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LEGISLATIVE BILL 29

Approved by the covernor November 15, 1995

Introduced by Wesely, 26

AN ACT relating to audits; to amend sections 23-252,23-1608, 23-7613, and 79-ZZ|O.04, ReissueRevised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and sectionA4-3O4, Revj.sed Statutes Supplement, 1994; toauthorj-ze certain public bodies to contract foraudits; to change the duties of the Auditor ofPublic Accounts; to harmonize provisions; torepeal the orj.ginal sectj.ons; and to decLare an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Section 1. That sectj.on 23-252, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:
23-252. In each tor.rn, the clerk, the treasurer,and the eha*rnaa chairperson of the board shall examine theaccounts of the ovEiEEers of highways for money recei.vedand disbursed by themT and shall requj-re aII oificers toaccount to such board for any and all such money receivedand di-sbursed by such officers in thej.r officlal capacity.Such board shaLI examine and audj.t all ctrarges and claj.msagainst the townT and the compensation of aII townofficers. In case of the absence of any of aa*C suchofficersT or thelr fail-ure to attend any meeting of-tEEboard, the two attending may appoint any qualj.fied electorto act wlth them in the place of the absentee, and theappointee shalI act, only for such meeting, in the place ofsuch absentee as a member of such board. Each iownshipshall make an annual budget statement as set out in
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Sec. 2. That section 23-1608, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, L943, be amended to read as follows:
23-1608. An examination of ttre books, accounts,records, and affairs of all county.officers in every countyin the state and a sha*I be nadcT by thc directicn and undeitlr.e cupervisi.en cf th.e Audit6r ef pub**e AeconntBT at euehtinea ae thc Auditor ef Publte Aee6unts sha}I CcterniRe? Acomplete and comprehensive audit of the books, accounts,
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Sec. 3. That section 23-1613, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as foIIowB:

23-161,3. The Auditor of Public Accounts i-s
authorized to deputize or empo\.rer competent accountants to
make the examinations and audits provided for in section
23-),6OBt and to establish unifornity in the system of
keeping accounts at salaries to be fixed by such auditor.
The Auditor of Publlc Accounts is further authorized to
enploy one assistant for each accountant at a salary to be
fiied by such auditor. The salaries of accountants and
their as6iEtants shaII be paid out of the Auditor of Public
Accounts Cash Fund or such funC funds as the Legislature
rnay Epecifically appropriate for that purPose. dlrrihg any
b*can*n!t-

Sec. 4. That section 79'22LO.O4, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows r

79-22LO,04. A complete and comprehensive annual
audit of the books, accounts, records, and affairs of each
educational service unit shaII be made
of uni-t
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Such audit shall be conducted in the same manner as audits
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tes
supplement, 1984, be amended to read as follows:

84-304. It shall be the duty of the Audltor of
PubIic Accounts:

(1) To give information in writing to the
Legislature, whenever required, upon any subject relating
to the fiscal affairs of the state or in regard to any duty
of his or her office;

(2) To furnish offices for himself or herself
and aIl fuel, Iiqhts, books, blanks, forms, paPer, and
stationery required for the proper discharge of the dutiea
of his or her office;

(3) To examine or cause to be examined, at such
time as he or she shall determine, books, accounts,
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vouchers, records, and expenditures of all state officers,state bureauB, state boards, state commissioners, stateIibrary, 6ocieties and associations supported by thestate, state institutions, state colLeges, and theUniversity of Nebraska, except v/hen required to beperformed by other officers or persons, jnd to reportpromptly to the Director of Admlnistrative Services andthe appropriate standing comrnittee of the Legislature thefiscal condition shown by such examinations, including anyirregularities or misconduct of officers or employees, an!mj.sappropriation or misuse of public funds or property,
and - any improper system or method of bookkeepjng 6rconditj.on of accounts; and to this end the Auditoi ofPublic Accounts shall appoi.nt two assistant deputies (a)
whose entire time shall be devoted to the service of thestate as directed by the auditor, (b) who shall becertified public accountants r^rith at least five years,experience, (c) who shall be selected without regird toparty affiliation or to place of residence at the time ofappointment, (d) who shall promptly report in duplicate tothe auditor the fiscal condition shourn by eachexamination, including any irregulari.ties or misconduct ofofficers or employees, any misappropriatlon or misuse ofpublic funds or property, and any improper system or methodof bookkeeping or condition of accounts, and it shalI bethe duty of the auditor to file promptlylith the covernora duplicate of such report, and (e) who shall qualify bytaking an oath which shall be filed in the offj-ce of-theSecretary of State; and(4) Conduct audits and related activities forstate agencies, political subdivislons of this state, orgrantees of federal funds dlsbursed by a receiving agencyon a contractual or other basis for rei.mbursement to assuripr9per accounting by aII such agencies, politicalsubdivisions, and grantees for funds appropriatla by theLegislature and federal funds disbursed by any receiving
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Sec. 6. That originaL sections 23-252,

23-1608, 23-1673, and 79-22!0.04, Reissue Revised Statutesof Nebraska, 7943, and section A4-3O4, Revj.sed StatutesSupplement, 1984, are repealed.
Sec. 7. Since an emergency exists, this actshall be in fuII force and take effect, from and after 1tspassage and approval, accordj.ng to Iaw.
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