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LEGISLATIVE BILL 633

Approved by the Governor May 22, 1985

lntroduced by Educatj-on committee, Vickers, 38,
Chairperson, Morehead, 30; Eret, 32;
Lamb, 43; Baack, 47; Barrett, 39

AN ACT relating to schoolsi to amend sections 79-42O,
79-4 , 154 , 79-549 , 79-1254 . 06 , and ?9-1304 ,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and
sections 79-4,14O.O4, 79-f247.02, 79-L247.O5,
79-]-247.06, and 79-1247.09, Revised statutes
Supplement, 1984; to change provisions relating
to when a district must be di.ssolved; to
eliminate a fund; to create the Professional
Staff Development Program, to provide for rules
and regnilatj.ons; to require a vote for the
issuance of certain bonds; to change provisions
relating to kindergarten programsi to provide
for biennial course offerings as prescribed; to
change provisions relating to advisory
committees; to provide for Pilot projects; to
change certain dates; to change provisions
relating to competency examinations, teaching
certificates and Permits, and the entry-year
assistance program; to change provisions
relatj-ng to a hearing requirement; to elj.mj.nate
a provision on when school must be open and in
session; to trarmonize Provj.sions; and to repeal
the original sectj.ons'

Be j.t enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 79'420, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

79-420. When, for a period of one school term, a
district (1) shall have !39 Iess than three ]egal voters
residing therein; or (2) eball either fa*I fails to
maintaln a publi.c elementary school wj'thin the dj'strict,
in which are enrolled and i.n regular attendance for at
Ieast one thousand thirty-two hours hnndred aeveaty-five
Cays one or more pupils of school age residing in the
dj.strict, or does not contract for the tui-tlon and
transportation of pupj.Is of such district with another
distrlct or districts and have PuPiIs attendj.ng school
regularly
hundred

for at least one thousand thj.rty-two hours
aeventy-five Caye under such contract or

contracts, 1t shall be the duty of the county
supe15,ntendent of the county in which such district Iies to
dissolve such district and attach the territory of such
district to one or more neighboring school di.stricts,
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except r Prov+deC7 that before dissolving a district under
the provisi6aa ef this section, the county superintendent
shalL fix a time for a hearing and shall notify each 1egal
resldent of the di"strlct at least fifteen d.ays before such
hearing-!4 r and pr6v+d.ed furtherT that in such j.nstances
where such dissolution shall create extreme hardships on
the pupils of the district affected, the State Board of
Education may, on application by the school board of the
district and the recommendatj-on of the county
superintendent of the county in which the district is
located, annually waive the requirements of this section.
Notificatlon shall be by mail or by publication ln a
newspaper of general circulation in the area. If the
county superj.ntendent shall f*nd finds that the district
is requi.red by this section to be dissolved, he or she
shall enter an order dissolvi.ng the district and atta?f ttre
territory of such district to one or more neighboringschool districts. Dlssoluti.ons 7 FrovidedT dissslutions
involving the transfer of terrj.tory across county lj.nes
shall be acted upon jointly by the county superintendents
of the counties concerned. Appeals from the action of the
county superintendent may be made to the district court of
the
super

county
intenden

of the offj.ci-al concerned. The county
t shall di.stribute the assets of the closed

dlstrict among the other distrlct or districts to whj.ch theproperty has been attached in proportion to the actual
valuation of the property attached to such district or
di-stricts.

Sec. 2. That secti-on 79-4,14O.04, Revlsed
Statutes Supplement, 1984, be amended to read as follows:

79-4,14O.04. There is hereby created the
Professional Staff Development Fund
administered by the State Department of

Program to
Educatlon.

department shall adopt and promulgate rules
be

The
and

regulations for the administration of such program and
distributj.on of sueh fuad funds payable to GIEh Ercgram.Administrative costs shaII be paid from the depaitmeni-sgeneral budget. and shalt not be borae by the fund:
Palments. fren sueh fundT not to exceed fifty dollars for
each certificated teacher or administrator in the district
or educational service unit, shall be made to each school
district or educationaL service unit vJhich has submitted
an approveC in-service plan. Such plan shall have been
developed with the participation of teachers and
adninj.strators employed by such distrj-ct or educational
service unit and shall be adop€eC approved by the State
B6ard Department
components for

of Education. The plan shall j,nclude
training adm!!j.strators in conducti-ng

teacher evaLuatj.ons and any other components \.rhich the
board may by rule or regulation deem necessary. Any noney
+H the Prefeasiena* 6taff Beyelepnent Fund ava*lable fer
+n\reatnent ehall be ihveEted by the sta€e +n!/eBtneBt
effieer pnrsuant t6 seetions 7?-+??7 to 7?-+?59= To assist
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the department in implementing this section, the
Comrnissioner of Educatlon with the approval of the board
shall appoint an Advisory Committee on Staff Development.
The size, compositi.on, and duties to be performed by the
advisory committee shall be determined by the board,
except that the advi.sory committee shalI be representative
of the various elements of the educational community. The
advisory committee shall continue for at least three years
after JuIy 10, 1984. Thereafter, the board may as deemed
necessary continue the advisory committee on an annual
basi s .

Sec. 3. That section 79-4,154, Reis6ue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as followsr

79-4,154. The governing board of any publlc
school, district may enter into a lease or lease-purchase
agreement for the exclusive use of its individual
jurisdiction for such buildings or equipment as the
governing board determines necessary. Such lease or
Iease-purchase agreements may not exceed a period of seven
years. AII payments pursuant to such Ieases skraII be made
from current building funds or general funds No school

or indi.rectl ].SSUE to

obtains a favor e vote
10 arti c

t sec 79-549, Reissue RevisedSec. +
Statutes of Nebraska, L943, be amended to read as followsr

19-549= The school board or board of education
of any €laes iI; **7 cr +++ school distrlct offerinq a
kindergarten program nay e+eet t6 6ffer eueh preEran rith
aRy eonbinatien ef dayB arC hotl?6 as vi}} be equal to ene
half a ful} shall provide a program of at least four
hundred clock hours each school year.
Eat section 79-1247.02, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1984, be amended to read as follows:

79-7247.o2. (1)(a) To ensure both equality of
opportunity and gualj.ty of programs offered, after JuIy 1,
t9S5 1989, aIl public schools in the state shaII be
required to meet quallty and perfornance-based approval or
accredj.tation standards as prescribed by the State Board
of Education. The State Board of Education shalI establish
a core curriculum standard, which shall include vocational
education courses, for aII public schools in the state.
Accreditation and approval standards shall be designed to
assure effective schooling and quallty of instructi.onal
programs regardless of schooL size, wealth, or geographic
Iocation. The State Board of Education shall recognize and
encourage the maximum use of ve programs and mav

or acc
ve

ional staff, between school district8 for the
meeting the approval and accreditation
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requirements established pursuant
section 79-324.

The Sta
ot ects

cr ter a Ln se
rt to

ilot
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to this section and

on shall

rtment

b

(2) The Comm on is authorized
to appoint an accreditation committee which shaII be
representative of the educational institutj.ons and
agencies of the state and shall lnclude as a member the
director of admissions of the University of Nebraska.

( 3 ) The accreditatlon committee shall be
responsible for: (a) Recommending appropri.ate standards
and policies with respect to the accreditatj.on and
classification of schoolsi and (b) makinq recommendations
annually to the commissioner relative to the accreditation
and classlflcation of individual schools. No school is to
be considered for accredi.tation status which has not first

ccess or ure

regui
. 6.

rements for an approved school
1oc a

rivate schoo

un t credit in meeti
rms ribed

on 79-1247 .05, Revised
1984, be amended to read as folLows:
. (1) The boardT with the eeuneel ef

fulfiIled aII
Sec

recelve
acc redi tati on

State t
Sec. 7 .

Statutes Supplement,
79-1247.05

tse

the eenmieei€nef7 the advisery e€mittee ef the )lebraskagoune+l oa Teaeher Edneat+en aa eetabliehed by €he beardT
the ProfesBional Praet*eee €onniseienT aad sueh other
advisery esnnittee or eenraitteee as +t deeme aeeeeearyT
shall establish, aad adopt, and promulqate appropriate
rules, regulations, and procedures governing the issuance,
renewal", conversion, revival, cancell"ation, suspension,
and revocation of certificates and permits to teach,
counsel, supervise, and administer in aIl elementary and
secondary schools in this state based upon (a) earned
college credit j.n humanities, irr sociaL and natural
sciences, +n mathematics, and +tr practical arts, (b)
earned college credit, or its equlvalent i-n professional,
education, for particular teachj.ng, counseling,
supervisory, or administrative assignments, (c)
scholarship attained in earning such college credit, (d)
successful teaching, (e) moral, mental, and physical
fitness for teaching, aII in accordance with sound
educati.onal practj-ces, and (f) credit in continulng
educati"on units.
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(2) On or before JulY 31, 1984
Board of Education Yith €hc asaistalrec

1986,
6f the

the State
Ncbraeka

ecune+l ea Teaehe! ECueation shalI establish or designate
basic skiIIs competency examinations for prospective
teachers. Such examinations shaII measure:

(a) Competency in the oral aRC written use of the
English Ianguage;

(b) Competency to read, compretrend, and
interpret professional writing and other written
materials; and

(c) Competency to work with fundamental
mathematical computations.

No candidate applying for an entry-level teacher
or administrator certificate after JuIy le; *9811;31,
1989, shall receive such certificate unless such candidate
hal paaeec received a satisfactorv score on the basic
skiIIs competency examinations aPPreveC established or
designated by the State Board of Education. Each Nebraskq
teacilea education institution approved bv the State Board
of Educatlon shalI administer the basic sklIls competency
examl;atj-ons as a condition for entry into such
insti.tution's teacher or administrator program. The State
Department of Education shalL administer the examinations
for teachers and administrators being recommended for
certiflcation from outslde of Nebraska and for Prospective
teachers and administrators who have not matriculated 1n
or completed a teacher training program at a time and place
designated by the Commissioner of Education.

(3) In order to ensure that all teachers
throughout the state malntain and continue to develop
effecti-ve teaching skills, the aCY+sory ecnnittee
estab++shed in Bubseet+otl fl, cf thiB acet*ea sha+l
reeenncnC and the State Board of Education shall, on or
before Beeenber 31; 1984; Julv 31, 1986, adopt four career
certification levels in additj'on to other temPorary,
provj.sional, service, or emergency certi-flcation
classifications. Each certification leveI shalI reflect a
Ievel of achievement attained by a teacher based on such
teacherrs professional growth and academic achj.evement and
years of successful teaching experi.ence. The
certification Levels prescribed in thj.s subsecti'on shalI
be applicable enly to teachers earn+aE recej.ving their
first Nebraska teaching certificate after Jul-y tre: 1984
31, 1986. The leveIs of certificatj.on shaLl be as follows:

(a) The fj.rst Level of certlfication shall- be
kno!.rn as the apPrentice teaching certificate. To be
eliglble to receive an apprenti.ce teaching certifj.cate, a
teacher shalI, after JuIy 31, 1989, have completed the
requirements prescribed in subsection (2) of this section
and received a satisfactorv an adequate score or rating on
a subject mataer examination as established or designated
by the State Board of Education. Such certi-ficate shall be
valid for three years2 and be aeareaevable and ehall
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entitle the helder to 6een?c erpleynent ii
Neb;aeka-appreved er Nebraeka-aeeredited oehoelE anC te bc
aeeiEaed teaehinE duties fsr vh*eh he or she ie gualificd
by epeeifie subieet area endereenentT exeept that alry
teaeher vhe fails t.o seeure enpleynent or fer ether ?easenG
C6es }1et teaeh for three eenseent+ve yeare felleviag
isguaaee 6f the apprent+ee eertif+eate sha++ be a++6ned tc
teaeh for ret leaEer than th"ee seheet yea"s7

(b) The second level of certifj.cation shall be
known as the inj.tial teaching certificate. To be eligible
to receive an initial teaching certj.fi.cate, a teacher
shall have served as an apprentice teacher for at Ieast twoyears and successfully completed the requirements of the
entry-year assistance program as provided in subsection(6) (5) of this section, if appticable. Such certificate
shall be valid for fj-ve years and be nonrenewable, except
that any teacher who fails to continue to teach during the
life of an initial teachlng certificate shall be eligible
to reenter teaching at such certification 1eve1 and to
teach under the initial teaching certificate for not
Ionger than five school years;

(c) The third level of certification shall be
known as the standard teaching certificate. To be eligible
for the standard teachj.ng certificate, the teacher shalI
have served at least two years with an apprentice teachi-ng
certificate and at least three years trlth an lnitial
teachj-ng certificate and earned at least eighteen coll-ege
credit hours or its equivalent in continuing education
units. The State Board of Educatj.on shalL adopt andpromulgate rules and regulations estabJ-ishlng and definj-ng
continuing education units. For purposes of this sectj-on,
credit hour shall mean units earned in a masterrs degreeprogram/ a fifth-year program, or towards an addj.tional
teaching endorsement or in an area of such teacherrs
assigned duties or specialization.

Such certificate shall be valid for a peri.od of
five years and may be renewed for a second five-year period
if a teacher verlfies the completion of thj.rty-sj-x hours of
college credit or its eguivalent j-n continuing education
units. Thereafter the standard teaching certificate may
be renewed for additiona] five-year periods if such
teacher verifies at least two years of successful teaching
experience during the Iife of the certificate or completes
six hours of college credit or lts equivalent in contj.nuing
education units. Any teacher vrho fails to continue to
teach during the life of a standard certiflcate shal] beeligj,ble to return to teaching at such certification Ievel
and to teach under the standard certificate for no longer
than five school years; and

(d) The fourth level of certification shall be
known as the professional teaching certificate. To be
eligj.bIe for a professj.onal teaching certificate, the
teacher shall have completed a masterrs degree program or
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flfth-year program and served at least three years with an
initial teachlng certificate and at least three years with
a standard teachj,ng certlficate.

Such certj.ficate shall be valid for ten years
and may be renewed for addj.tional ten-year periods if the
teacher verifies at least three years of successful
teaching experience during the life of the certificate or
completes nine hours of college credit or its equivalent in
contj.nuing education units. College credit hours shalI
have been completed vJithin flve years of the date of the
renewal application.

(4) Every sir years eertifieated erployees sha++
Eive evideaee cf pr:cfesBional grewth- 6ix cenester: eredit
hcu"c of eGlleEe ereCit Bhal+ be aeeepteC as evidenee cf
prcfe3s*otlal grcvth olz +n the altertlat*ve7 an eqn+valetrt
aunber 6f ccntiluinE edueatiotr uaitc-

(5) (4) Any teacher who, prior to JuIy le; 198llr
JuIv 31, 1986, holds a valid Nebraska prestandard,
standard, or professional certificate and who is
fifty-five years of age or older shal+ bc exenpt frrcn any
nev certif+eat+cn "equif,erentG 

p!e6er+bed *a this Beeticn
aad shall be eligible to renew such certificates pursuant
to the rules and regulations adopted and pronulgated by the
State Board of Education on July 8, 1977. Nc teaeher
hcldiag ai existinE ec"tif+eate pulsnant tc RElc ?tr of the
6tatc BcarC ef Edueat+6n ehall be gubieet to the
reqnirencnt to paa6 a ba6ie akillc ecnpeteney test cr
eubjeet rat€er exaninat+6H or part+cipate ia aa entrlr-year:
a66*Btanee preE"aR aa preeeribed in thie eeetien- Those
persons holding a Professional Life certificate issued
prior to JuIy 11, 1977, shall be exempt from certificate
renewal.

(5) (5) On or before JuIy 17 +985 31. 1986, the
State Board of Education vith the eeuaeel cf the aCviBc"y
ecnnittcc established in subBceticl (1) ef thic seeticn
shall adopt an entry-year assj"stance program. The purpose
of such program shall be to provide supervision and
assj.stance to beginning teachers. Participati.on in such
program shall be requj.red for aII individuals who have not,
prior to JuIy lz 1985 31, 1986, held any Nebraska teaching
certi.ficate, except that any teacher enployed by a
private, denominational, or parochial school shall be
exempt from participation in the entry-year assistance
program. The State Board of Education shall adopt and
promulgate rules and regmlations governing such program
which take into consideration the si.ze and geograPhical
Iocation of scfrools and the special needs of scfiools
located in sparsely popuLated areas. Suctr rules and
regulations shall provide for reasonable compensation for
individuals hrho provide service and assistance to
entry-year teachers subject to this subsection. It is the
intent of the Legislature to appropriate additionaL funds
to the operati-onal budget of the State Department of
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Education sufficient to meet the costs of the entry-year
assistance program,

(7) (5) On or before t{ay 31; 1985 July 31, 1989,
the State Board of Education shalt adopt agvi.eoEv
eemm+ ie see€ioi
sha** prev*de adv+ee aad eouneel te the State BearC af
Edueation regardinE minimum standards for the j-nitial and
continuing certification of prj-ncipaIs, supervisors, and
superintendents in the staters elementary and secondary
schools: The B€ate Board ef EdHeat*orl Bha++ adept sHeh
etandarde which shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

(a) Each candidate for an ini.tial certificate
shall receive a satisfactory rating or score on the basic
skilIs competency examinations prescribed j.n subsection(2) of this section; and

(b) Each candidate for an initial certificate
shall demonstrate proficiency in personnel management and
educational leadership and reeeirre a demonstrate
satisfactory teaching performance. evaluatien en h+e ;;
her teaeher perf ernraaee evaluation-

The State Board of Education may establi.sh
internshlp programs for principals, supervisors, and
superintendents which are substantially equivalent inpurpose and requirements to the entry-year assistance
program established in subsection (5) (5) of this section.

(8) (7) Members of any advisory committee
established bv the State Board of Education to assist such
board in te

sed for
their actua] and necessary expenses as provided in
sections 84-306.01 to 84-306.05 for state employees, Each
schooL district which has an employee who serves as a
member of such comittee and which is required to hire aperson to replace such member during the member's
attendance at meetings or activities of the commlttee or
any subcommittee thereof shall be reimbursed from the
General- Eund for the expense it incurs from hiring a
replacement. School districts may excuse employees who
serve on such advisory committees eetabl*shed purBnant te
enbsee€ien (1) ef thie seet+etl from certain duties if such
duties conflict wlth any advisory committee dutles.

Sec. 8. That section 79-1247.06, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1984, be amended to read as follows:

79-1247.06. The maxj.mum which the board may
require for the first lssuance of any certlficate orpermit, valid for teaching onIy, in aII schools, for a term
of not Iess than three years, shal] be that the applicant
is of sound mental and physical health and of good moral
character and a statement countersigned by an authorized
offj.cial of a standard institution of higher education
which certifies the grade leveIs and subject field.s or
areas of specialization and that the applicant (1) has a
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baccalaureate degree, (2) 1n the case of arry person who
matricul,ates 1n a teacher training program, has
satisfactorily completed within two years of the date of
applj.catj.on the institution's reg'uIar approved or
accredj.ted program of preparation for teaching and has met
aII other appropriate requirements of the institutj-on as a
teacher, (3) has achj.eved a passing satisfactorv score on
the basic skilIs competency examinatj-ons established or
designated by the State Board of Education pursuant to
section 79-7247.O5 prior to (a) admission into a Nebraska
teacher training program or (b) certification j'n the case
of individuals recommended for certification by a
postsecondary institution outside of Nebraska or
individuals not matriculating i.n a teacher training
program, and (4) has performed at a satisfactory level, as
determined desiqaa€ed by the State Board of Education, on a
subjeat area examination established or designated bv the
State Board of Education i.n each area for which endorsement
1s sought. any person who holds the Nebraska Provisional
Rural Elementary Certificate on JuIy 1O, 1976, may renew
that certificate any number of ti.mes by earning not les6
than eight approved semester trours of course work
acceptable toward a baccalaureate degree duri.ng each of
the three-year terms for which the certificate 1s issued.

Sec. 9 . That secti"on 79-1247 .09 , Revised
Statutes Supplement, 19a4, be amended to read as follows:

79-1247 .09. The board may authorize the
issuance of certj-ficates or permits upon recolmendatlon
from j.nstitutions of higher education ]ocated in states
other than Nebraska if the respective State Department of
Education or similar agency fully approves the teacher
education programs of the institutj-on based on standards
for approving the lnstitution and its education programs
whi.ch are comparable and equivalent to those requi.red by
the board. Any applicant for a Nebraska teacher or
admi.nistrator certificate who is recommended for
certificatj.on by a teacher traj-ning institution from
outslde Nebraska and who does not hold a current
out-of-state certi,ficate to teach or administer shall
receive aR adequate a satisfacto rating or score on the
basic skills compe and a subject matter
examinati.on as pre State Board of Education
pursuant to secti on 79-7247.05 or meet comParable
equivalent requirements as prescribed by lah' or regulation
of the state in i./hich such teacher training institutlon is
Iocated.

Sec. 10. That section 79'1254.06' Rei'ssue
Revlsed Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows r

79-f254.06. Before a reduction in force shall
occur, it shall be the responsibility of the board of
education and school dj.strict admj-nistration to pre6ent
competent evidence demonstratinq that a change in
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circumstances has occurred necessitating a reduction inforce, Any alleged change in circumstances must bespecifically related to the teacher or teachers to be
reduced in force, and the board, based upon evidenceproduced
7S-+252

at the hearing required by sections 79-+?51 tc79-12,lO7 to 79-12,!21 , shall be requlred to
ancies on thespecifically find that there are no other vac

staff for which the employee to be reduced is gualified by
endorsement or professi.onal training to perform.

Sec. 11. That section 79-1304, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follolrs:

79-1304. (1) The several county
superintendents, within twenty days after receiving such
apporti.onment, shalI apportion the entire amount as
fol-Iows: The share which the Commissioner of Education has
certified as being payment in lieu of taxes shall be
distributed to the nonresident high school tuj-tlon fund
and to those distrlcts in whi-ch are found school or saline
lands in the amounts determlned by the appraised valuation
of those lands and the levies for school purposes of the
respective di. stricts.

(2) To the bal-ance of the amount, distributed to
the county as referred to in subsection (1) of thj.s
section, the several county superintendents shaII add (a)
all money received by the county treasurer on account of
fines and licenses, (b) the proceeds from sale of
schoolhouses, sites, or other property of a district, and
( c ) aIl unexpended balances of proceeds of taxes
heretofore levled by a dlstrict, when such district has
been taken by the United States for any defense, flood
control, irrigation, or war project-

(3) The sum total, referred to in subsection (2)
of this section, shal] be distributed to the several
districts of the county pro rata according to the
enumeration of those children for which the di-strict i.s
obligated to report on the census between the ages of five
and elghteen years last returned by the secretaries of the
various districts. The total apportionment of each
district shall be (a) its pro rata share of the balance of
the amount of the state apportiorrment, (b) the amount
received from fines and Licenses, and (c) proceeds of sale
and unexpended balances of taxes when a district has been
taken over by the United States for any defense, flood
control, lrrigation/ or war project.

(4) No share of state apportionment shall bepaid to a district which has not held school for the tength
of time required by law and complied wj.th aII of the 1aws
relating to school districts of those classes. The loss of
state apportionment to any district employi.ng more than
one teacher because of the employment of Ieqrally
unqualified teachers shalI be no greater than an amount
which bears the same ratio to the distrlct's total
entitlement as the number of ungualified teachers bears to
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the total number of teaching positions for which teachers
have been employed by the district. The Loss of state
apportionment to any dj-strict employing only one teacher,
because of the emplolrment of a legally unqualj.fied
teacher, shalI be no greater than an amount whi.ch bears the
same ratio to the district's total entitlement as the
portion of the school year that an ungualified teacher was
employed bears to the entire school year. In no event
shalt the loss of the state apportionment because of the
emplolment of an unqualified teacher be less than ten Per
cent of the total entitlement of that district. For thc
purtr o6e6 cf €hapter 79: a Cietriet nnBt havc 6eheo+ ePer
and +tr se6.*cr l,ith pupil6 +r attendatiee nct le66 thaa enc
hundr:ed Beventy- f ive dayc?

Sec. f2. That original sections 79-420,
79-4,154, 79-549, 79-\254.06, and 79-1304, Rej.ssue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and sections 79-4,L4O.04,
79-L247 .O2, 79-L247 .O5, 79-L247 .O5, and 79-1247 .O9,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1984, are repealed.
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