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LEGISLATIVE BILL 957

Approved by the Governor March 19, 1996

Introduced by Sluhr, 24i Bol].Lke, 33, Harlnett, 45

AN AcT relating to schools; to anend sccEion 79-426,L9, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, sections 32-542 and 32-506, Revised Statutes
SupplemenL, 1994, and srction 155, Legislative BiLl 900,
l{inety-fourth Legislature, Second session, 1996; to change
provi8ions relaLing to certain school board electionsi to harmonize
provisionsi Lo provide an operative datei and t'o repeaL the original
sections.

Be it enacted by the people of Lhe State of Nebraska,

Section l. Section 32-542, Revised Statutes Supplerent, L994, is
anended to readl

32-542. Three school board ncmbers shall be elected for each class
II school district at each statevride pr+GrT general electlon, except that
when a Class II school district is created by a Class I school district erhich
deterDines by a rajority vote to establish a high school pursuant to section
79-70L, a six-[eDber board shall be elected at the nexL statewide pr+n$?
general election and the three menbers receiving the highest nunber of votes
shall be elected for terns of four years, and the three Denbers receiving the
next highest nunber of votes shall be elecLed for terns of two years. Each
nenber's term of office shall begin on the Firs€ +tesdry in Jrnrc H+G#ing Fft
cr her *eeiofr
except
until

as otherHise
the nenberrs

in this section, shall conLi.nue for four
successor is elected and qualified.

neet qualificati.ons founal 1n section 79-443.OL
Sec. 2. SecLion 32-606, Reviscd Statutes Supplement, 1994, is

anended to read:
32-606. (1) Any candidate Day place hj.s or her na[e on the prinary

eLection balloL by filing a candidate filing forn prescribed by the Secretary
of state a6 provided in section 32-607. If a candidate for an elective officej.s the incunbent, the deadline for filing the candidaLe filing forD shall be
Eebruary 15 prior to the date of the primary elect.ion. No j.ncumbent who
resigns fron elective office prior to the expiratj.on of his or her terE shall
file for any office after Eebruary 15 of that election year. AII other
candidates shaLL file for office by Dlarch 1 prlor to the date of the primary
elecLion. Al1 candidate filing forDs which are Dailed shall be in the offlce
of the filing officer no later than the day of the filing deadlino.

(2) Any candidate for a county office in a counly under Lownship
organizatj,on, Lhe board of directors of a reclanation di.strict, the board of
direcLors of a public power district receiving annual gross revenue of less
than forty nillion dollars, or
the board of an educaLional service uni! nay place his or her nane on the
general election ballot by filing a candidaLe filing form prescrj.bed by the
secrctary of State as provided in section 32-607 by August 1 prior to Lhe date
of the general eleclion, All candidate filing forns which are nailed shall be
in the officc of the filing offj.cer no later than the day of the flllng
deadline.

(3) Any city having a home rule charter nay provide for flllng
deadlines for any person desi.ring to be a candidaLe for the office of council
lenbcr or nayor.

Sec. 3. Sectj.on 79-426.L9, ReiBsue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is
anendcd to readr

79-426.19. !,lj.thin Lhirty days after the classifj,cation by the
county superintendent of schools of lhe reorganized school dlstricts, the
county reorganization conmittee shall appoint fron anong the qualified
elecLors of each new school districL creaLed Ehe nunber of nenbers necessary
to consti.tute a school board or board of educaLion of the class in which the
new Echool disLrict has been classifi.ed, A reorganizeal school district shaU
be forned and organized and shall have a governj.ng board no! later than Aprif
1 following the last Legal acLlon, as prescribed in sectj.on 79-426,18,
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necessary to effect the changes in boundaries as set forLh in Lhe plan of
reorganization although Lhe physical reorganization of 6uch reorganized school
di.strict nay no! take effect unLil June l. The first board shall be appoinLed
on an at-Iarge basis, and all boards shall be elected aL large until such time
as school districts are established as provided in section 32-554, ff the new
school district invoLves EeEitory lying in two or nore counties, the school
board or board of education shall be appointed by the joinL action of Lhe
county reorganization comnittees involved.

fn appointing the firsL board of a class If school district, the
nembcrs shall be appointcd so Lhat Lhe terms of three members shcl+ expire on
Ehe {.i#ts M*" in Jffi of the fj#e ctan-rHibea.d ltr date of Lhe first
regular neeLing of Lhe board in January aftcr the fj.rst cven-nunbered year
following their appointment and the term6 of Lhe three renaining memblrs Jh:e:+
expire on the +irst +ue.dry in Jrxrc cf date of the first regnrlar ncetind of
the board in Januarv after the second even-nunbered year following their
appointnenL, At the statevri.de prirer? general election in the first
even-numbered year after the reorganization, there shall be elected in each
Class II school district three board nenbcrs !o tcrms of four years, and
thereafter all candidates shall be elected Lo Lerns of four years, Each
nenberts terE shall. begin on the :Fi+st {r*erd*y ir Jffi date of the first
reoular neeting of Lhe board in January following his or her elecLion.

In appointing the fi.rst board of a class III school disLrict with a
six-nenber board serving terms of four years, the terms of three menbers shall
expire on the first Thursday after thc firs! Tuesday in January after the
first even-numbered year following their appoj.ntnent and the terms of Lhe
three renaining nembers shall expire on the first Thursday after tshe first
Tuesday in January after the second even-numbered year following Lheir
appointnent,

In appo.inting the first board of a C1ass fII school district eJith a
nine-member board serving terms of four years, the Larns of four members shall
expire on Lhe firsL Thursday after Lhe first Tuesday in January after the
first even-nulbercd year following bheir appointnent and thc Lerns of five
menbers shall expire on Lhe firsL Thursday after the first Tuesday in January
aftcr the second even-nurbered year following their appoincnenL.

lhereafter all class Iff school boards shall be elected to terms of
four years.

Tbe school board or board of educatlon so appointed shall procEed at
once to organize in the manner prescribed by law.

sec. 4. Section 155. Legislative BiIl 900, Ninety-fourth
Legislature, second Session, 1996, is alended to read:

sec. 155. A class II school districts shall be created whenever a
Class I school di.sLrict dctarnines to establish a high school by a najority
vote of Lhe qualified voters at an annual or special meeting.

The members of the school board srrving lrhen it is decided Lo
establish a high school shalL conLinue in office until the fi'r?s€ +m.da? in
Jffi fuI+c*i{rg th€ rcxt rt t #ide pr+ilart c}ccfinrt first regular Deetind of
the board in January following the next statewide general election. The class
II school district board shall be elected pursuant to sectj.on 32-542.

Sec. 5. This acL becomes operaLive on January L, L997.
Sec. 6. original section 79-426.19, Reissue Revised statutes of

Nebraska, sections 32-542 and 32-606, Revised statutes Supplenent, 1994, and
secLion 155, Legislative Bill 900, NineLy-fourth Leglslature, Second Sessi-on,
1995. are repealed.
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