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LEGISI,ATIVE BILT, 1228

Approved by Lhe covcrnor April 8, 1998

Introduced by Bohlke, 33 ; Abboud, 12; Braehear, rl; Brom, 23 i Biofi, 6 i
Elmer, 44, Hilqert, ?; Hudkins, 21;,ransaen, 15, DT. Pedersen,
39; D, Pedcrso\,42, C. Pctcraon,35; Raikes,25; Schimek,2T;
Schrock, 38, Stuhr, 24, Suttle, 1,1, Thompson, L4i Nesely, 25i
9licker8hm, 49, wlllhof t., 34

AN ACT relating to schoola, to mad secEion 9-812, Reissue Revlsed SlaEutes
of Nebraska; to adopt the Quality EducatioD Accoutability Acti to
provide for fudlng; to Drovide dutie6 fo! the Excellence in
Education Coscil; t,o harcnizc provisi.ona; ed to rcpeal the
original seclion.

8e ie enacted by the peoDLe of the St.at.e of Ncbraska.

sectsion 1

Sec

subsection (2) of this seqtion and at Least two of the premier @a1itv factors

of the prenier @a1itv faccors in subsection (3) of this 6esLion. The aevenEh
vear and each vear thereafLer a local avaEem croalifieg for @alitv education
incentives, the svsEem shall meet. all of Lhe prinarv @a1ity factors in

(2) The primarv quality factors are:

for all expelled studenta pursuant to aubsecci-on (1) of section ?9-255 if anv
erculgions occuri and

DercenC; and
(e) An approved proqram for learners wi.th hiqh ability pursuant to

sections 79-11.06 to 79-1108 is available Lo everv sgudent iilenclfied as a
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pawents .
(6) OualiLv cducation incentive pawents 8haLl be made from the

(7) Oualitv education incentive pament.a shal1 only be ueed for
pilot proiecLe or model proqrma for the pumoses set forth ln aection 9-812

Sec. 3, The School Finance Review comittee with assistance from
the State Department of Education shal1 complete a feasibility studv and make
recomendations for a financial reporti.nq syst,em for all kinderqarten throuqh
qrade twelve local svstems as defi.ned in section 79-1003 and report !o Lhe
Educati.on Comittee of Ehe Leqi6l,ature bv December 1, 1998. The financi.al
reportino svstem shall :

(1) Provide for s[andardizaLion and unifomitv in the claseification
of all recelpts and expendiEures as a basis for preparinq financial reportE;

each loca1 svatem, and each aEEendance cenCer:
(3) Be adapEable !o chanqino requesLs for infomation;(4) Be provided in an electronic fomatst

district aeparat.ely and aE an aoqreqale,
(6) Provide for electronic filinq of, report.6 wllh the departBcnt and

the Auditor of Public Accountsr
(7) Provide for electronic access Lg reporLs as filed; and
(8) Maintain compatibilitv with existinq accountind svst.ems.
Sec. 4. (1) The state Board of Education shal1 implement a

statewide assessment procram for students in a selected orade in each of lhe
qrade ranoea four Ehrouqh six. seven throuqh nine, and ten throuoh tuelve each
fall semester beoinnino wiEh the fa11 semester of 2000. The assessment
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(2) The Durposes of Ehe assessment proorm are to:

(b) Meaaure proqress of sEudents in a school svstm toward meetinq
acad@ic sbudard.s established bv the atsate board,(c) Provide infomation for analvsis of adopted standards and
consideration of new gtandarda,

available based on at.t.endance centers.
(5) The departsment sha11 be regpcnsible for the cosc of Ehe

assessment. mat.erials and scorino.
Sec. 5. The StaLe Board of Education sha1l develop ouidelines for

mentor beacher proqrams in local svstms in ord.er to provi.de onooinq support
for individuals enterino the teachinq professi,on. Pundino for menbor teacher
proqrils shall be provided to local svstems nhich provi.de each fir6t-vear
ceacher in the local svsEem wi.th a mentsor, The mentor teasher proqrms 6ha11
be funded bv the Educalion Innovation Fund pursuant to subsection (2) of

Sec. 6. The Stace Board of Educacion shall adopt and promuldate
rules and refllations !o carry out, the Oualitv Educat.ion Accoutabilitv Ac!.

Sec. 7. gcccion 9-812, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, ig
maded to read:

9-812, (1) A11 money received from the operatian of Iott.ery gdes
conducEed pursuant to the SLate Lottery Act ln Nebraska tha1l be depo8ited ln
lhe s!a!e Lotbery operation Trust Fud, which fund is hereby created. A11
paFenEs of expenges of the operation of Ehe lottery gile8 shaLL be made from
the state Lott.ery operation ca6h Fund. ra accordance with legislative
appropriationa, money for palments for expenses of the division shall be
traBsferred from the State IJoLtery Operation TruEt Fund Eo the State Lottery
operation cash Fund, which fund is hereby created. All money necessary for
the palmenc of lottery prizes Bhall be tranaferred from thc Scate Loltery
Operation Trust Fund to the St.ate LoLtery Prize Trust Futrd, which fund is
hereby creatsed. The amount used for the palment of lotcery prize8 shalL not
be less thaa forty percent of the dollar amount of the loEtery tickets which
have been sold. At least t{enty-five percent of the dolLar amount of uhe
lottery tlckets whicb have been sold on an annualized basis sha11 be
transferred from the StaEe LoEtery OperaLion Trust Fund to the Education
Innovation Fund, the Solid waste LandfilI closure AasisEance Fund, the
Nebraska Enviramencal Trust Fund, and the Compulsive GambterE Aggiacance
Fund. Forty-nine and one-half percent of the money remainiag after the
palment. of prlzes and operating expenseg shall be transferred co the Education
rmovation Fund. Begiming on July 15, 1993, and continuing through July 1,
1997, twenty-four and one-half percenE of the noney rmaining after lhe
palment of prizes and operating expenses shall be transferred to the soIj,d
waste Landfill Closure AssiEtance Fund and cweney-five percenE of the money
rmaining after the palment of prizes anal operaEing expenses shall be
transferred ta the Nebraska EnviroMentsal ?rusc Frnd to be used aE provided in
the Nebraska Enviromental lrust Act. AfEer JuIy 1, L997, forty-nine and

-3 743



LB 7228 LB L228

one-half percent of the noney remaining after the palmen! of prizes andoperatlng expenaea shall be tranaferred to the Nebraska Envi.roment.al Trusl
Fund to be used as provided in the Nebraska Enviromental Trust Aqt. Onepercent of the noney remaj.ning afler the palment. of prizes and. operating
expenses Ehall be lranaferred to Lhe Compulaive canblers Asaiatance Fund Eo be
used as provided in sect.ions 83-152.01 to 83-162.04,(2) The Education Imovation Fund j.s hereby created. Each f,iscalyear begj.ming with fj.scal year 1994-95, aE least sevenEy-five percent of LhelotEery proceeds allocat.ed t.o the Education Imovation Fund shatL be availablc
f,or disbursement. lhe Education Imovation Fund sha1l be allocated in the

lhe fund shall be allocated
encouraqe Che development of stra

by Lhe Governor I grant.s to
by schooltegic achooL improvment plana

district6 for accorpli,shing high perfomance learning and to encourage schoola
tso eEtabllEh imovations J-n progrms or practices that reEult in restructuringt
of school organizatlon, school malagemena, and insiructional programs which
bring about improvment in the quality of education. Sucb incenlive granta
allocated bv the Governor are int.ended !o provide selected school districts,
Eeachere or groups of t.eachers, nonprofit educational organizations,
educat.ional service unlls, or cooperatives fundlng for che allowable costE of
implementinE pilot projects and model progrms.

}++*ig'*mt6 From the funds allocat.ed bv the covernor, miniqranls
sha1l be avallable !o Echool dl8trlcts to Bupport the developmenC of Etrategic
school improvement. plans whlch shall include statements of purposes and goat6
for lhe dlBtrict's. The planE sha11 also lnclude the specific aLatemenls of
improvement. or st.rategic inlElatj.ves designed to improve guallty l,earning f,or
every aEudenc.

In addilion lo the minigranEg granted for the development of
st.rat,egic school, lmprovemen! plans, Echool disCricts with annual budget
expendllures of three hundred fifty thousand doltars or le6s are elj.gible for
mj.nigrants from the funds allocated bv the Governor for the purpoaes aLlowed
in subdi.visions (2) (a) through (g) of chj.s seclion. The mount, of this lype
of ninigrant ghall not' exceed five thousand doLLars. The school dislrict
shalI presen! a curriculm supporL plan wiLh its application for lhe grant.
rhe curriculu aupport pl,an muEt show how Ehe dist,rict. is workj,ng to achleve
one or more of the alLowed purpoaes and how lhe grant will be used to directly
advance lhe plan to achieve one or more of these purposes. The plan muat be
Bigned by the school adninistrat.or and a school board representative, The
application for the gran! shall be brief. The Excellence in Education Coucil
shall select the reclDients of this tl@e of minigrant and sha1l adninlsEer
Euch minlgranta.

l.t#j# From lhe funds aLlocated bv the covernor, maior compeEitivegrants thaLl be avallable to supporl imovative progrms which are directLy
related to Ehe sErategic school improvement ples. The developmenl of a
sCrategic achool improvemcne plan by a school disLricc shall be required
before a qrant Is awarded. Arnual reports sha1l be made by proqram recipients
docNentinE tshe effectiveness of the progrm in i.mprovlng the quality of
educaLion as designed in t.he strategic school itrprovment plans. Special
consiileratj.on sha11 be given to plans which concain public or private matching
funds and cooperative ag'reements, lncluding agrements for in-kind services.
PurposeE for whlch licstJ# such naior compet.itive arapts would be offered
sha1l lncluder(a) Professional staff developmenc programB to provide fundE for
teacher and adnlnistrator training and continuinq education Lo upgrade
teaching and adminiEErative skl116,(b) The development of strategic school improvenent plans by school
discricEE; (c) Educational cechnology assist.ance to public schools for the
purchage and operatlon of computers, Lelecomunicationa equipmenC and
services, and other foms of technological imovatlon which may enhance
clasEroom teachingr inBtructional hanagement, and disbriqbwide adminialracion
pursuant. t'o ehe sEaEe,E goal of ensuring that all kindergart.en through grade
twelve public schoo] districts or affillated schooL aystms have a direcl
comection to a slatewide public computer infomaCion neCwork by June 30,
2000. The telecomputing equipment and aervlces needed to mecc this goal nay
be funded under this EubsecEion, section8 19-L233 and 79-L3L0, or any
combination of Euch subsectlon and seclions. Such telecomunicatlons
equipment, sewices, and fom6 of technical lnnovatj.on sha1l be approved by
thc State DepartmenL of Educagion in consultation with Lhe Department of
Administratlve seryices to insure compati.bility of technologies and compliance
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with atatewide prioriLies,
(d) An educational accouncability program co develop an educaLional

indicators ayatm to measure the performance and ouLcomes of public schools
and to enaure effj.ciency in operations,

(e) AlcernaLive progrms for studente, lncJ.uding underrepresented
groupa, at-rlak atudents, and dropoucsi

(f) Progrms that drcnslrate improvment of student perfomance
asalnsE valid natlonal and international achlevenent stsandardsi

(s) Early childhood and parent educatlon which emphasizes child
development. i

(h) P,rogrils using deci6iomaking models that j.ncrease involvemen!
of parents, teacherg, and students in school managenent;

(i) Increased involvement of the comunity in order Eo achieve
increased confidence in and satisfaction with its achools;

(j) Development of magnet ar model progrms deeigned to facilj.tate
deseEregaeloni

(k) Progrils that addreas famlly and social isEues impairing the
learning productivlty of students;

(1) Progrms enhancing critical and higher-order thinklng
capabi 1 i ties;

(m) Progrils which produce the guality of education necessary to
guarantee a competiclve work force;

(n) Progrils desigmed to increasc productivj.Ey of ataff and studenEs
through imovative uEe of cj-me;

(o) Trainj.nq progirds designed to benef.it teachers at a1I 1ev.18 of
educaiion by increasing their ability to work with educational technol.ogry in
che clasaroom,

(p) ADproved progrms or Eervicea under sections 79-1105 to 79-1108;
and

(c) Progrms for students with diEabili.ties receiving special
educalion under the gpecial EducaEion Act and Etudents needinE aupport
serviceE as defioed in aectlon 79-1185, which progrmE demonstrace improved
outcomes fgr studenLs through emphasls on prcvenEion and collaboragive
plamlng.

The covernor shalL establish the Excellence ln Educati,on coucll.
fhe covernor shall appoint eleven menbers !o the council, including
rcpresenEaLives of educational orqanlzation6, pos!secondary educational
instituLions, tshe buainess comunity, and Lhe general public, membera of
school boardE and parent educaEion aasociationa, achool admlnistsralors, and aL
Ieast four teachers who are engaged in classroom teachinq. The state
Departnent of Edusation shall provide staff supporE for the coucil !9
a&oinister lhe Education Innovation Pund, includinq the oualitv Education
Account,ablliEv Act. The council sha1l have the following powers and dueies:

(i) In conaultation with rhe state Departnent of Education, develop
aDd pubtlEh crj.teria for the awarding of i.lgEEElXg sralts q-LL99e!-eq---by--!Xg
Goveraor for programs pursuant to this aubsection, incLuding minigranEs;

(11) provide recomendatLons !o the Govemor regarding the selecLion
of projects Eo be funded and the dislribution aDd duration of Droject funding;

(lil) Establiah standards, formats, procedures, and timelinea for
the succesaful implenentation of approved progrms funded by incenLive orants
allocat.ed bv the covernor from the Educalion Im.ovaEion Fund;

(iv) AssisE school districts in delemlnj.ng the effectiveneEs of the
innovationa in progrms and praclices and measure the subsequent degrec of
improvement ln the quality of education;

(v) consider Ehe reasonable distribut.lon of funds across the state
and all classea of school districts; iid

(vl) carrv out its duties pursuanE Eo lhe OuaIiEv EducaEion
AccountabiliEv Act; and

(vii) Provide annual reporcs co the Governor concerning programs
funded by the fund. Each report shall include the nunlcer of appLicants and
approved applicant6, an overview of Lhe various proqrams, objectives, and
anticipated outcomes, and detaiLed reports of Lhe cost of each progre.

To assisL the coucil in carrying ouE ils duties, the State Board of
Education shaI1, in consultation uith lhe councj.1, adopt and promulgale rules
and regulatj.ons establishing criteria, sLandards, and procedures regarding the
aelection and adminietration of programs funded from the Education Innovation
Fund, includinq ltre Oualitv Education Accountabilitv Act.

(3) Recj.pients of incentive granEs @ from
the Education ImovacLon Fud sha1l be reguired to provide, upon requesL, such
data relating to the funded prograns and initiati.ves aa the Governor deems
necessary.

(4) Any money in the state Lotcery Cperation Trust Fund, Lhe StaEe
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Lot.tery Opcration CaBh !\tnil, thc SLatc LolLcry prlze IruEE Fund, or uhcEducaLlon Innovatlon Eud avallable for inveEtnent shall be lnvested by thesEale invcatment officer Eurauant, to the Nebraaka Capital Expansion Ac! udthe Nebraska St.abe Funds Inveatnent Act,(5) Unclaimed prize money on a wiming lot.tery ticket shal1 beretained for a Deriod. of tlne prescribed by rulas and regulationa. If noclalm ia madc wlthln auch perlod, thG prlzc money shall be uscd at lhcd.iscrelioD of the Tax Comissioner for any of lhc Durposea prescribed ln thissection.
Sec. 8. OriEinal BecLion 9-812, RelEaue Revlsed StaEutes of

Nebraska, 1s repealed.
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