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LB 529

AN ACT relating to schools; to amend sections
79-4,14O.04 to 79-4,tq).OA and 7g-t247.C5,Revised Statutes Supplement, 19a6; toauthorize the implementation of certainprograms when funds are appropriated by theLegj.slature; to provj.de for the termination ofof certaj.n provj.sionsi and to repeal theorigJ.nal sect j.ons.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Section 1- That section 79-4,14O.O+, Revi.sedStatutes Supplement, 1986, be amended to read asfollows:
79-+,14O.04- There is hereby created theProfessional Staff Development program to beadmj.nistered by the State Department of Education. Thedepartment shall adopt and promulgate rules andregulations for the admir)istratj.on of such program aHdby JUI!, 31; 1987; when funds are approori.atld bv theLeqislature to fund such proqram and make disiributionof such funds payable to such program. Admj.nistratj.vecosts shaII be paid from the departmentr s generalbudget. Payments, not to exceed fifty dollars foi eachcertificated teacller or administrator in the district oreducational service unit, shall be made to each schooldistrict or educational service unit which has submittedan inservice plan. Such plan shall have been developedwith the participation of teachers and administratbrsemployed by such district or educational service unit

1!d shall be approved by the State Department ofEducation. Thd plan shaII include components fortraining administrators in conducting teacherevaluations and any other components which the board mayby rule or regulatj.on deem necessary. To assist th;department in implementj.ng this section, theCommissioner of Education with the approval of the boardshall appoint an Ad.visory Committee on StaffDevelopment. The size, composition, and duties to beperformed by the advisory committee shall be determj-nedby the board, except that the advisory committee shall
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be representative of the various elements of the
ear"ationaf community. The advisory committee shall
continue for at Ieast three years after July 10' 1984'
Thereafter, the board may ai deemed necessary continue
itre aavisory committee on an annuaL basis'

Sec.2. That section 79-4'f4O'05' Revised
Statutes Supplement, l-986, be amended to read as

fo I lows :
7g-4,t4O-C,6. The State Board of Education

shall, by JuIy 317 1987 when funds are apDroPriated bv
ite i".rLstati.e ro. =uch Dtotrtaln, - -establish and the
SfE- D"p.rt.""t "f Education shall administer a

scienti,st'-in-resj.dence program in the pubtic schools of
the state for the prr.po"L oi encouraging persons .with
;;;";ai;. in the "ii".r."" to make speciar presentations'-
;;;;ie; direct educational services to students' and
provide guidance to teachers.

t32E '2-

follows:

Education shall
of Education shaIl
regulations

79-+,r40.os. The State Department of
the State Boardand

and promulgate rules and
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to schools

Statutes

The scientist-in-residence program shaII aIIowfor specialists in the social, physical, or Lifesciences or in advanced technology to particj.pate asteacher-partners in a school, school district, number ofschool districts. or educational service uni.t- Aresidency may be as short as one week and as long as onesemester. Any residency may be extended upon agreementby the scientist-in-residence, the State Department ofEducation, and the school district, school districts, oreducational service unit. The department shall adoptand promulgate rules and regulations necessary for theestablishment and administration of thescientist-1n-residence program. Such rules andregulations shalI include, but not be Iimited to,provisions regarding the application forscientist-in-residence status, the term of resi.dencies,
and evaluati.on of the program. Nothing in this sectionshall prohibj-t funding of the scientist-in-residence
program by prj.vate sources.

Sec. 4, That section i9-4,14O.07, RevisedStatutes Supplement, 1986, be amended to read asfollows:
79-4,f4O.O7 - The State Department ofEducation shall, by July 17 +997 when funds ar.eaopropriated bv the Leqi.slature to carry out thissection, identify exemplary curriculum materials for usej.n Nebraska schools. Such materials may includej.nnovatj-ve programs, supplementary materials, unj,queapproaches to presenting existing materials, andmaterials which make use of nev, technologlcal

developments- All such materials shaLl have ademonstrable capacity to improve the quality andeffecti.veness of instruction and shatl have beendeveloped 1n Nebraska or, if developed outside Nebraska,shall have been adapted for use in Nebraska. In orderto make such materials fully availabLe to Nebraskaschools, the State Department of Education shatlestablish a dissemj.nati.on program which shaII includesummer institutes conducted by teacher education
institutions in the state. Dissemination program
activitj.es may include :

( 1 ) crants to teachers who developed or
adapted exemplary curriculum materials;

(2) Grants to teacher education institutions
for the administrative costs of offering institutes; and

(3) Reproduci.ng and delivering trial materials
79-4,140.OA,
amended to
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Revi sed
read as

Sec. 5. That sect.ion
Supplement, 1986, be
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foI Iows :
79-4,1.4O.OA. The State Department of

Education shaII, by Juty 17 1987 when funds are
appropriated by the Leqislature to carry out this
sectfon, in consultation rrith the Nebraska educational
teievi.slon network, colleges and universities in the
state, the educational service units, such other public
and private committees and groups as are deemed to have

"xpeiti=e in the field of educational technology, and
tnl eoticy Research Office, establish a statb-IeveI
consortium wtrich shall:

(1) Identj.fy, evaluate, and publish a Iist of
high-quality courseware which is available to be used by
teachers to supplement curriculum;

(2) Provlde guj'delines to assist }ocaI school
districts and educational service uni.ts in making
decisions regardi-ng:

(a) Acquiring of technological hardware,
software, and related servicesi

(b) Trai.nj.ng current and prosPective staff in
the use of educational technology, including, but not
Iimited to, comPuters, video discs, and interactive
cable television; and

(c) Utilizing technology in instruction and
support services to increase the effectj'veness of and
individual access to education;

(3 ) Devise a Pilot project Program for
implementing specific approaches to the use of
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technology in education;
(4) Develop and

applications of technolog
provide for the sharing o
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maintain an inventorY of
to education in the state and
the information within thev

f
state;

( 5 ) DeveIoP a PIan for the orderlY
introduction of technology in the schools. The p)"an
shalI include methods of providing financial suPport for
schools to obtain equiPment. modify facilities, train
staff, conduct comprehensive need analysls,
appropriately share resources, and provide reasonable
equafity of access to technology by students in aIl
regions of the state; and

(6) Propose the organizatj"onal structure of a
state educatj.onal technology consortium for the purPose
of carrying out the ongoing Programs described in
subdivisions (1) to (a) of this section.

Sec- 6. That section 79-1247.O5, Revised
statutes Supplement, 1986, be amended to read as
fol Iows :

79-1247 .O5. ( 1 ) The board shall establish,
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adopt, and promulgate appropriate rules, regulations,and procedures governing the issuance, renewal,conversion, revival, cancellation. suspension, andrevocation of certifj.cates and permits to teach,counsel, supervise, and administer in all elementary andsecondary schools in this state based upon (a) eirnedcollege credit in humanities, social and natural-sciences, mathematics, and practical arts, (b) earnedcollege credit, or its equivalent in professional
education, for particular teaching, counselj-ng,supervisory, or administrative assigr:ments, (c )scholarship attained j.n earning such college credit, (d)
successful teaching, and (e) moral-, mental. and physicaifitness for teaching, aIl in accordance with soundeducati.onal practices.

(2) On or before JuIy 31, t9A7, the StateBoard of Education shaII establish or designate basicskills competency examinations for prospective teachers.Such examinations shall measure:
(a) Competency in the written use of theEnglish language;
(b) Competency to read, comprehend., andj.nterpret professionaL writing and other wrj.ttenmaterials; and
( c ) Competency to work with fundamentalmathematical computations -
No candidate applying for an entry_Ievel-teacher or adminj.strator certificate after J;ly 31,1989, shalL receive such certi.ficate unless suchcandidate has received a satisfactory score on the basi.cskilLs competency examinations established or designatedby the State Board of Education. Each Nebraska teachereducation institution approved by the State Board ofEducation shalI admj.nister the basic skills competencyexaminations as a condition for entry into suchinstitutionrs teacher or administrator program. TheState Department of Education shaII administer theexaminations for teachers and administrators bei,ng

recommended for certifi.cation from outsi.de of Nebraskiand for prospective teachers and administrators who havenot matriculated j.n or completed a teacher trainingprogram at a time and place designated by th;Commissioner of Education.
(3) In order to ensure that all teachersthroughout the state maintain and continue to developeffective teaching skilLs, the State Board of EducationshalI, when funds are appropriated by the Leoislature tocarry out this subsection. oa er befere July 3l; 1997;adopt four career certification levels in addition to
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other temporary, provisional, service, or emergency
certification c-lassifications. Each certifi"cation leveI
shall refLect a level of achj.evement attained by a
teacher based on such teacherrs professional gro\'/th and
academic actrievement and years of successful teaching
experience, The certification l-evels prescribed in this
sutsection sha11 be applicable to teachers receiving
their first Nebraska teachi.ng certificate after the
adoption of such certification IeveIs by the State Board
of bducation. The leveIs 6f certification shall be as
follows:

(a) The first l-evel of certlflcation shall be
known as the'apPrentice teachj.ng certificate' To be
eligible to rlceive an apprentice teaching certificate,
a ieacher shall, after three years following the
adoption of the certification levels by the State Board
of -Educatj.on, have compLeted the requirements prescribed
in subsection (2) of this secti.on and received a
satisfactory score or rating on a subject matter
examinatj.on establj-stred or desi.gnated by the State Board
of Education. Such certi-fi.cate shall be vali'd for three
years;

(b) The second Ievel of certi'fication strall be
known as the initial teaching certificate' To be
eIigible to receive an initial teaching certificate' a
teaiher shall have served as an apprentice teacfrer for
at least two years and successfully completed the
requirements of the entry-year assistance program as
pro-vided in subsection (5) of this section, if
appli.cable. Such certificate shall be valid for five
yL".= ar,ld be nonrenewabl-e, except that any teacher who
iails to continue to teach during the life of an initial
teaching certifi.cate shaII be eIigible to reenter
teachin6 at such certification l-evel and to teach under
the iniiiat teaching certificate for not Ionger than
five school years;

("i The third level of certification shall be
known as the standard teaching certificate' To be
eligible for the standard teaching certificate, the
teaiher shall have served at least two years with an
apprentice teaching certificate and at Ieast three years
,iit, .t initial teactring certificate and earned at Ieast
eighteen college credit hours or its equivalent in
coitinuing eduiation units. The State Board of
Education shalt adopt and promulgate rules and
regulations establishing and defining continuing
education units. For purposes of this section, credit
hour shalI mean units earned in a master's degree
program, a fifth-year program, or towards an addlti'onaI
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teaching endorsement or in an area of such teacher'sassigned duties or specialization.
Such certificate shall be valid for a periodof five years and may be renewed for a second fivl-yearperiod if a teacher verifj.es the completion ofthirty-six hours of college credit or its equivalent incontinuing education units. Thereafter the standardteaching certificate may be renewed for additional.fi.ve-year periods if such teacher verifies at Ieast twoyears of successful teaching experience during the li.feof the certificate or completes six ]rours of collegecredj.t or its equivalent in continuing education uniti.Any teacher who fails to continue to teach during theIj.fe of a standard certificate shall be elj.gibl"e toreturn to teaching at such certificatj.on level and toteach under the standard certificate for no 1onger thanfive school years; and
(d) The fourth leveL of certification shall beknown as the professi-onal teaching certifj.cate- To beeligible for a professional teaching certificate, theteacher shalI have completed a master's degree programor fj-fth-year program and served at least three yearstrith an initj.al teaching certj.fj.cate and at least threeyears with a standard teaching certificate.
Such certificate shall be valid for ten yearsand may be renewed for additional ten-year periods ifthe teacher verifi.es at least three years of iuccessfulteaching experience during the Iife of the certificateor completes nine hours of college credit or itsequj.valent in continuing education units. Collegecredit hours shall have been completed within fi.ve yeaisof the date of the renewal application.
(4) Any teacher who, prior to the adoption ofthe certification levels by the State Board ofEducation, holds a valid Nebraska prestandard, standard,or professional certifj.cate and who is fifty-five yearsof age or older shalI be eJ-igib).e to renew suchcertificates pursuant to the rules and regutationsadopted and promuJ-gated by the State Board of Educationon JuIy A, 1977. Those persons holding a professional-

Life Certificate issued prior to JuIy 11, 1977, shatl beexempt from certj.ficate renewal.
(5) When funds are appropriated by theLeqislature to carry out this subsection_ en 6l beforeJuly 3+719877 the State Board of Educatj.on shalI adoptan entry-year assistance program. The purpose of suchprogram shalI be to provide assistance to beginningteachers. Participation in such program shaII berequired for alL teachers who have not, prior to the
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adoption of the certification leveIs by the State Board
of Education, held any Nebraska teachi.ng certificate,
except that any teacher employed by a prj.vate,
denominational, or parochial school shall be exempt from
participation in the entry-year assistance program. The
St.te board of Educatj.on shall adoPt and Promulgate
rules and regulations governing such program wtrich take
into consideration the size and geographical Iocation of
schools and the special needs of schools Iocated in
sparsely populated areas. Such rules and regulations
shalI provide for reasonable compensation for
individuals wtro provide service and assistance to
entry-year teachers subject to this subsection. It is
the inlent of the Legislature to appropriate additional
funds to the oPerational budqet of the State Department
of Education sufficient to meet the costs of the
entry-year assistance Program.

(6) when funds are aDDroDriated bv the
Leqi.slature to carry out this subsection. en or before
iiiy 31; tr989; the State Board of Education shalJ- adopt
minimum standards for the initial and continuj.ng
certification of pri.nciPals, supervj.sors, and
superj"ntend.ents in the state's elementary and secondary
schools which shalL include, but not be limited to, the
fo I lowi ng:

(a) Each candj'date for an initi.al certificate
shall receive a satisfactory rating or score on the
basic ski.lls competency examinations prescribed j'n
subsecti.on (2) ot this sectioni and

(b) Each candidate for an initial certificate
shall demonstrate proficiency in personnel management
and educational leadershj.p and demonstrate satisfactory
t6aching performance.

The State Board of Educati'on may establish
internship programs for PrinciPals, supervisors, and
superintendents whj.ch are substantially equivalent in
puipose and requirements to the entry-year assistance
b.og."* established in subsection (5) of this sectj'on'

(7 I Members of any advisory committee
established by the State Board of Education to assist
such board in teacher certification matters shaIl be
reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses as
provided in sections 84-306.01 to 84-306-05 for state
Lmployees. Each school district which has an employee
wht slrves as a member of such committee and which is
required to hire a person to replace such member during
thJ member's attendance at meetings or activities of the
committee or any subcomittee thereof shall be
reimbursed from the General Eund for the expense it
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Sec. 7

Sec. 8. That original sections 4,!40.O4 to

incurs from hiring a replacement. SchooI districts mayexcuse employees who serve on such advisory committeeifrom certain dutj.es if such duties conflict l/ith anyadvisory committee duties.

79-4,l4O.OB and 79-1247.O5, Revised Statutes Supplement,1986, are repealed.
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