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A BILL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to hunting and fishing pernmts; to anend
2 section 37-405, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and
3 sections 37-420, 37-421, and 37-421.01, Revised Statutes
4 Cunul ati ve Suppl ement, 2006; to change provisions relating
5 to hunting and fishing pernmts for Nebraska residents in
6 active mlitary service and veterans; to har noni ze
7 provi si ons; and to repeal t he ori gi nal secti ons.
8 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 37-405, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

37-405. (1) The comm ssion shall provide for the issuance of
permts to hunt, fish, or harvest fur. Application for such permts
shall be nade to the conmission or its agents and shall contain such
information as nay be prescribed by the comission. Al applications
for pernmits to harvest fur shall include the applicant's soci al
security nunber. A pernit shall authorize the person to whom it is
issued to hunt, fish, or harvest fur-bearing animals as provided by
the Game Law during the period for which the pernt is issued.

(2) If the holder of a hunting permt is a hunter of
mgratory gane birds, he or she shall be required to declare hinself
or herself as such and provide information regarding his or her
mgratory game bird hunting activity to the conmm ssion. Documentation
of such a declaration shall be nade on the hunting pernmt or a
separate docunent which shall beconme a part of the permt. Costs to
the conmmission of inplenenting such declaration and docunentation and
for participation in a federal program designed to obtain survey
information on migratory bird hunting activity shall be funded from
the State Gane Fund. For purposes of this subsection, mgratory bird
has the definition found in 50 C.F.R part 10, subpart B, section
10.12, and migratory gane bird has the definition found in 50 C. F.R
part 20, subpart B, section 20.11(a).

(3) Al permts shall expire at mdnight on Decenber 31 in
the year for which the permt is issued, except as otherw se provided

in sections 37-415, 37-420, and 37-421, and 37-421. 01.

(4) A person who is hunting, fur harvesting, or fishing
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shal | present evidence of having a permt inmediately upon demand to
any officer or person whose duty it is to enforce the Gane Law. Any
person hunting, fishing, or fur harvesting in this state w thout such
evi dence shall be deened to be w thout such permt.

(5) The commission shall adopt and promulgate rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out this section

Sec. 2. Section  37-420, Revised Statutes Cumul ative
Suppl enent, 2006, is anended to read:

37-420. (1) Any veteran who is a legal resident of the State
of Nebraska and who was di scharged or separated with a
characterization of honorable or general (under honorable conditions)
shall be exenpt from the paynment of any fees provided by the l|aws of
the State of Nebraska and established by the comm ssion pursuant to
section 37-327 for the privilege of fishing or hunting in Nebraska.
H—the—veteran—

—ts—rated—by—the UnitedStates—Pepartrent—ot—Veterahs

(2) The exenption described in subsection (1) of this

section shall not extend to the privilege of comercial fishing,
trapping of fur-bearing animals, or hunting for deer, antelope, wld
turkey, or any other species of fish and gane on which the open season
is limted to a restricted nunber of permits or to special permts for

a restricted area or ganme nmanagenent unit.
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(3) If disabled persons are unable by reason of physical
infirmties to hunt and fish in the normal manner, the conmm ssion may
i ssue special pernits without cost to those persons to hunt and fish
from a vehicle, but such permits shall not authorize any person to
shoot from any public highway.

(4) Al pernmts issued without the payment of any fees
pursuant to this section shall be perpetual and becone void only upon
term nation of eligibility as provi ded in this secti on.

(5) The commission my adopt and pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out this section.

(6) Permits issued under subdivision (3) of this section as
it existed prior to January 1, 2006, shall not expire as provided in
section 37-421.

Sec. 3. Section  37-421, Revi sed Statutes Cunul ative
Suppl enent, 2006, is anended to read:

37-421. (1) The commission nay issue an annual conbination

fishing and hunting permt upon application and paynent of a fee of

five dollars to {a)—anry—Nebraska—resident—who s —aveteran—who—is

conditionsy—or{b)y any Nebraska resident who is sixty-nine years of

age or older. A person who is issued a permt under this section
shall be exenmpt from the paynent of any additional fees provided by
the laws of the State of Nebraska and established by the conm ssion
pursuant to section 37-327 for the privilege of fishing or hunting in
Nebraska, except that such exenption shall not extend to the privilege

of commercial fishing, trapping of fur-bearing animals, or hunting for
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deer, antelope, wild turkey, or any other species of fish and ganme on
which the open season is linmted to a restricted number of permts or
to special permits for a restricted area or ganme nanagement unit.

(2) A permt issued as provided in this section shall expire
as provided in section 37-405. Pernits issued under this section as it
existed before January 1, 2006, shall not expire as provided in
section 37-405.

(3) If disabled persons are unable by reason of physical
infirmties to hunt and fish in the normal manner, the comm ssion may
i ssue special pernits without cost to those persons to hunt and fish
from a vehicle, but such permts shall not authorize any person to
shoot from any public highway.

(4) The commission my adopt and pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out this section

Sec. 4. Section 37-421.01, Revised Statutes Cunulative

Suppl enent, 2006, is anended to read:

37-421.01. Netwthstandinrg—any—provision—ef—section—37-407
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(1)(a) Any Nebraska resident who is in active nmilitary

service in the National Guard or the arned forces of the United States

shall be exenpt from the paynent of any fees provided by the |aws of

the State of Nebraska and established by the conm ssion pursuant to

section 37-327 for the privilege of fishing or hunting in Nebraska.

(b) The exenption described in this subsection shall not

extend to the privilege of commercial fishing, trapping of fur-bearing

animals, or hunting for deer, antelope, wld turkey, or any other

species of fish and gane _on which the open season is linmted to a

restricted nunber of pernmts or to special pernits for a restricted

area or gane managenent unit.

(c) Al permts issued without the paynent of any fees

pursuant to this subsection shall be perpetual and becone void only

upon termnation of eligibility as provided in this subsection.

(2)(a) Notwithstanding any provision of section 37-447,
37-449, 37-450, 37-451, or 37-457 to the contrary, a Nebraska resident
who purchased a big gane permt and who was depl oyed out of state with
a branch of the United States military for the entire season of the
hunt and who was unable to use the pernit shall be entitled to receive
a discounted permit on a one-tine basis upon returning to the state if
the resident provides to the comni ssion satisfactory proof of purchase
of the original permt and evidence of the resident's deploynent.
Alternatively, the nenber of the mlitary may request a refund of the
anount paid for a big gane pernit and the conmission shall pay such
anount .

(b) For purposes of this subsection, big ganme neans

-6-



LB 184

10

11

LB 184

ant el ope, deer, elk, nmountain sheep, and wld turkeys.

3> (c) The commission shall establish a fee of five
dollars for the discounted pernits authorized in this seetion-
subsection. The comm ssion nmay authorize electronic issuance of the
di scounted permts.

4 (d) The comrission may adopt and pronulgate rules
and regulations that set forth the procedures for applying for, and
the issuance of, the discounted permts authorized in this section.

Sec. 5. Oiginal section 37-405, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, and sections 37-420, 37-421, and 37-421.01, Revised Statutes

Cunul ati ve Suppl enent, 2006, are repeal ed.



