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LB 536

AN ACT relating to shoplifting; to amend section 24'523,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943; to
provide a cause of action for shoPlifting; to
provide Iiabj.Iity as prescribed; to provide
that certain claims are nonassignablei to
define a term; to provide an exception to the
number of claims permissible in SmalI Claj'ms
Courti and to repeal the original sectj'on'

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. (1)(a) Any person who commits the
crime of theft bv shoDliftino as provided in section
)8-511 . 01 or whose conduct is described bv section
28-511.01 or (b) the parents of a minor wtro commits the
oilr= of thLft bv shopliftino as provided in section
28-511 rc1 or whose conduct is described by section
28-511. 01 =h.Il b" Ii"bI" to th" owt"r of th"
merchandise in a civil acti-on for:

as a direci result of tie i'ncident of s)ropliftinq- whiclr
rra], lncluda but shall not be lilnited to- fuII retail
illue. cost of repair- or cost of replacement of the
merchandi se :

(ii) Costs of maintaininq the actioni and
iiii) Reasonable attornev's fees if such owner

has retained the services of an attornev in maintaininq
I]re action and the action is not ip the SmaII Claims
Court.
ordinance shaII not be a condition precedent to
maintaini"nq an action under this section'

(3) Recoverv under this section may be had in
addition to- and shall not be limited bv' anv other
prwision of law which Iimits the Iiabi'Iitv of the
6lmts for tortious conduct of a minqr, The Iiabi'Iitv
6?-the parents and the mj'nor shall be ioint and several'

any other cause of action which the owngr of merchandise
mafhave aqaj.nst a person who unlawfully or wronqfully
tals merchandise from the owner's store or retail
establi shment.
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this secti.on mav be assi.qned.
(6) The fact that an owner of merchandise mav

commence an action under this section shall not limitthe riqht of such owner to demand- in writinq_ that anvperson who is liable for damaqes and costs under thi.ssection remit such damaqes and costs prior to the
commencement of an action.(7) This section shall only apply to causes ofaction which accrue after the effective date of thisact.

(B) Eor purposes of this section- minor shalI
mean any j.ndividual under seventeen years of aqe.(9) Notwithstandinq anv other provisj-on ofthis section. no parent shall be liab]e to the owner ofmerchandi-se in a civil acti.on unless such minor islivinq with such parent at the time the conductdescribed by section 28-511.01 j.s committed-

Sec. 2- That section 24-523, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read asfol]ows:
24-523. (1) Parties in the SmaII Claims Courtmay be individuals, partnerships, corporations, unions,associations, or any other kind of organization orenti ty -

(21 No party shall be represented by anattorney in the SmaII Claims Court-
(3) An indivj.dual shalI represent himself 9!herself in the SmaII Claims Court, A partnership shallbe represented by a partner or one of its employees- Aunion shall be represented by a union member or unionemployee. A corporation shall be represented by one ofits employees. An association shall be represented byone of its members or by an employee of the association.

Any other kind of organi.zation or entity shall berepresented by one of its members or employees.
(4) OnIy a party, natural or otherwise, whohas been a party to the transaction with the defendantfor which t)re claim is brought may file and prosecute aclaim in the Small Claims Court_
(5) No party may file an assigtred claim in theSmalI CIaims Court.
(6) No party shall file more than two claimswithin any calendar week nor more than ten claims in anycalendar year in the Smatl CLaims Court. lhiisubsection strall not apply to actions brouoht pursuant

to section 1 of this act.
(7) Notwithstanding any other provision ofthis section, an executor or admj.nistrator of adecedentrs estate, a guardian, or a conservator may be a
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party in the SmaII Claims Court.
Sec. 3. That original section 24-523, Reissue

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, is repealed.
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