particularly if they 
sit on boards and commissions that were statutorily created.  Their qualifications 
are usually geographically or professionally related.  For example, write 
"Legislative Approval: yes; Qualifications: 3 widget manufacturers or retailers 
from each congressional district."  Be specific. 
 
10. Per diem / Expense Reimbursement Do the members of the board or 
commission receive a per diem?  If not, answer "No."  If they do, as an example, 
answer "$20/day."  Are the members reimbursed for their expenses?  Answer yes 
or no. 
 
11. Term Length / Terms rotate or expire at once  How long are the 
members' terms?  Do their terms overlap, with the membership changing by a 
few members at a time, or are all the members' terms up at once? 
 
12. Number of Meetings   List the number of meetings the board or 
commission was required to have in the first column, and how many were 
actually conducted in the second. 
 
13. Support staff / Shared or separate  Most, but not all, boards and 
commissions have support staff.  Under "Support staff," answer yes or no if 
anyone staffs the board or commission.  Under "Shared or separate," answer 
"Separate" if the board or commission is independent and has its own employees.  
Answer with the name of the parent agency or board or commission if support 
staff is shared.  For example, write "Department of Widgets" or even "Parent 
Agency." 

4



 
14. FY 09-10 budget....   Some boards and commissions have separate 
budgets, although most do not and the expense of their operation is borne by a 
parent agency.  For those boards and commissions with no separate budgets, 
write "$0."  Do not leave the spaces blank.  For boards and commissions that do 
have separate budgets, answer in dollar amounts.  In this question, "budget" 
refers only to amounts earmarked for operating the board or commission, not for 
the program the board or commission oversees.   For example, say the State 
Widget Board employs an executive director and an administrative assistant.  It 
has office expenses, and it pays members a $20 per diem.  It would report the 
sum of those budget items, not its entire annual budget of $2,000,000, most of 
which it uses to fund a widget recycling program. 
 
15. Other funding sources Boards and commissions may receive funds 
from sources other than the State of Nebraska which are used for operations.  If 
a board or commission receives no other funding, answer "None."  If it does 
receive other funding that is used for operations, answer as an example "Yes, 
$500 from a grant" or "Yes, $10,000 from the federal government." 
 
16. Spending authority   Some boards and commissions are empowered to 
allocate and spend money on program objectives; others are not and can only 
advise on program expenditures.  Answer "No" if your board or commission has 
no spending authority.  Answer "Yes" and elaborate if it does.  For example, write, 
"Yes, the Widget Authority allocates funds between its three subdivisions after 
examining and weighing subdivision needs and goals." 
 
17. Since July 1, 2008   This is the most important question of the survey.  
What has your board or commission done in the last four years?  Since the 
statute was changed to require the Government Committee to complete this 
survey every four years, instead of every two years, this question is looking for 
your accomplishments since the last survey in July 2008.  Be as thorough as 
possible in the space provided.  For example: "The Nebraska Widget Steering 
Committee updated its strategic plan in the autumn of 2010 to reflect advances in 
widget technological applications.  In implementing its updated plan, the 
Committee hosted two conferences in 2009, each with more than 450 
participants from local political subdivisions...." 
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2012 Boards and Commissions Survey Answer Sheet 
 
General Information 
1.   Formal Name: .............................................................................................................................. 
2.   Purpose: ....................................................................................................................................... 
.............................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................. 
3. How many 
affectable: ………………………………………………………………………….  How many 
served:  ……………………………………………………………………………     
4. Year created:  ............Year active:  .............Sunset 
date: …………………………………….. 
5. Contact 
person: ………………………………………………………………………………..    
 
Authorization 
6. Authorization 
citation: ………………………………………………………………………… 
7. Parent 
agency: ............................................................................................................................. 
 
Memberships and Meetings 
8. Number of members:  .................................   
      Who appoints:  ............................................ 
9. Legislative approval: ..................................   

Qualifications of 
members:   ..........................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................... 
10. Per diem:  …………………  Expense 
reimbursement:  ………….…………………………… 
 
11. Term 
length: …………………………………………………………………………………    Terms 
rotate or expire at once:  …………………………………………………………….. 
 
12. Number of meetings required in FY 09-10:  ..............  Held: ...................   

                   FY 10-11: ................  Held:  ..................... 
                   FY 11-12: ................. Held:   .................... 

 
Operations 
13. Support staff:  .............Shared or separate: ........................................................................... 
14. FY 09-10 budget:  ................................................................................................................. 

FY 10-11 budget:  ................................................................................................................. 
FY 11-12 budget:  ................................................................................................................. 

15. Other funding sources:   ........................................................................................................ 
16. Spending authority:  .............................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................... 
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Accomplishments 
17. Since July 1, 
2008:     .................................................................................................................. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….................... 
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