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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to energency responders; to section
2 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Cunul ative Suppl enent, 2006; to
3 adopt the Volunteer Energency Responders Incentive Act; to
4 provide for an incone tax credit as prescribed; to provide
5 an operative date; and to repeal the original section.
6 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Sections 1 to 5 of this act shall be known and

may be cited as the Volunteer Energency Responders lncentive Act.

Sec. 2. For purposes of the Volunteer Energency Responders

Incentive Act:

(1) Active energency responder neans a person_ who has been

approved by the duly constituted authority in control of a volunteer

departnment as a volunteer nenber of the departnent who is performng

service as both a firefighter and on a rescue squad in the protection

of life, health, or property from fire or other energency, accident,

illness, or calamty in connection with which the services of such

volunteer department are required and whose services and activities

during a year of service neet the nminimum requirenents for

qualification as an active nenber of his or her volunteer departnent

as _established by section 3 of this act;

(2) Active rescue squad nenber neans a person who has been

approved by the duly constituted authority in control of a volunteer

departnment as a volunteer nenber of the departnment who is performng

service as part of a rescue squad in the protection of |life or health

from energency., accident, illness, or calamty in connection wth

which the services of such volunteer departnent are required and

whose services and activities during a year of service neet the

mni mum requirenents for qualification as an active nenber of his or

her volunteer departnment as established by section 3 of this act:

(3) Active volunteer firefighter neans a person_ who has

been approved by the duly constituted authority in control of a

volunt eer departnment as a volunteer nenber of the departnent who is

performng service as a firefighter in the protection of life or
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property from fire or other energency. accident., or calamty in

connection with which the services of such volunteer departnent are

reqgui red and whose services and activities during a vear of service

neet the mninmum requirenents for qualification as an active nenber

of his or her volunteer departnment as established by section 3 of

this act:

(4) Standard criteria for qualified active service neans

the nminimum annual service requirenents for the qualification of a

volunteer nenber of a volunteer departnent as an active energency

r esponder active rescue squad nenber , or active vol unt eer

firefighter so as to allow such person a refundable credit to be

applied against his or her state income tax liability; and

(5) Vol unt eer depart nent neans any vol unt eer fire

departnment or volunteer first-aid, rescue, anbulance, or energency

squad or volunteer fire conpany., association., or organization serving

any city., village. or rural or suburban fire protection district by

providing fire protection or energency response services for the

pur pose of protecting human life, heal t h. or property.

Sec. 3. (1) The standard criteria for qualified active

service shall be based on a total of one hundred possible points per

yvear. A person nust accunulate at least fifty points out of the

possible one hundred points during a year of service in order to

qualify as an active energency responder. active rescue sgquad nenber,

or _active volunteer firefighter. Points shall be awarded as provided

in this section.

(2) A fixed ampunt of twenty-five points shall be awarded

to a person for responding to ten percent of the energency response
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calls which are (a) dispatched from his or her assigned station or

conpany during a vear of service and (b) relevant to the appropriate

duty category of the person. An_ energency response call neans any

di spatch involving an energency activity that an energency responder,

rescue _squad nenber, or volunteer firefighter is directed to do by

the chief of the fire departnent. the chief of the anbul ance service,

or _the person authorized to act for the chief. No points shall be

awarded for responding to less than ten percent of the energency

response calls.

(3) For participation in training courses, a naxinum total

of not nore than twenty-five points may be awarded on the foll ow ng

basis:

(a) For courses under twenty hours duration. one point

shall be awarded per two hours in the course, with a maxinmum of five

poi nts awarded per course;

(b) For courses of twenty hours but |ess than forty-one

hours duration, five points shall be awarded. plus one point awarded

for each hour after the first twenty hours in the course, with a

maxi mum of ten points awarded per course; and

(c) For courses over forty hours duration, fifteen points

shall be awarded per course.

(4) For participation in drills, one point shall be awarded

per drill. with a maxinum total of not npre than twenty points. Each

drill shall last at least two hours. Drills neans reqular nonthly

drills used for instructional and educational purposes, as well as

nock energency response exercises to evaluate the efficiency or

per f or rance by t he per sonnel of a vol unt eer depart nment .
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(5) For attendance at an official neeting of the volunteer

departnment or nutual aid organization, one point shall be awarded per

neet i ng, with a maxinmum total of not nore than ten points.

(6) A fixed award of ten points shall be awarded for

conpletion of a term in one of the following elected or appointed

positions: (a) An elected or appointed position defined in the

volunteer departnent's constitution or bylaws: (b)) an elected or

appointed position of a nmutual aid organization; or (c) an elected

office of the Nebraska State Volunteer Firefighter's Association or

other organi zed associations dealing with energency response services

in Nebraska.

(7) For participation in activities of fire prevention

conmuni cated to public, open house., speaking engagenents on behalf of

the volunteer departnment. presenting fire or rescue equipnent at a

parade or other public event, attendance at the Nebraska State

Volunteer Firefighter's Association annual neeting. attendance at a

neeting of a governing body of a city, village, or rural or suburban

fire protection district on behalf of the departnent, or other

activities related to energency services not covered in_this

subsection, one point shall be awarded per activity, but no nore than

one point shall be awarded per day. with a nmaximum total of not nore

than ten points.

(8) Activities which may qualify a person to receive points

in nmore than one of the categories described in subsections (2)

through (7) of this section shall only be credited in one category.

Sec. 4. (1) Each volunteer departnent serving a city,

village, or rural or suburban fire protection district shall designate
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one nenber of the departnent to serve as the certification

adnm ni strator. The desi gnati on of such i ndi vi dual as t he

certification admnistrator shall be confirnmed and approved by the

governing body of such city., village. or rural or suburban fire

protection district. It shall be the duty of the certification

adnministrator to keep and nmmintain records on the activities of all

volunt eer _nmenbers and award points for such activities based upon the

standard criteria for qualified active service.

(2) Each vol unt eer nenber shal | be provided by the

certification admnistrator with notice of the total points he or she

has accunulated during each six-nonth period during each year. No

later than thirty days following the end of each year of service, the

certification admnistrator shall forward to the governing body of

the city, village, or rural or suburban fire protection district a

witten report specifying the nane of each volunteer nenber of the

volunteer departnment. the nunber of points accumulated by each

volunteer during the vear of service, and the nanes and those

volunteers who have qualified as active energency responders. active

rescue _squad nenbers, or active volunteer firefighters. At the tine

of the filing of the report., each volunteer nenber of the departnent

whose nanme does not appear on the list of qualified volunteers shall

be inforned of such fact in _witing by the certification

adnministrator by mailing the sane by first-class United States nmil.

postage prepaid to the |ast-known address of such volunteer nenber.

(3) The governing body of the city., village, or rural or

suburban fire protection district shall approve and certify the |ist

of those volunteers who have qualified as active energency
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responders., active rescue squad nenbers, or active volunteer

firefighters by February 10 of the follow ng year

Sec. 5. Each city, village, or rural or suburban fire

protection district shall file with the Departnent of Revenue a
certified list of those volunteers who have qualified as active
energency responders, active rescue squad nenbers. or active

volunteer firefighters for the immediately preceding year of service

no later than February 15.

Sec. 6. Section 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl enent, 2006, is anended to read:

77-2715.07. (1) There shall be allowed to qualified resident
i ndividuals as a nonrefundable credit against the income tax inmposed
by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:

(a) A credit equal to the federal «credit allowed under
section 22 of the Internal Revenue Code; and

(b) A credit for taxes paid to another state as provided in
section 77-2730.

(2) There shall be allowed to qualified resident individuals
agai nst the incone tax inmposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967

(a) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross
i ncomes of greater than twenty-nine thousand dollars, a nonrefundabl e
credit equal to twenty-five percent of the federal credit allowed
under section 21 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended;

(b) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross
i ncone of twenty-nine thousand dollars or less, a refundable credit
equal to a percentage of the federal credit allowable under section 21

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as anmended, whether or not the
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federal credit was Ilimted by the federal tax Iliability. The
percentage of the federal credit shall be one hundred percent for
incomes not greater than twenty-two thousand dollars, and the
percentage shall be reduced by ten percent for each one thousand
dollars, or fraction thereof, by which the reported federal adjusted
gross incone exceeds twenty-two thousand dol | ars;

(c) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an
incone tax credit as an owner of agricultural assets wunder the
Begi nning Farnmer Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or
deemred to begin on or after January 1, 2001, under the Interna
Revenue Code of 1986, as anended; and a refundable credit as provided
in section 77-5209.01 for individuals who qualify for an incone tax
credit as a qualified beginning farner or |ivestock producer under the
Begi nning Farnmer Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or
deemred to begin on or after January 1, 2006, under the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as anended

(d) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an
income tax credit under the Nebraska Advantage M croenterprise Tax
Credit Act or the Nebraska Advantage Research and Devel opment Act;
and

(e) A refundable credit equal to eight percent of the
federal credit allowed under section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code

of 1986, as anended__and -

(f) A refundable credit of five hundred dollars for each

individual who qualifies as an active energency responder, active

rescue squad nmenber, or active volunteer firefighter under the

Vol unt eer Energency Responders lncentive Act.
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(3) There shall be allowed to all individuals as a
nonr ef undabl e credit against the income tax inposed by the Nebraska
Revenue Act of 1967:

(a) A credit for personal exenptions allowed under section
77-2716.01; and

(b) A credit for contributions to certified comunity
bet t er ment prograns as provided in the Comunity Devel opnent
Assi stance Act. FEach partner, each shareholder of an electing
subchapter S corporation, each beneficiary of an estate or trust, or
each menber of a limted liability conmpany shall report his or her
share of the credit in the sane manner and proportion as he or she
reports the partnership, subchapter S corporation, estate, trust, or
limted liability conpany incone.

(4) There shall be allowed as a credit against the incone
tax i nmposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:

(a) A credit to all resident estates and trusts for taxes
paid to another state as provided in section 77-2730; and

(b) A credit to all estates and trusts for contributions to
certified comunity betternent programs as provided in the Comunity
Devel oprment Assi stance Act.

(5) There shall be allowed to all business firnms as a credit
against the income tax inposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 a
credit as provided in section 77-27,222.

Sec. 7. This act becones operative for taxable years
begi nning or deened to begin on or after January 1, 2008, under the
I nternal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended.

Sec. 8. Ori gi nal section 77-2715.07, Revi sed Statutes
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1 Cumul ati ve Suppl enent, 2006, is repeal ed.
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