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LEGISLATIVE BILL 928

Approved by the Governor April 10, 1984

Introduced by Educati.on Committee, Vickers, 38,
Chalrperson; Harris, 27; Hoagland, 6;
NeweIl, 13; Goll, 1.6; ScofieId, 49;
Eret-, 32, H. Peterson, 35; DeCamp, 40

AN ACT relating to schoolsi to amend sections 79-2OI.
79-328, and 79-1701, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943; to change provisions relati-ng to
required attendancei to change porrers and dutles
of the State Board of Education, to provide for
an election relating to accreditation and
approval requirements; to provide alternative
requirements as prescrj-bedi to provide
penalties, to prohibit certain actionsi and to
repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 79-201, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

79-201. Every person residing in a school
district $rithin the State of Nebraska who has legal or
actual charge or control of any chiId, not less than seven
nor more than sj.xteen years of age, shall cause such
child to attend regularly the public, pri.vate,
denominational, or parochial day schools vrhich have met
the recruirqlLents for legal operation prescribed j-n Chapter
79 each day that such schools are open and in session
except when excused by school authorities, unless such
child has been graduated fromhigh school. The term shall
not be less than one hundred seventy-five days in any
district, except that in the event of the failure of any
district which receives t!,renty per cent or more of its
total receipts for general fund purposes from federaL
sourcesT to actually receive receipts anticipated at the
tlme of the adoption of the school budget from taxes, state
funds, federal funds, tuition, or other sources, the board
of educatj,on of such district may, at any tj.me during the
school year, elect to close alI or part of its schools,

Sec. 2. Tflat section 79-328, Rej-ssue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

79-32A. The State Board of Education shaII have
the power and it shall be its duty:

(1) To appoint and fix the compensation of the
Commissioner of Education;

(2) To remove the comnj.ssioner from office at
any time for conviction of any crime involvj.ng moral
turpitude or felonious act, for ineffj.ciency, or for
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willful and continuous dj.sregard of his or her d.uties ascommissioner or of the directives of the board;
(3) Upon recommendation of the commissioner, toappoint and fix the compensation of a deputy commissioner

and alI professional employees of the board;
( 4) To organize the State Department ofEducation into such divisS.ons, branches, or sections asmay be necessary or desirable to perform all its proper

functions and to render maximum service to the board and tothe state schooL system;
(5) To provide, through the commissioner and hisor her professional staff, enlightened professional

leadership, guidance, and supervj.sion of the state school
system- In andT in order that the commissioner and his orher staff may carry out their duties, the board shall,
through the comissioner: 7 (a) prev*de provide
supervj-sory and consultative services to the sch661s of-the state, ; (b) issue materials helpful in thedevelopment, maj-ntenance, and improvement of educational
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eeatinued leEa+ eperat*on of all seheelgT and for the
approval of high schools for the collection of nonresident
high school tuition money j.n accordance with the rules and
regulations provided for in this subdivision, except that
the State Board of Education shaLl approve a school, for the
collection of nonresident hiqh school tuition money srhen a
hardship would result to the students and a substantial
effort is being made to comply with the rules - and
regnrlations established; (e) ; td) institute a statewide
system of testing to determine the degree of actrievement
and accomplishment of alI the students within the state's
school. systens, if it determines such testing would be
advisable; (f) 7 (e) prescrj"be a unj.form system of records
and accounting for keeping adequate educational and
financial records, for gathering and reporting necessary
educational data, and for evaluatlng educational progressi
(q) ; (f) cause to be Published Iaws and regulatj.ons
governing the schools and ttre school lands and funds, with
explanatory notes for the gnridance of those charged with
the adminj,stration of the schools of the state; (h) ; (g)
approve teacher education prograt[s conducted in Nebraska
institutions of higher education designed for the purPose
of certificating teachersi 7 and (i) (h) approve general
plans and adopt educational policies, standards, ruIes,
ana regrulatitns for carrying out the board's
responsibili-ties and those assigned the state Department
of Education by the Legislature;

(6) To submit a biennial rePort to the Governor
and the clerk of the Leqislature covering the actions of
the board, the operations of the State DePartment of
Educatlon, and the progress and needs of the schools, and
to recommend such legiElation as may be necessary to
satlsfy these needsi

(7) To cause to be PrePared and distrlbuted
reports designed to acquaint school district offj-cers,
teachers, and patrons of the schools wj.th the condj'tions
and needs of the schools;

( 8 ) To provide for consultation with
professi.onal educators and Iay Ieaders for ttre purpose of
securing advice deemed necessary in the formulation of
policies and in the effectual discharge of its duties,

(9) To cause such studies, investigations, and
reports to be made and such information assembled as are
necessary for the formulation of policles, for making
pIans, for evaluating the state school program, and for the
making of essential and adequate rePortsi

(10) To submit to the Governor and the
Legislature a budget necessary to finance the state sctrool
programT under its jurisdiction, including the internal

998 -3-



LB 928 LB 924

operation and maintenance of the State Department ofEducati.on;
(I1) To interpret its own pollcies, standards,rules, and regulations and, upon reasonable request, hearcomplaints and disputes arising therefromi
(12) With the advice of the Department of MotorVehicles, to adopt reasonable standards, not inconsistentlrith existing statutes, governing: ( a) The generaldesign, equipment, color, operati-on, and maintenance ofany vehicle vri-th a manufacturer's rated seating capacityof eleven or more passengers used for the transportation oischool- ctriJ-dren; and (b) the equipment, operatj.on, andmaintenance of any vehicle rrith a capacity of ten or lesspassengers used for the transportation of school children,when such vehi.cles are either owned or operated, or ownedand operated, by any school di.strict, or privately owned oroperated under contract with any school districl 1n thisstate. Similar standards are to be adopted for operatorsof such vehicles as to physj-cal and mental qu;Iitj.es,driving skills and practices, and knowledge o-f trafficIar.rs and regulations which relate to sctrool bustransportation. Such rules and regulations shalI byreference be made a part of any such contract with a school..listrlct. Any offj.cer or employee of any sclrool dj.strj.ctwho violates any of the regmlations or fails to includeobligatj.ons to conply with the requlations in any contractexecuted by hi-m or her onbehalf of a school dist;ict shallbe guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon convictionthereof, be subject to removal from office or employment.Any person operating a school bus under contract with aschool district uho fails to comply with any of suchregulations shall be gnrilty of breach of contract and suchcontract shall be canceled after notj.ce and hearing by theresponsible offj.cers of such school district;
(13) To accept, on behalf of the Nebraska Schoolfor the Visually Handicapped, on betralf of the NebraskaSchooI for the Deaf, or on behalf of any school formentally retarded children which i.s exclusively owned bythe State of Nebraska and under the control and supervisioiof the State Department of Education, deviseJ of realproperty or donations or bequests of other property, orboth, if in its judqment any such devise, aonitioi, orbequest is for the best interest of any such school or thestudents attending thereat, or both, and may cause any suchreal estate to be irrigated or otherwi.se improved when, inits judgment, it would be advi.sable to do so; and(14) Upon acceptance of any devise, donation, orbequest as provided in this section, to administer andcarry out such devise or bequest j.n accordance with theterms and conditions thereof. If not prohibited by theterms and conditions of any such devise, donation, orbeguest, it may se1L, convey, exchange, or lease propertyso devised, donated, or bequeathed upon such terms and
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conditions as i.t deems best and deposit aIl money derived
from any such sale or lease in the State Department of
Education Trust fund.

Each member of the Legislature shalI receive a
copy of the report required by subdivision (6) of this
section by making a request for it to the comissi.oner.

None of the duties prescribed in this sectj.on
shall prevent the board from exercislng such other duties
as i-n its judgment may be necessary for the proper and
Iegal exercise of j.ts obligations.

Sec. 3. That section 79-1701, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follovrs:

79-l71l. (1) AII private, denominational, and
parochial schools in the State of Nebraska, and aII
teachers employed or giving instruction therein, shaII be
subject to and governed by the provisions of the general
sctrool lalrs of the state so far as tfre same aPply to grades,
qual-ificatj.ons, and certification of teachers and
promotion of pupils. AII prlvate, denominational, and
parochial schools shall have adequate equiPment and
supplies, and shall be graded the same and shall have
courses of study for each grade conducted therein,
substantially the same as those given in the public schools
where the children attending would attend in the absence of
such private, denominational, or parochial schools
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