
445

ELEVENTH DAY - JANUARY 18, 2024

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
SECOND SESSION

ELEVENTH DAY

Legislative Chamber, Lincoln, Nebraska
Thursday, January 18, 2024

PRAYER

The prayer was offered by Father Ryan Lewis, Saint Elizabeth Ann Church,
Omaha.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered by Senator Erdman.

ROLL CALL

Pursuant to adjournment, the Legislature met at 9:30 a.m., President Kelly
presiding.

The roll was called and all members were present except Senators Blood
and Slama who were excused; and Senators J. Cavanaugh, M. Cavanaugh,
Conrad, Day, Dungan, Hunt, and Murman who were excused until they
arrive.

CORRECTIONS FOR THE JOURNAL

The Journal for the tenth day was approved.

MOTION - Escort Governor

Senator Fredrickson moved that a committee of five be appointed to escort
the Governor of the State of Nebraska to the Legislative Chamber to deliver
his State of the State Address.

Senator Linehan requested a point of order that the motion to appoint an
escort committee is not debatable nor amendable.

The Chair sustained the point of order.

Senator Wayne challenged the ruling of the Chair. The question is, "Shall
the Chair be overruled?"
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Senator Wayne withdrew his motion to overrule the Chair.

Senator M. Cavanaugh requested a point of order.

The Chair recognized Senator M. Cavanaugh.

Senator M. Cavanaugh withdrew her motion to overrule the Chair.

The Fredrickson motion prevailed.

The Chair appointed Senators Brewer, Conrad, DeBoer, Ibach, and von
Gillern to serve on said committee.

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

President Kelly, Speaker Arch, and members of the 108th Nebraska
Legislature.

Family, friends, and distinguished guests.

My fellow Nebraskans.

Over the past 11 days, Nebraska experienced historically brutal winter
weather.

Subzero temperatures, back-to-back blizzards, and unrelenting winds
paralyzed much of our state, stranding hundreds of travelers, preventing
farmers and ranchers from reaching their farms and feeding their animals,
shuttering businesses, challenging our power grid, and threatening safety
and commerce for thousands.

To meet this emergency, Nebraskans helped Nebraskans, just as they have
done countless times before.

State troopers, sheriff’s deputies, police officers, other first responders, and
snow fighters from across the state moved swiftly to rescue those trapped by
the storms, clear roads, and dig out our communities and agriculture.

These brave men and women represent the best and the backbone of our
state—public servants who rush into the storm and into harm’s way to help
their neighbors.

It is because of them—and because of the resilience of the toughest,
hardest-working people in this land—that the state of our state is as strong
as ever.

In the balcony today are Nebraska State Patrol Sergeant Jesse Pfeifer, Air
National Guard Major Dave Strom, and Department of Transportation
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District Operations Manager and Snow Fighter Tim Koenig.

We thank them for their tireless service to Nebraska, and I ask you to join
me in recognizing them as representatives of all of Nebraska’s law
enforcement, first responders, National Guard, and highway workers.

We must never forget the reality of the hazards these public servants face
every day.

This past year, Nebraska lost two of our DOT highway workers in the line
of duty.

Their names were Mark Wells and Dave Schwartz, and I ask you all to join
me in a moment of silence to honor their memories.

Thank you.

One year ago, I stood before you in this magnificent Chamber and pledged
to be Governor of all Nebraskans and to build relationships with all of their
representatives.

It has been my honor to do so.

We did not agree on every issue.

God forbid we ever do.

But we certainly agreed that our kids are our future and we never ever give
up on our kids.

United by those principles, together in 2023 we accomplished much for
Nebraska’s future.

We took major steps to make sure the state meets its school funding
promises to EVERY kid in EVERY district by investing 1 billion dollars
into the Education Future Fund to support K-12 education.

This included a critical step forward in foundation aid of 1500 dollars per
student and overdue increases in special education funding.

We invested in our workforce by guaranteeing state-funding for our
dynamic community college system to help increase access to trade school
degrees.

And we passed the Opportunity Scholarships Act, which will ensure that
needy students from every corner of our state have a chance at a good
education at a school that will be the best fit for them.

To no one's surprise the success of this program is obvious, with thousands
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of Nebraska kids already expressing interest in the program.

Several are with us today, including Opportunity Scholarship recipients
Nyah Bell from Omaha and Destiny Curtis from Norfolk.

Please join me in welcoming these students to their State Capitol.

Sadly, union bosses and politicians are trying to rip these scholarships away
from kids like Nyah and Destiny.

I will fight to protect what we worked so hard to pass last year and call upon
this body to do the same.

Last year included major achievements in other areas, too.

We took a big first step toward addressing mental health challenges with the
unanimous creation of certified community behavioral health clinics.

2023 was a groundbreaking year for fiscal conservatism, too.

We agreed that state government was spending too much and taxing its
people too much.

We tightened our belts and passed a historic fiscal conservative budget with
only 2 percent growth.

We agreed that taxing our seniors’ social security is not the Nebraska way
and ended it.

We finally made our income tax codes competitive with our neighbors by
reducing income tax rates to 3.99 percent by 2027.

Agriculture is the heart and soul of Nebraska’s economy and we made big
investments in its future and infrastructure.

We supported value-added agriculture by increasing consumer ethanol
access.

We created and strengthened the Nebraska Broadband Office, which will
leverage once-in-a-generation resources to ensure rural Nebraska businesses
and farms can connect to a global economy.

And we created the financing tools needed to FINALLY finish our statewide
expressway system.

We defended the unborn by restricting abortions beyond 12 weeks.

We will continue to embrace life here in Nebraska with the launch of a
yearlong “Culture of Life and Love Initiative”
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It will provide resources to expecting moms, especially those in crisis and
who need support more than ever.

Much work remains to be done, but this Legislature should be proud of its
investments in Nebraska’s future. Thank you.

We Nebraskans are a people grounded in values: faith, family, freedom, life,
and love.

We are a place of rich opportunity and one of the safest places to live in the
world to raise a family.

We have the gift of belief. Among our greatest strengths is that we believe
we can compete with anyone, anywhere in the world…and we can.

Blessed with these traits, our economy can weather any storm and emerge
stronger.

Our economic diversity is at the foundation of this resilience.

If agriculture slows, our manufacturers keep Nebraskans at work, and vice
versa.

Our banking sector—much of which is family-owned and deeply familiar
with the businesses and farming operations it serves—provides the stability
and liquidity needed for growth.

Because of sound, prudent regulation and a low tax burden, Nebraska has
become an insurance capital, attracting strong companies, creating
thousands of jobs, and an industry that ranks in the top 3 nationally.

Our public university system has world-class healthcare and biosecurity
assets, which attract patients and experts from across the globe.

We are a sophisticated national security hub, hosting STRATCOM at Offutt
Air Force Base and providing the nuclear deterrence necessary to secure a
troubled world.

To support and grow these incredible economic assets, among our chief
goals in state government must be to get government out of the way, reduce
regulations and bureaucratic hurdles, and empower people and businesses to
thrive.

In our administration, we call this Operation: Clean Out The Closets, in
which we try to identify every statutory or regulatory mandate that adds
needless costs to healthcare, education, senior care, and businesses of all
kinds.
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We can do much in the executive branch, but we must partner with you to
complete this task and to stay vigilant against new costly mandates.

Together we can get government out of the way and focused again on its
core functions: public safety, education, and infrastructure.

This legislative session, though short, holds great promise and opportunity
for our state.

There is a tremendous amount of the people’s work we must accomplish to
make this a better, safer, and stronger place for every Nebraska kid, family,
business, and farm.

If we are thoughtful, principled, and keep the interests of all Nebraskans
before us, I have no doubt this can be one of the most impactful legislative
sessions in our history.

First and foremost, the most important economic issue we face is out of
control property taxes.

This crisis is not new.

It has been hurting Nebraska farmers, ranchers, homeowners, and
businesses for most of our lifetimes.

High property taxes hurt every Nebraskan in every part of our state and
must be fixed NOW.

Property taxes are so out of whack, you don’t even need to own property to
be impacted.

They are THE MOST regressive tax government imposes on its people.

Fixed income Nebraskans who have lived, worked, and raised families here
now face the prospect of being forced out of their homes due to out of
control property taxes.

That is unacceptable, but you have several proposals before you to fix it.

Senator Linehan has introduced a hard cap on local spending, which can be
overridden only by a vote of the people.

This measure is critical, as only a hard cap will force local government to
finally curb spending.

Senator Dover has a bill that will repurpose existing credits so all property
taxpayers can benefit from this relief, not just those with the best
accountants.
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His bill will also add one billion dollars in new property tax credits.

Critically, all of these credits will be front-loaded so that property taxpayers
will see them directly on their property tax statements instead of having to
go through an onerous process to claim them through their income taxes
months later.

Through hard work, collaboration, and setting politics aside, we must find
the revenue to support this property tax relief.

Senators von Gillern, Kauth, Meyer, Murman, Albrecht, and Linehan have
offered several bills to close several tax loopholes created for special
interests at the expense of the middle class.

We have examined over 500 agency cash funds and will transfer 274 million
dollars to support property tax relief.

Oh, and by the way, even after that transfer, we still have a total of 2.49
billion dollars in those cash funds.

And that’s not even counting the 1.25 billion dollars in our general and cash
reserve fund.

It is not the job of government to hoard cash and we must give it back to the
people.

We must lower our overall tax burden, widen our tax base, and end the era
of special interest tax breaks.

Tax policy must benefit our state as a whole, not whoever has the best
lobbyist.

With these changes Nebraskans’ property tax bill will be cut by 40 percent
THIS YEAR.

I know there is the will, good faith, knowledge, and ability in this chamber
to solve it, and I pledge to work with you as long as it takes to get this done.

Nebraska government remains too big at every level.

Since my inauguration, we have been relentless in searching for efficiencies,
cutting costs, ending bloated contracts, and working to meet the
performance improvement targets this Legislature set out for us last session.

We must do more, however, including by structurally reducing the excessive
number of boards and commissions that have built up in Nebraska
government over the years.

At last count, we have over two hundred state boards and commissions,
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many of which are redundant or oversee activities that can be eliminated.

Senator Brewer has introduced a measure that would eliminate forty-eight—
or twenty percent—of our boards and commissions.

I urge the Legislature to make the most of this opportunity to shrink
unnecessary government.

For over a century, Nebraska has been the land of opportunity for
newcomers.

For years, we have used income tax abatement as our main tool to
incentivize companies to come to Nebraska.

This has yielded many success stories and thousands of good, well-paying
careers for hard-working Nebraskans.

But we must make sure we are not giving our topsoil away by giving
incentives to foreign companies who view Nebraska merely as a conduit for
cheap electricity, free water, and cheap labor.

We must align our economic incentives to strengthen not only value-adding
new businesses, but also Nebraska-owned, Nebraska-led businesses which
have been building our economy for generations.

That is why I am working with Senator Linehan to reform our current
incentive package to make Nebraska's incentives competitive in the
manufacturing sector for Nebraska-grown companies.

While we want to create and incentivize great careers in Nebraska, we must
focus more on recruiting people to The Good Life.

We must retool our incentives to be people focused.

One priority, brought by Senator Brewer, will be strengthening the ranks of
our great Nebraska National Guard by exempting its members from state
income tax.

While significant, this is the least we can do to honor them for all they do
for our state and nation.

Thank you, Colonel Brewer, for your own service and commitment to our
armed forces.

We will incentivize new Nebraskans to join our private workforce, too.

Senator Ballard has introduced an innovative bill that will give Nebraska
businesses credit for bringing new residents to our state.
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Passing this bill will be another investment in our future workforce.

But we must recognize that investing in the twenty-first century workforce
is different from what we’ve done before.

No longer can we focus tax breaks on companies that are takers, not givers,
and that do not share our values.

With input from our working group that focused on workforce development
over the past six months, we have come forward with proposals in childcare
& early childhood education, housing, and general education.

I have partnered with Senator Bostar on Legislation to create a Micro-
Center network.

This will allow local communities and businesses to get creative with
existing space and resources to meet their childcare needs.

To build the housing we need for our workforce, we should invest an
additional 25 million dollars into the Rural Workforce Housing Fund.

All across rural Nebraska, the demand for workforce housing is so great that
homes are sold before the doors are even hung.

But it’s not just a rural Nebraska issue.

Housing affordability and availability is an issue in our cities too.

Part of the shared problem is local overregulation of affordable housing.

That is why I am partnering with Senator Lowe on lowering the regulatory
burden for affordable housing.

A recent UNO study showed that regulation as a component of construction
is over 40 thousand dollars higher here than the national average.

This is simply unacceptable and makes no sense.

We must cut the red tape and make homes affordable in Nebraska.

I am partnering with Senator Walz to break down the barriers for potential
teachers to enter the workforce.

I ask this question all the time, “who are the top three people that impacted
your life the most?”

I guarantee if we took the time for each of you to answer, all 49 of you
would have a teacher or a coach in your answer.



LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL454

I tell you what, if I would have known and understood the impact a coach
can have I would have been a coach.

It is one of society’s most important professions.

That is why we must allow for reciprocity for teachers coming from another
state and simplify how to apply for and receive a teaching certificate.

That way more Nebraskans can easily choose this honorable profession.

Finally, I am working with Senator Linehan to change our incentive credits
to direct them toward housing, childcare, and early childhood education for
Nebraskans.

Outside this building, state government must do more collectively to align
our institutions of higher education to meet the workforce needs of
tomorrow.

I look forward to partnering with our University of Nebraska, State College
system, and Community College System to launch the One Nebraska
initiative, which will eliminate needless duplication and inefficient
competition between state-supported schools.

Along with finally harmonizing and strengthening our Regents Scholarship
program, we will make sure that our higher education keeps our best and
brightest here and trains them to lead Nebraska into the future.

These efforts will stop the brain drain, welcome new Nebraskans, and will
help businesses, ranchers and farmers thrive.

Speaking of attracting people to Nebraska, it’s tough to do that with
nonsense slogans like we’re “not for everyone.”

We must bring our economic development, people recruitment, and tourism
promotion work back under the same leadership, so that they can be better
coordinated and run at less administrative expense to the taxpayers.

Senator McDonnell has a carryover bill from last session that would correct
a decade-old mistake of separating tourism from economic development.

I urge you to pass this bill so we can again tell the world that The Good Life
is for EVERYONE.

Nebraska has become a Mecca for women’s athletics, with our women’s
sports drawing tremendous inspiration and excitement and our female
athletes becoming superstars.

Supporting our women athletes takes more than just buying tickets and
watching games, though—it also means protecting them in the arena and in
the locker room.
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Simply put, I don’t want my granddaughter to bear the fundamental
unfairness of competing against a boy.

And I certainly don’t want her to suffer the indignity of showering next to a
boy.

And that goes both ways—our boys shouldn’t be sharing showers with girls.

This is commonsense stuff that the overwhelming majority of Nebraskans
support.

Senator Kauth’s Sports and Spaces Act, also carried over from last year,
reflects that common sense.

I believe in sports, I believe in women’s sports, and I believe in protecting
women athletes, and I urge you to pass LB575.

We have also included in our budget proposal funding that will enable us to
take advantage of once-in-a-lifetime federal resources designed to develop
the new bioeconomy here in Nebraska.

This diverse area of economic activity encompasses everything from
sustainable aviation fuel to plastics, nylon, acrylics, and amino acids—all
sourced from corn and soybeans and able to made here in Nebraska.

Nebraska is uniquely well-equipped to be the leader in the new bioeconomy.

Blessed with constantly renewed water resources that are not only a natural
buffer against drought but also enable us to grow crops more sustainably
than anywhere else, we already produce the building blocks of the new
bioeconomy.

This will provide more value for our agricultural products, more research
and innovation, and more wealth right here.

We are the envy of the Nation when it comes to our people, our safety, our
energy independence and our food security.

Center to it all is our pot of gold — the Ogallala Aquifer — one of the few
truly sustainable aquifers in the western hemisphere.

Our water is the key to value-added agriculture — the ability to raise more
crops per acre while using less energy.

Looking ahead, even beyond this session, it is critical that we strengthen our
water laws to guarantee this priceless resource is not diverted to solve water
management failures in other parts of the country.
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We must invest to incentivize ag producers to use less water to raise more.

Better measurement tools, more use of technology, and more innovation will
enable us to use less water while irrigating more crops right here in
Nebraska.

With our water being the envy of the world, we cannot allow adversarial
foreign interests the ability to take it.

That is why I am partnering with Senator DeKay to modernize Nebraska’s
laws on land ownership to prohibit purchases by adversaries.

This bill would tighten up those restrictions and provide a clear directive for
enforcement.

Additionally, the bill rescinds exemptions for foreign ownership, such as
foreign oil, gas and mineral development in the state.

The world is not the same place as it was in the 1950s, when these laws
were last reviewed.

It is imperative to keep enemies of our country from owning land in our
state, especially near sensitive military installations.

I am also partnering with Senator Bostar to ban enemies like China, North
Korea, and Iran from bidding on any public contract that deals with security
related items like IT, communication networks, and infrastructure.

As I close, I want to share with you one of the most incredible moments I
experienced during my first year as your Governor.

Early last year, I was privileged to be the first Governor to join a conference
of Nebraska’s tribal leaders in South Sioux City.

While there, one of the tribal elders shared with me what his grandfather
taught him: that whenever his community’s leaders gather to make
important decisions for their people’s future, they are guided by the
knowledge that their actions have an impact for seven generations.

That is incredibly powerful and has remained with me ever since.

It has come to guide my own public service and I hope you find meaning in
it, too.

It has been roughly seven generations since Nebraska was founded.

Those pioneers poured their blood, sweat, and tears into this land, not only
for themselves but for their kids, grandkids, and generations to come.



ELEVENTH DAY - JANUARY 18, 2024 457

Their hard work, grit, sacrifice, and optimism is reflected in our people
today.

As we do the people’s business in the days, weeks, and months ahead, we
should never forget that we are working for future generations of
Nebraskans, so that they may inherit the same safe, strong, and prosperous
Nebraska that we enjoy today.

If we look beyond localized interests and set politics aside, and instead put
the best interests of Nebraska as our sole guiding principle, I have no doubt
that we can win for our agriculture, our businesses, our taxpayers, our kids,
and our future.

Together we can.

Speaking of having an impact for seven generations…thank you to this body
for partnering with us to launch a five million dollar investment in
mentoring organizations across the state, because while not every kid needs
a mentor, every kid deserves one.

The lifetime benefits of mentoring cannot be overstated.

And that is why I am so honored that we are joined today by one of my own
mentors, and a dedicated public servant of Nebraska himself, Coach Tom
Osborne.

Coach has been a leader in creating mentoring opportunities for thousands
of kids and he is an inspiration to us all.

Will you join me in recognizing Coach Osborne and everything he has done
for Nebraska.

Thank you for your friendship and partnership in service of the people we
collectively represent.

It goes without saying, none of us could answer our calls to serve without
the support of our families.

I am certainly grateful for the love and support of my own family, including
our First Lady, Suzanne, who is here with us today.

And thanks to you and your families for the sacrifices you and they make
for your public service to Nebraska.

God bless you and God bless the great State of Nebraska.

The committee escorted Governor Pillen from the Chamber.
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AMENDMENT(S) - Print in Journal

Senator DeKay filed the following amendment to LB1301:
FA203
Strike Section 1.

Senator DeKay filed the following amendment to LB1301:
FA204
Strike Section 10.

Senator DeKay filed the following amendment to LB1301:
FA205
Strike Section 1.

BILLS ON FIRST READING

The following bills were read for the first time by title:

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1412. Introduced by Speaker Arch, 14; at the
request of the Governor.

A BILL FOR AN ACT relating to appropriations; to amend Laws 2023,
LB243A, section 2; Laws 2023, LB583A, section 1; and Laws 2023,
LB814, sections 21, 26, 68, 71, 76, 77, 78, 79, 83, 85, 87, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95,
97, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 113, 115, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124,
130, 131, 132, 133, 135, 136, 150, 157, 165, 173, 219, 221, 222, 223, 224,
225, 226, 228, 229, 230, 232, 235, 236, 241, 254, 255, 267, 268, 280, 282,
285, 290, 301, 306, and 307; to define terms; to provide, change, and
eliminate appropriations for operation of state government, postsecondary
education, state aid, and capital construction; to provide, change, and
eliminate appropriations of funds allocated to the State of Nebraska from
the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 42 U.S.C. 802, as amended;
to repeal the original sections; and to declare an emergency.

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1413. Introduced by Speaker Arch, 14; at the
request of the Governor.

A BILL FOR AN ACT relating to funds; to amend sections 8‑604,
29‑2262.07, 37‑323, 37‑345, 37‑431, 48‑621, 48‑622.01, 59‑1608.04, and
81‑1505.05, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, sections 61‑405, 71‑812,
79‑810, 81‑1201.21, 81‑12,146, 81‑1558, and 84‑512, Revised Statutes
Cumulative Supplement, 2022, and sections 37‑1804, 48‑622.02, 61‑224,
71‑7611, 79‑3501, 84‑612, 85‑2009, and 86‑324, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 2023; to transfer and provide for the transfer of funds; to create
a fund; to change the use and distribution of funds; to harmonize provisions;
to repeal the original sections; and to declare an emergency.

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1414. Introduced by Linehan, 39; at the request of
the Governor.

https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/AM/FA203.pdf
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/AM/FA204.pdf
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/AM/FA205.pdf
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A BILL FOR AN ACT relating to revenue and taxation; to amend sections
13‑518, 13‑519, 13‑520, and 77‑27,142, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, sections 77‑1776, 77‑27,144, 77‑3446, and 77‑6203, Revised
Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2022, and sections 77‑1632 and 77‑1633,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 2023; to adopt the Property Tax Growth
Limitation Act; to change provisions relating to budget limitations; to
harmonize provisions; to repeal the original sections; and to declare an
emergency.

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1415. Introduced by Dover, 19; at the request of the
Governor.

A BILL FOR AN ACT relating to revenue and taxation; to amend section
81‑12,193, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2022, and sections
77‑6702 and 77‑6703, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2023; to adopt the
Property Tax Relief Act; to change the Nebraska Property Tax Incentive Act
as prescribed; to harmonize provisions; to repeal the original sections; and
to declare an emergency.

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1416. Introduced by Bostar, 29; at the request of the
Governor.

A BILL FOR AN ACT relating to child care; to adopt the Child Care
Capacity Building and Workforce Act.

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1417. Introduced by Brewer, 43; at the request of
the Governor.

A BILL FOR AN ACT relating to government; to amend sections 2‑509,
2‑517, 2‑518, 2‑519, 2‑1803, 2‑4901, 2‑5003, 20‑506, 38‑204, 38‑308,
38‑1503, 43‑2405, 48‑622.03, 66‑1618, 71‑814, 71‑815, 71‑1134,
71‑2454.01, 71‑5311, 71‑7101, 71‑7102, 71‑7106, 71‑7107, 71‑7108,
71‑7109, 72‑724, 72‑812, 72‑2101, 76‑537, 76‑540, 76‑2207.18, 79‑860,
79‑866, 79‑867, 79‑868, 79‑1810, 80‑401.09, 81‑502.01, 85‑1404, 85‑1607,
86‑444, 86‑516, 86‑521, and 90‑306, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
sections 28‑712, 39‑2106, 39‑2301.01, 39‑2304, 43‑1302, 43‑1903,
43‑3401, 43‑4001, 43‑4203, 43‑4216, 43‑4406, 43‑4513, 66‑2001, 71‑3703,
71‑7012, 71‑7804, 72‑224.03, 76‑2222, 79‑810, 79‑870, 79‑1245, 79‑2204,
80‑318, 81‑8,110.01, 81‑1108.32, 81‑1348, 81‑1503, 81‑1504,
81‑15,159.01, 81‑15,245, 81‑3428, 82‑703, 82‑706, 82‑803, 83‑1212.01,
85‑1008, 86‑461, 86‑1101, and 86‑1102, Revised Statutes Cumulative
Supplement, 2022, and sections 38‑167, 71‑7104, 79‑808, and 86‑1103,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 2023; to create, eliminate, terminate, and
provide, change, eliminate, and transfer powers, duties, and membership of
boards, commissions, committees, councils, task forces, panels, authorities,
and departments; to change and eliminate funds; to harmonize provisions; to
repeal the original sections; and to outright repeal sections 43‑4003, 50‑603,
71‑7105, 71‑7110, 71‑7113, 79‑862, 79‑864, 79‑865, 79‑869, and 79‑871,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and sections 43‑1306, 79‑861, and
79‑863, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2022.
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PROPOSED RULES CHANGE(S)

Senator Erdman offered Proposed Rule Change 3 (Rule 1, Sec. 1, and
Rule 3, Sec. 8), found on page 184, and amended on page 335.

Senator Conrad offered her motion, found on page 370, to recommit
Proposed Rule Change 3 to the Rules Committee.

Pending.

RECESS

At 11:56 a.m., on a motion by Senator Arch, the Legislature recessed until
1:30 p.m.

AFTER RECESS

The Legislature reconvened at 1:30 p.m., President Kelly presiding.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called and all members were present except Senators Blood,
Ibach, and Sanders who were excused; and Senators Armendariz, Bostar, M.
Cavanaugh, Conrad, Hunt, and Wishart who were excused until they arrive.

PROPOSED RULES CHANGE(S)

Senator Erdman renewed Proposed Rule Change 3 (Rule 1, Sec. 1, and
Rule 3, Sec. 8), found on page 184, amended on page 335, and considered in
this day's Journal.

Senator Conrad renewed her motion, found on page 370, and considered in
this day's Journal, to recommit Proposed Rule Change 3 to the Rules
Committee.

Senator Murman moved the previous question. The question is, "Shall the
debate now close?"

Senator Erdman moved for a call of the house. The motion prevailed with
28 ayes, 1 nay, and 20 not voting.

The motion to cease debate prevailed with 26 ayes, 8 nays, and 15 not
voting.

The Conrad motion to recommit to the Rules Committee failed with 11
ayes, 28 nays, 3 present and not voting, and 7 excused and not voting.

The Chair declared the call raised.
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Senator Conrad offered the following motion:
Reconsider the vote on the Conrad motion to recommit to the Rules
Committee.

SENATOR DORN PRESIDING

PRESIDENT KELLY PRESIDING

Senator Conrad withdrew her motion to reconsider.

Senator M. Cavanaugh withdrew her motion to Proposed Rule Change 3,
found on page 343, to amend Proposed Rule Change 3, Rule 3, Sec. 8, strike
all new language.

Senator M. Cavanaugh withdrew her motion to Proposed Rule Change 3,
found on page 343, to amend Proposed Rule Change 3, Rule 3, Sec. 8, strike
"the chairperson".

Senator Erdman moved for a call of the house. The motion prevailed with
26 ayes, 1 nay, and 22 not voting.

Senator Erdman requested a roll call vote on his motion to adopt Proposed
Rule Change 3, as amended.

Voting in the affirmative, 26:

Albrecht Brewer Hansen Lippincott von Gillern
Arch Clements Hardin Lowe Wayne
Armendariz DeKay Holdcroft Meyer
Ballard Dover Jacobson Moser
Bosn Erdman Kauth Murman
Bostelman Halloran Linehan Slama

Voting in the negative, 16:

Aguilar Conrad Dungan Raybould
Brandt Day Fredrickson Riepe
Cavanaugh, J. DeBoer Hughes Vargas
Cavanaugh, M. Dorn Hunt Wishart

Excused and not voting, 7:

Blood Ibach McKinney Walz
Bostar McDonnell Sanders

The Erdman motion to adopt Proposed Rule Change 3, as amended, was not
adopted with 26 ayes, 16 nays, and 7 excused and not voting.
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The Chair declared the call raised.

Senator Hansen offered Proposed Rule Change 29 (Rule 5, Sec. 4, and
Rule 5, Sec. 5), found on page 201.

Senator DeBoer withdrew her motion to amend Proposed Rule Change 29,
found on page 343, to amend Proposed Rule Change 29, strike everything
from "If individual members limit..." to "two bills as priority bills".

Senator Hansen offered the following motion to amend Proposed Rule
Change 29:
Rule 5, Sec. 4. Introducers Signing Bills. …

(d) Individual members shall not be limited as to bill introduction to no
more than 16 bills introduced at any one session. Each committee shall be
limited to 8 10 bills each session. Bills introduced as a result of an interim
study of the Legislative Council shall be included within the limitations
prescribed by this section. Special committees created as a result of an
interim study resolution and as authorized by the Executive Board shall be
considered as separate committees for purposes of the limitations prescribed
by this section. Bills introduced under Rule 5, Section 3(a), Rule 5, Section
4(c)(3), and bills introduced at the request of the governor will not be
included in the limitation.
…

Pending.

REFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT

The Legislative Council Executive Board submits the following report:

LB/LR Committee
LB999 Judiciary (rereference)
LB1190 Urban Affairs (rereference)
LB1191 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs (rereference)
LB1302 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1303 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1304 Natural Resources
LB1305 Revenue
LB1306 Education
LB1307 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
LB1308 Revenue
LB1309 Revenue
LB1310 Revenue
LB1311 Revenue
LB1312 Judiciary
LB1313 Agriculture
LB1314 Urban Affairs
LB1315 Revenue
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LB1316 Revenue
LB1317 Revenue
LB1318 Revenue
LB1319 Revenue
LB1320 Health and Human Services
LB1321 Executive Board
LB1322 Education
LB1323 Appropriations
LB1324 Revenue
LB1325 Health and Human Services
LB1326 Revenue
LB1327 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1328 Education
LB1329 Education
LB1330 Education
LB1331 Education
LB1332 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
LB1333 Appropriations
LB1334 Judiciary
LB1335 Natural Resources
LB1336 Transportation and Telecommunications
LB1337 Education
LB1338 Education
LB1339 Education
LB1340 Transportation and Telecommunications
LB1341 Revenue
LB1342 Revenue
LB1343 Executive Board
LB1344 Urban Affairs
LB1345 Revenue
LB1346 Revenue
LB1347 Education
LB1348 Education
LB1349 Revenue
LB1350 Health and Human Services
LB1351 Judiciary
LB1352 Appropriations
LB1353 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
LB1354 Revenue
LB1355 Health and Human Services
LB1356 Revenue
LB1357 Judiciary
LB1358 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1359 Urban Affairs
LB1360 Judiciary
LB1361 Revenue
LB1362 Revenue
LB1363 Revenue
LB1364 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
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LB1365 Nebraska Retirement Systems
LB1366 Judiciary
LB1367 Revenue
LB1368 Agriculture
LB1369 Natural Resources
LB1370 Natural Resources
LB1371 Education
LB1372 Revenue
LB1373 Health and Human Services
LB1374 Revenue
LB1375 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1376 Appropriations
LB1377 Education
LB1378 Appropriations
LB1379 Revenue
LB1380 Appropriations
LB1381 Health and Human Services
LB1382 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1383 Natural Resources
LB1384 Urban Affairs
LB1385 Education
LB1386 Education
LB1387 Health and Human Services
LB1388 Education
LB1389 Revenue
LB1390 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1391 Education
LB1392 Health and Human Services
LB1393 Business and Labor
LB1394 Revenue
LB1395 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
LB1396 Agriculture
LB1397 Revenue
LB1398 Education
LB1399 Education
LB1400 Revenue
LB1401 Appropriations
LB1402 Appropriations
LB1403 Revenue
LB1404 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LB1405 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
LB1406 Natural Resources
LB1407 Appropriations
LB1408 Business and Labor
LB1409 Banking, Commerce and Insurance
LB1410 Revenue
LB1411 Appropriations
LR282 Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
LR283CA Executive Board
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LR284CA Executive Board
LR285CA Revenue
LR286CA Executive Board
LR287CA Government, Military and Veterans Affairs

(Signed) Raymond Aguilar, Chairperson
Executive Board

NOTICE OF COMMITTEE HEARING(S)
Agriculture

Room 2102 1:30 PM

Tuesday, January 30, 2024
LB828
LB831
LB1116
LB1142

(Signed) Steve Halloran, Chairperson

Judiciary
Room 1113 1:30 PM

Thursday, January 25, 2024
LB914
LB1119
LB886
LB1268
LB1220

(Signed) Justin Wayne, Chairperson

AMENDMENT(S) - Print in Journal

Senator Conrad filed the following amendment to LB16:
AM2102 is available in the Bill Room.

MOTION(S) - Print in Journal

Senator Halloran filed the following motion to LB999:
MO1171
Suspend Rule 3, Sec. 14, to allow the cancellation of the public hearing
currently scheduled for January 23 before the Agriculture Committee.

Senator Erdman filed the following motion to LB1140:
MO1172
Withdraw LB1140.

https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/AM/AM2102.pdf
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/AM/MO1171.pdf
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/AM/MO1172.pdf


LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL466

MESSAGE(S) FROM THE GOVERNOR

January 8, 2024

Mr. President, Speaker Arch
and Members of the Legislature

State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr. President, Speaker Arch, and Members of the Legislature:

Contingent upon your approval, the following individual is being appointed
as a member of the Tax Equalization and Review Commission:

Jacqueline Russell, 2912 Lakeview Cove, Hastings, NE 68901

The aforementioned appointee is respectfully submitted for your
consideration. Copies of the certificate and background information are
included for your review.

Sincerely,
(Signed) Jim Pillen

Governor
Enclosures

UNANIMOUS CONSENT - Add Cointroducer(s)

Unanimous consent to add Senator(s) as cointroducer(s). No objections. So
ordered.

Senator Lippincott name added to LB15.
Senator Hansen name added to LB830.
Senator Clements name added to LB876.
Senator Lippincott name added to LB999.
Senator Dorn name added to LB1035.
Senator Jacobson name added to LB1035.
Senator McDonnell name added to LB1124.
Senator Jacobson name added to LB1269.
Senator Bosn name added to LB1320.

WITHDRAW - Cointroducer(s)

Senator Ibach name withdrawn from LB1330.

VISITOR(S)

Visitor to the Chamber was Cindy Johnson, Grand Island.

The Doctor of the Day was Dr. Steve Williams of Omaha.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 4:47 p.m., on a motion by Senator Clements, the Legislature adjourned
until 9:00 a.m., Friday, January 19, 2024.

Brandon Metzler
Clerk of the Legislature
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