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Introduction

Nebraska. has some 224 statutorily created boards, commissions,
and other similar entities (hereinafter, collectively referred to as
boards). Among the many tasks assigned to them, boards provide
oversight of governmental programs, regulate licensed profession-
als, carry out studies, oversee implementation of new programs,
advocate for certain constituencies, and advise state agencies.

In 1997, the Executive Board of the Legislative Council requested
that the Legislative Research Division compile and annually up-
date a list of statutorily created boards. This publication coniains
that list. The list does not purposefully include (1) boards ¢redted
by execulive order, by agency rule or regulation, or pursuant to
federal mandates, unless enacted via state statute; (2) commissions
or councils created pursuant to interstate compacts; or (3) boards
created via state statute but which serve local governments.

Legislative Action Affecting Boards and Commissions

In 2005, the Legislature created eight new boards and eliminated
three. Additionally, the Legislature passed LB 241, pertaining to
the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee’s task.
of biennially reviewing the function and status of all boards created
by state faw. LB 241 mandates the review, which includes a com-
prehensive report, be done every four years beginning in 2008.

New Boards

Committee to Carry Out the Purposes of the Agricultural Oppor-
tunities and Value-Added Partnership Act (LB 90). This commit-
lee, composed of- staff from the state departments of Economic
Development and Agriculture, was given the task of promulgating
rules and regulations. to carry out the Agricultural Opportunities
and Value-Added Partnerships Act.

Work Group to Develop Recommendations for the Training of
Youth Service Workers (LB 259). This work group  was. estab-
lished to develop recommendations for training youth services
workers employed by entities licensed by the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Department of Health and
Human Services Regulation and Licensure for the care or treat-
ment of youth in out-of-home placements. The work group must
submit its recommendations for providing and funding training for
youth services workers on or before December 1, 2003, and termi-
nates thereafter.



Regional Interoperability Advisory Board (LB 343). This advi-
sory board was created to give advice to the Department of Admin-
istrative Services (DAS) Division of Communications -on the for-
mation, expansion, and enhancement of regional communication
systems so that emergency personnel, among others, in the same
geographic area can communicate with one. another. Members are
appointed by the Governor and must include: one representative
each of the DAS Division of Communications and the Nebraska
Emergency Management Agency, and four representatives of re-
gional communication systems. The advisory board terminates on
January 1, 2009. The advisory board, to some extent, replaces the
Public Safety Wireless Communication Board, which was dis-
banded via LB 343. The Public Safety Wireless Communications
Board was created to advise the Legislature on making the various
public safety communications systeins compatible statewide. How-
ever, the plan for immediate statewide compatibility was deemed
too costly. LB 343 essentially recognizes the regional approach to
public safety communications is a more frugal alternative.

Medical Radiographer Advisory Committee (LB 453). This advi-
sory comimittee was credted to advise the Department of Health
and Human Services Regulation and Licensure in matters pertain-
ing to the licensing and regulation of medical radiographers. The
advisory committee members include the director of the division of
credentialing within the department, who serves as chairperson,
and four medical radiographers licensed by the department and ap-
pointed by the State Board of Health.

Nebraska Innovation Zone Commission (LB 546). This commis-
sion was created. to spur economic development between Omaha
and Lineoln. The intent of LB 546 is to allow for the creation of
multi-county commissions to encourage regional economic devel-
opment along what the bill terms the Interstate 80 corridor. How-
ever, only the one commission linking the economic interests of
the communities joined by 1-80 between Omaha and Lincoln is ex-
pressly created via LB 546. The commission members include rep-
resentatives from Douglas, Sarpy, Lancaster, Saunders, and Wash-
ington counties, the cities of Lincoln and Omabha, cities of the sec-
ond class and villages in those counties, the University of Ne-
braska, the community college areas, and the Papio Missouri River
and the Lower Platte South natural resources districts. The provi-
sions of the Nebraska Opportunity Zone Act terminate on Decem-
ber 31, 2010.

Broadband Services Task Force (LB 645). This task force was
created to study whether It is a good idea to allow public power
systems and political subdivisions to provide telecomimunication
services, including wireless, Internet, broadband, and video ser-



vices. Among the topics to be studied are an evaluation of the need
for wholesale communications services in Nebraska, the regulation
and taxation of wholesale services, and the availability of public
power infrastructure to provide services. The task force has I8
members, three appointed by the Executive Board of the Legisla-
tive Council; six appointed by the Governor; three members of the
Public Service Commission; three members of the Nebraska Power
Review Board or their designees; and three members of the Ne-
braska Information Technology Commission or their designees.
The task force terminates on December 1, 2006.

Distance Education Task Force (LB 689). This task force was
created to develop a plan to improve and coordinate distance edu-
cation.. The membership of the task force includes the chairperson
and one other member of the Legislature’s Education Committee;
the chairperson and one other member of the Legislature’s Trans-
portation and Telecommunications Committee; a representative
each from educational service units, distance education consortia,
the State Department of Education (the latter with expertise in
technology infrastructure), and the Public Service Commission;
two representatives each of the Nebraska Information Technology
Comimission and postsecondary education (the latter with expertise
in technology infrastructure, distance education, or dual-enrollment
courses); one representative of the Governor; two members who
are either school district superintendents or public school princi-
pals; and one member from the Nebraska Educational Telecom-
munications Commission with expertise in technology infrastruc-
ture or distance education. The task force terminates on December
31, 200s.

Medicaid Reform Advisory Council (LB 709). The council was
created to advise the Governor and the Chairperson of the Legisla-
ture’s Health and Human Services Committee regarding the Medi-
caid reform plan envisioned in LB 709. The council must consist
of at least one representative from each of the following groups:
health-care providers, health-care consumers and consumer advo-
cates, business representatives, insurers, and elected officials. The
Governor and the chairperson each appoint five of the council’s
members.

Repealed Boards

° Advisory Council of Certified Nurse Anesthetists (LB 256).

® Technical Advisoty Committee to the Natiral Resources
Data Bank (LB 342).

* Fublic Safety Wireless Communication Board (LB 343).

(%)



Actions Affecting Existing Boards

This annual publication does not track every change made (o exist-
ing boards. However, significant changes (for example, changes
affecting a board’s structure, function, funding, or termination
date) are briefly noted below.

Nebraska Hall of Fame Commission (LB 37), The commission js
required to hold public hearings on finalists for induction into the
Nebraska Hall of Fame in each of the state’s three congressional
districts prior to selecting one for induction inte the Hall of Fame.
LB 37 also reguires that the Governor, when making future ap-
pointments to the commission, must consider gender and ethnic di-
versity and the nominee’s appreciation for the history and culture
of the state.

Public Service Commission (LBs 247 and 516). In LB 247, the
commission’s duties are clarified to assert its jurisdiction over con-
tract carriers, competitive natural gas providers, and jurisdictional
utilities for a violation of a statute, rule, or regulation. In LB 516,
the commission is given authority to apply for, or assist a political
subdivision to apply for, and distribute any federal or other funds.
available for 911 service or E-911 service.

Advanced Practice Registered Nurses, Board of (LB 256). This
board is given oversight authority for all advanced practice regis-
tered nurses and advanced nursing practice specialties, a job that
previously fell jointly to the Board of Nursing and the Board of
Medicine and Surgery. The board’s membership is also changed to
include one nurse'practitioner, one certified nurse midwife, one
certified registered nurse anesthetist, one clinical nurse specialist,
three physicians, and two public members.

Commission on the Status of Women (LB 425). The commission
regains state funding with an appropriation of $200,000 in fiscal
years 2005-2006 and 2006-2007. State funding for the commission
was eliminated in the 2003 legislative session, although the com-
mission continued to operate until April 2005, when it ran out of
private funding.

Environmental Quality. Council (LB 351). The council gains a
new member (increasing membership to 17) who must be a biolo-
gist. Additionally, for future appointments, the at-large member
must be selected from a minority population.

Public Employees Retirement Board (LB 364). Six of the eight
appointed members of the board can be either active or retired
members of one of the five state-administered retirement systems.



Previously, four of the appointed menibers had to be active mem-
bers of a retirement system.

Board of Cosmetology Examiners (LB 382). The board grows
from 11 to 12 members with the addition of a practitioner of body
art to its memmbership.

Nebraska Investment Council (LB 503). Newly appointed council
members must have at least seven years” experience in the field of
investment management or analysis or have at least 12 years of ex-
perience in the financial management of a public or private organi-
zation. They will also be paid more. The per diem for appointed
members of the council rises from $20 to $75.

Capitol Commission (LB 684). The Speaker of the Legislature, al-
ready a member of the commission, is named its vice chairperson.

Foster Care Review Board (LB 761). Beginning lanuary 1, 2006,
the makeup of the Foster Care Review Board changes and grows
by two members. After that date, the membership must consist of
three members of local foster care review boards, one from each
congressional district; one pediatrician; one child clinical psy-
chologist; one social worker with expertise in the area of child wel-
fare; one attorney who is or has been a guardian ad litem; one rep-
resentative of a statewide child advocacy group; one director of a
child advocacy center; one director of a court appointed special
advocate program; and one member of the public with a back-
ground in business or finance. To the extent possible, members.
should equally represent the three congressional districts..

Nebraska Boards and Commissions Tables

The following tables list statutorily created boards and commis-
sions. The first table lists those boards created during the 2005 leg-
islative session and the second table provides, it is hoped, a com-
prehensive list of all of Nebraska’s boards, with the exception of
those entities as noted in the introduction. Additionally, termina-
tion dates refer to the termination date listed in statute for that par-
ticular board; however, terminated boards and commissions con-
tinue to be listed until they are actually removed from statute.
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