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LECISLATIVE BILL 742

Approved by the covernor Eebruary 20, 1990

Introduced by Robak, 22; SchmLt, 23; Chizek. 31,. Smith,
33; Ashford, 6; Korshoj, 16; tiithem, 14;
El-mer, 38; Moore, 24; Labedz, 5

AN ACT relating to the Motor Vehicle Operatorrs License
Act; to amend sections 60-490, 60-4,118, and
60-4.122, Revised Statutes SuppJ-ement, 1989;
to change provisions rel-ating to eyesight and
testing requirements; to harmonize provisions;
to provj-de operative dates; to repeal the
original sections. and also section l,
Legi.slatj-ve BilI 742, Ninety-first
Legislature, Second Session, 1990; and to
declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Secti"on 1. (1'l Notwithstandinq subsection (1)

of section 60-407. no license or permit to operate a
motor vehicle shall be aranted to anv applicant ttntil
such applicant satisfies the examiner that he or shepossesses sufficient powers of evesioht to enable him or
her to obtain a Class A motor vehicle operatorrs license
and to operate a motor vehicle on the roads of this
state with a reasonable deoree of safetv- Ttre
Deoartment of Motor Vehicles shall- adopt and promulqate
rules and reoulations:

( a) Requirinq a minimum acuitv level of
vision. Such level may be obtained throuah the use of
standard eveolasses- contact lenses. or bioptic or
telescoptic lenses which are speciallv constructed
vision correction devices rrhich include a lens system
attached to or used in conjunction uith a carrier lens,
and

(b) Reqrririnq a minimrrm field of vision- Srrch
field of vision mav be obtained throuah standard
eveolasses- contact lenses, or the carrier lens of the
bioptic or telescoptic lenses.

If a vision aid is used bv the aoolicant to
meet the vision requirements of this subsection. the
operatorrs Iicense of the applicant shall be restricted
to the use of such vision aid when oDeratino the motor
vehicle. If the aoplicant fails to meet the vision
reouirements- the examiner shall reouire the applicant
to present an ootometristrs or ophthalmolooistrs
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statement cerlifyino the vision readino obtained when
testino the applicant within ninetv davs of the
applicantrs license examination. If the vision readinq
meets the visj.on requirements prescribed bv the
department. the visj.on reouirements of this subsection
shall have been met.

(2) Notwithstandino the provisions of secti.on
6O-411 relatino to when licenses expire, licenses issued
to persons required to use bioptic or telescoptlc.Ienses
shall expire annuaLly on the licenseers birthdav. Anv
such person shalI be reqrtired to appear annuallv before
an examiner to demonstrate his or her abi-litv to drive
and maneuver a motor vehicle as a condition of renewal
of his or her operator's license.

Sec. 2. That section 60-490, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1989, be amended to read as follows:

60-49O - Except as provided in section
60-4,135 and except for operatorrs li.ceuses issued to
Dersons reorrired to use bioptic or telescoptic lenses,
aIl operators' Iicenses contemplated by the Motor
Vehicle operator I s Li.cense Act shall expire on the
Iicensee's birthday in the first year after issuance in
which t)is or her age is divisi.ble by four- Operatorrs
l-icenses issued to persons reouired to use bioptj.c or
telescoptic lenses as orovided in section 60-4-118 shall
expire annttallv on the Licenseers birthdav. AII state
identification cards issued ot) or after January 1, 1990,
shall expj.re on the cardholderrs birthday in the first
year after issuance in which his or her age is divisj"ble
by four. The expiration date shall be stated on each
Iicense or card. AII licenses and cards which expire
under thls section may be renewed witllin a ninety-day
period before the expiration date. The holder of a
vaIj.d operator's license or state identification card
may renew his or her license or card prior to the
ni.nety-day period before the expiration date on such
Iicense or card if such applicant ftlrl)i.shes positive
proof that he or she wiII be abseltt from the state
drrring the ninety-day period prior to such expiration
date.

Sec. 3. That section 60-4,118, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1989, be ametrded to read as
follows:

60-4,118. No operator's Iicense shalI be
granted to any applicant until such applicant satisfies
the examiner that he or she possessesT vith or vithou€
the aid e€ glassesT suffj-cient powers of eyesight to
enable him or her to obtain a Class O license and to
operate a motor vehicLe on the hiqhways of this state
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with a reasonable degree of safety. The Department ofMotor Vehicl-es shall adopt and oromuloate ruLes andreoulations:
( 1 ) Reouirino a minimum acuity level ofvj.sion- Such level may be obtained throuoh the use ofstandard eveolasses- contact Lenses. or bi.optic ortelescoptic Ienses which are specially constructed

vision correction devices which include a lens system
attached to or used in coniunction with a carrier lens;
and

(2) Requirino a minimum field of vision. Suchfield of vision may be obtained throuqh standardeveqlasses- contact lenses- or the carrier lens of thebioptic or telescoptic lenses.
If a vision ai.d is used by the applicant tomeet the vision requj.rements of this section. theoperatorts license of the aoplicant shalL be reitricted

to the use of such visi.on aid when operati.na the motor
vehicle. If the aoplicant fails to meet the visionrequirements- the examiner shall resuire the applicantto present an optometristrs or ophthalmolooist t sstatement certifvinq the vision readino obtai.ned whentestino the applicant within ni.netv davs of theaoolicantrs license examination. If the vision readino
meets the vision requirements prescribed bv thedepartment. the vision reqrrj.rements of this sectionshall have been met- :If7 fren the exanina€iea E*ven anyapplieantT it appears that. the appliean€ls Foyeta ofeyesiEht are gueh €hat he or ghe eannet opelate a not6fvehiele ori the hiEhvays ef this s€ate vith a reasonabledeEree of aafety; the exaniner shall require theapp+ieant t6 preaent a deeterls er optenetristls
ee"tifieate to the effee€ that the applieaBt hasstrffie+ent pove?s of eyesight €er sueh pH?pose before
issuinE a }ieense t6 the appl+eant? *f it is iHdiea€ed
by the exanination by the exaniHe? or by the doeter-!s oroptone€ristfs eertifieate that t.he app+ieant nHst Hear
E+asses to neet the nin*nun visHa+ s€aHdafds se€ by thedepartnentT theh the app+ieaHt shall have the Hse ef aHyIieense issHed t6 hin 6r her re3trieted t6 wearinqq+asses vhile eperatinq a motor vehiele:

7f the appli-cation for an operatorrs license
discloses that the applicant for such license suffers
from any other physical defect or defects of a character
which may affect the safety of operation by such
applicant of a motor vehicle, the examj-ner shall require
the applicant to shord cause why srrch Iicense should begranted and, through such personal examination and
demonstration as may be prescribed by the director, to
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show the necessary ability to safely operate a motor
vehicle on the highways- If the examj.ner is satisfied,
after the demonstration. that such applicant has the
ability to safely operate a motor vehicle, an operatorts
Ij.cense may be issued to the applicant subject, at the
discretion of the director, to a l-j.mitation to operate
on.ly such motor vehicles at such time, for such purpose,
and within such area as the license shall designate.

The dj.rector may, at the request of a Iaw
enforcement officer or wlten he or stre has reason to
believe that a person may be physica).Iy or mentally
incompetent to operate a motor vehicle or a person's
driving record appears to the department to justify an
examination, give notice to the holder of an operatorrs
license to appear before an examiner for examination to
operate a motor vehj-c]e safely. A refrrsal to appear
before an examiner for an examinati.on shal.I be unlawful
and shall result in the immediate cancellation of the
personts operator's license by the director. If the
Iicense holder cannot qualify at the examinatior), his or
her operator's license shall be immediatel-y surrendered
to the examiner and forwarded to the dilector who shall
cancel llis or her license and privilege to operate a
motor vehicle. Refusal to appeal before att examitter for
examination af.ter notice to do so or to surrender an
operator's Iicense on demalrd shall be ttnlawfrtl, attd any
person fai.Iing to sttt't'ender his or her operator's
Iicense as required by this sectj.on shall be grtilty of a
CIass III misdemeanor'.

No operatorrs license referred to in thls
section shalI, under any cir-crrmsLattces, be issued to any
person who has not attained the age of sixteen years,
but upon appli.cation therefor and proof of age in the
manner provided in section 60-4A4, any sttch persoll may
take the examination required by this sectiot) at any
time within sixty days prj.or to his or her sixteenth
bi rthday.

Sec- 4- That sectiolr 60-4,722, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1989, be amended to Lead as
foI lows:

60-4 ,722 - ( 1 ) Except as provided in
subsections (2) al)d (3) of this section, Iro origit)aI or
rer:ewa.l- operatorr s license shalI be issued to atry pel'son
until such person has appearecl before an examiller to
demonstrate his or her ability to operate a motor
velricle safely as provided in section 60-4,174- The
director may accept currently valid school
transportation vehlcle operators' permits issued
pursuant to section 79-4AA-06 in lieu of reexamination
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for renewal of the operatorsr Iicenses of the holders of
such permits.

(2\ Any person who renews his or her Class O
Iicense shaIl appear before an examiner to demonstrate
hls or her ability to operate drive and maneuver a motor
vehic Ie saf ely as provided in strHivi sion ( 2 ) of sectior)
60-4,1147 exeep€ that sueh pe"son shall be required €o
denonstrate his or heu abili€y €e d"ive and naneHyer a
Rotor vehiele; as provided +n subdiyision (?) of sueh
seetion; only at the discretion of the examiner. except
that a oerson required to use bioptic or telescootic
Ienses shall be required to demonstrate his or her
ability to drive and maneuver a motor vehicle safelv
each time he or she renews his or her license.

(3) Any person who renetrs his or her Class O
license prior to its expiration shall. not be required to
demonstrate his or her knowledge of the motor vehicle
Iaws of this state as provided in subdivisi.on (3) of
sectiorr 60-4,114 if he or she presents to the examiner
an abstract of his or her driving record which sho$rs
that such person has had no traffic violations ds
described in section 39-669 -26 from the date the
operator's license was last issued to the date the
abstract was issued. A person nay apply for and receive
an abstract of his or her driving record from the
Department of Motor Vehj.cles using the procedtrre
prescribed in secti-on 60-483, Eor purposes of this
section, no abstract shall be used if issrred more than
ninety-five days prior to the expiration of such
person's operator's Iicense-

(4) Any person who renews a state
identifj.cation card shall appear before an examiner and
present his or her current state identification card.
The examining officer, upon examination of the card, may
require one additional form of proof of identification
described in section 60-444.

Sec. 5. Sections 2, 3, 4. and 6 of this act
sllall become operative on September l, 1990. The other
sections of this act shall become operative on their
effective date.

Sec - 6. That original sections 60-490,
60-4,114, and 60-4,122, Revised Statrrtes Supplement,
f949, and also section 1, Legislative BiIt 742,
Ninety-first Legislature, Secor)d Session, 1990, are
repealed -

Sec. 7, Since an emergency exists, this act
shall be in ftrll force and take effect, from and after
its passage and approval, accor-ding to law-
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