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Introduction

Nebraska has 245 statutorily created boatds, commissions, and. other
similar entities (heteinafter, collectively referred to as boards and
commissions). Among the many tasks assigned to them, boards
ptovide ovetsight of govetninental programs, regulate licensed
professionals, carry out studies, oversee implementation of new
programs, advocate for certain constituencies, and advise state
agencics.

In 1997, the Executive Board of the Legislative Council requested
that the Legislative Research Division compile and annually update a
list of statutorily created boards. This publication contains that list.
‘The list does not include (1) boards created by executive order, by
agency rule or regulation, ot pursuant to federal mandates, unless
enacted via state statute; (2) interstate compacts, unless the compacts
have a statutorily created state counterpart; or (3) boatrds created via
state statute but which setve local governments.

Legislative Action Affecting Boards and Commissions

In 2004, the Legislature created or remade 11 boards, six of them
within a bill that revamped the state’s mental health care system, and
tetminated 13 others mostly via a house-cleaning bill from the
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee.

New Boards

Workgroup on special services for persons with developmental
disabilities (LB 297). The workgroup was established to assist the
Department of Health and Human Services with implementing
legislative intent to provide specialized services by July 1, 2010 to all
persons deemed eligible under the Developmental Disabilities Act.
The wotkgroup terminates upon completion of a report to the
Legislature or by December 1, 2004, whichever occurs first. The
department appoints members to the workgroup from the state
Departmerit of Education, the Advisory Committee on
Developmental Disabilities, the Developmental Disabihities Planning
Council, consumers, families, consumer advocacy organizations,
developmental disabilities service providers, and other interested
parties.

Donor Registry of Nebraska Advisory Board (LB 559). The
advisory board was created to advise and assist the federally
designated organ procurement orginization in Nebraska on matters
relating to the Donor Registry of Nebraska. The nine-member board
is comprised of representatives from interested organizations and
patties as defined by statute.



Interrelated Water Review Board (LB 962). The board was
created to resolve disputes pertaining to the various aspects of water
management plans designed to reduce the depletion of water
resources in the state’s tiver basins. The board is to be convened by
the Governor upon hotification of an unresolvable dispute and the
board exists only for the time petiod needed to mediate the dispute.
The five-member board consists of the Govetnor or designee
knowlcdgeable‘ about water issues to serve as chair, an appointee of
the Govertior’s choosing, and three members appointed by the
Governor from a list of at least six provided by the Nebraska Natural
Resources Commission.

Behavioral Health Oversight Commission of the Legislature
(LB '1083). The commission’s task is, broadly, to oversee the state’s
transition to a.community-based behavioral health care system and
includes reviewing the Health and Human Setvices System plan for
implementing the transition. The commission terminates on June 30,
2008. Its 20 membets ate appointed by the Governor from interested
patties, including the regional behavioral health authorities, mental
health boards, behavioral health service tecipients and providers, and
representatives from Norfolk and Hastings, which will eventually lose
their regional centers as part of the state’s mental health reforms.

State Behavioral Health Council (LB 1083). The council was
created to advise the Health and Human Services Division of
Behavioral Health and promote the interests of behavioral health.
consumers and their families. The council’s metnbership s drawn
from three advisory committees that were revised and renamed as
part of the state’s mental health reforms. They are the State Advisory
Committee on Mental Health Services (formerly the State Mental
Health Planning and Evaluation Council); the State Advisory
Committee on Substance Abuse Services (formerly the State
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Advisory Committee); and the State
Advisory Committee on Problem Gambling and Addiction Services
(formetly the Nebraska Advisory Commission on Compulsive
Gambling).

Board of Alcohol and Drug Counseling (LB 1083). The board
was created to oversee the licensure of alcohol and drug counselors,
who are newly required to be licensed under LB 1083. The board is
composed of six-alcohol and drug counselors, a psychiatrist,
psychologist or mental health practitioner, and two public membets.

Racial Profiling Advisory Commitree (LB 1162). The advisory
committee serves the executive director of the Nebraska Commission.
on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice in his or her duties . to
review racial profiling data from motor vehicle stops by law
enforcement officers. Its membership is largely drawn from law



enforcement organizations, but also includes 2 member each from

the American Civil Liberties Union and the AFL-CIO.

The Nebraska Veterans Cemetery Advisory Board (LB 1231),
The advisory board was created to review the state veteran cemetery
system, recommeénd actions to aid developmient of the system, assist
in fundraising, and advise the director of Veterans’ Affairs. The
director serves as chair of the board, which is composed of three
veterans appointed by the Governor from lists forwarded from each
county within which a state veterans’ cemetery is located, and thtee
members, one from each congressional district, with experience in
cemetery administration or operation.

Repealed Boards

© Ethanol Pricing Task Force (LB 810 and LB 940)

o  Nebraska Futures Center Board (LB 940)

s Antique Farm Machinery and Equipment Commission
(LB 940)

o Advisory comunittee for water quality monitoring study
(LB 940)

° Agﬂ'cultﬁra] Structure Assessment Task Force (LB 940)

e FElection Process Task Force (LB 940)

e Flectronic Benefit System Task Force (LB 940)

s Fatigue Counter-Measure Task Force (LB 940)

o Juvenile Diversion, Detention, and Probation Services
Implementation Team (LB 940)

e Substance Abuse Treatment Task Force (LB 940)

e Task Force on the Productive Integration of the Immigrant
Workforce Population (LB 940)

e Task Force to Study the State Patrol (LB 94()

o Interrelated Water Review Committee of the Nebraska
Natrural Resources Commission (LB 962)

Actions Affecting Existing Boards

This annual publication does not track every change made to existing
boards. However, significant changes (for example, changes affecting
a board’s structure, function, funding, or termination dates) are
btiefly noted below.

Nebraska State Capitol Comimission (LB 439). The commission
gains heightened responsibility, along with new members, with the
adoption of the Nebraska State Capitol Preservation and Restoration
Act. The act creates the Office of the Nebraska Capitol Commission
and assigns the responsibility of custodian of the State Capitol and its
grounds to the commission. (Previously, this job belonged to the
State Building Division of the Department of Administrative



Services.) Regarding membership, the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court is removed as 2 member and the State Court Administrator
and the director of the Nebraska State Historical Society are added.

Women’s Health Initiative Advisory Council (LB 818). The.
council’s termination date is shifted from Decetnber 31, 2004 to
December 31, 2009.

Dairy Industty Development Board (LB 836). The board’s
process for determining the size of the board and how members are
nominated and appointed is revised, reflecting a continuing decrease.
in the number of milk producers in Nebraska. Among the changes,
dairy cooperatives and other first purchasers qualify one member for
every 40 producers, or major portion thereof, who market through
such first purchasers. Previously, apportionment was allocated to
maintain one member for each 50 producers. Further, board
members are to be représentative of the type and geographic
distribution of milk producers within the state.

Water Policy Task Force (LB 962). The task force is given a
termination date of December 31, 2009. Previously, it had no
termination date.

Committee to oversee the Motor Fuel Trust Fund (LB 983). The
committee is given a new at-large member and motor fuel producers
are added to the list of candidates from whom two members must be
selected,

Athletic Advisory Committee (LB 1033). The committee 1s
expanded to include a medical professional among its membership.

Public Employces Retitement Board (LB 1097). The board gains
an eighth member and the requirement that one member must be a
participant in the State Patrol retitement systemn; theteby assuring that
each of the five state-administered plans has a representative on the
board. Another new requitement mandates that school employees
have two representatives — one a teacher, the other an administrator
— which is achieved by reducing the three nonstate-employee
members to two.

Nebraska_ Boards and Commissions Tables

The following tables list the boards and commissions created via
Nebraska state statutes. The first table lists those boards created
during the 2004 legislative session. The second table lists all current
statutodly created boards in Nebraska.
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