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LEGISLATIVE BILL 518

Approved by the Govertror Apri} 13, 1988

Introduced by V. JohIrson, 8; Cl.rambers, 11

AN ACT relating to infants; to amend section 43-512,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1987; to increase
the maximum amounts of aid to dependent
children; to provide for transition benefits
as prescribed; to require a report; to provide
an operative date; and to repeal the original
section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraski,

Section 1. That section 43-512, Revised
Statutes supplement, 19A7, be amended to read as
foI Iows:

43-572. (1) Any dependent chil.d, as defilled
in section 43-504, or any relative of such dependent
child may file with the Department of Social Services a
written application for financial assi.stance for stlch
child on forms furnished by the department.

(21 The department, through its agents and
employees, shall therettpotr make such investigation as it
deems necessary or as may be reqttired by the county
attorney. If the investigatiolr or the application for
fi.nancial assistance discloses that such chi.Id has a
parent or stepparent who is able to colltribltte to the
support of such child al)d has failed to do so, a copy of
the finding of such ilrvestigation atrd a copy of the
application shall immediately be fi.Ied with the county
attorlrey or authorized attorltey.

(3) The department shall make a finding as to
whether the application referred to in strbsection (1) of
this section shall be allowed or denied. If it is fortlrd
that the applicati.on should be allowed, the department
shaII frlrther find the amottnt of monthly assistaDce
which should be paid with reference to such dependetlt
chiId. Except as may be otherwi.se provided, paymellts
sha1l be made by state warratlt, and the amount of
paymerrts shall not exceed tvo hundred HinetY-three !!l!gg
lrundred dollars per. month Yhefe when there i.s bttt one
dependent child and one eligible caretaker relative ill
any home, plus an additional seven€y-eHe seventv-fj.ve
dollars per month on behalf of each additional eligible
person. No payments shall be made for amoullts totaling
Iess than ten dollars per month, except in the recovery
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of overpayments.
(4) The amorrnt whiclt shall be paid as

assistarlce with respect to a dependent child shall be
based in each case upon the conditions dlsclosed by the
investigation made by the department. An appea] shall
lie from the findinq made in eaclt case to the Dj.rector
of Social Services. Such appeat may be taken by any
taxpayer or by any rel-ative of strch chll-d. proceedings
for and upoll appeal shalL be condtrcted in the same
manner as provided for in sectj,ol) 68-1016.

( 5 ) ( a) Eor the prlrpose of preventing
dependency, the Dir.ector of Social- Services is
atrthorized to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations
providing for servj.ces to former and potel)tial
recipients of aid to dependent children and medical
assistance benefits. The director is furthex authorized
to adopt and promulgate rules and regrrlations
establishir:g programs aDd cooperating with programs of
work irlcentive, work experience, job traininc;, and
educatj.on. The provisions of this section witll regard
to determinatj.on of need, amount of payment, maximtrmpaymeltt, and method of paymel)t shall not be app)-i-cable
to families or chiLdren included itr such programs.

(b) I f a recipient of aid to depeltdent
chi. ldren is empl.oved i.n a full-time- unsrrbsidized.iob
after havinq parLicipated in any of tlte pro(rams
established purstrant to subdivisi.on (a) of this
subsection and srrclt iob results in the loss of aid to
dependent children. the recipient mav be elicrible for
the followinq benefits in or.der to help the familvdrtrina the transition from public assistance to
i ndependence :

(i) Chi-l-d care for tltree motrths fol-lowincr the
month in which tlle recipielt beqins emplovment if srrcll
child care services are needed to assist in emplovment
retention: and

(iil Medical assistat)ce for. up to twelve
months aftel the month tlte recipient becomes emploved
atrd is no lorrcrer eLioibl-e for aid to dependent cltiLdt.en.
EttLI rnedical assistarrce shalI be allowed for the fir.st
forrr rnonths of such twelve-month period. Eor the
remaininq eictltt months. frrII medical assistance shaIl, be
allowed for anv reclpient whose itrcome is less than orte
hurrdred fifty percent of the federal illcome povertyqrridelines after disrecrards allowed bv the Department of
SociaL Services- Medical assistance shall be all-owed
for al)y participant whose income is olle hundred fiftvpercelrt or more aud less thal) olre hlrndred eicrltty-fj_vepercent of tl:e federal income poverty otridelines after

-2-466



disreqards allowed bv the Department of Social Serviies,
exceot that a recipient shall be reouired to pay an
amount eoual to ten percent of that portj.on of the
recloietrt's qross income which is qreater than one
hundred fj"ftv percent of the federal income Dovertv
cluidelines. The Director of Social Services shall seek
a waiver from federal requlations in order to allov/
federal matchinq fttnds for extended medi.cal assistance
bevond that allowed bv lav/ on the oDerative date of this
act.

(6) Eor purposes of sections 43-512 to
43-512.10, ttnless the context otherwise requires:

(a) Authori.zed attorney shall mean an attorney
employed by the county subject to the approval of the
corrnty board, employed by the Department of SociaI
Services, or appointed by the court, who is authorized
to investigate and prosecrrte child and spousal support
cases; and

(b) Spottsal support shall be defined as
provided in section 42-347 -

Sec- 2. The Director of Social Services shall
report antruaLlv not later than Eebrtlarv I of each vear.
to the Leqislattlre reoardina the effectivenesq of
proqrams established pursuant to strbdivision (5)(a) of
sectior) 43-512. The report shall i.nclude. but not be
limited to:

(1) The nrrmber of prooram partici.nants:.
(2t The ntrmber of Droqram particj'pallts who

become emploved- whether .such emplovment is full time or
part time or subsidized or unsttbsidized. and whether the
emplovlnenE was retained for at least thirty davs:

( 3 ) StlPportive services Drovided to
participants in the Drooram:

(4) Grant redrrctiolls realized; alld
(5) A cost and benefit statement for the
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January 1, 1989,
Sec- 4
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Thj.s act shall become operative on

Tlrat original sectiolr 43-5L2, Revised
Statrrtes Supplement, 1987, is repea)-ed
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